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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Honorary Minister: 1, Report

of the Immigration Department for the
year ended 30th June, 1914. 2, Amend-
ment to By-laws made by the Central
Board of Health under The Health Act,
19 11-12.

QUESTION- CRAWLEY CAMPING,
CONDITIONS.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS asked the Premier:
Why has an alteration been made in
the conditions governing camping at
Crawley after a deffinite assurance had
been givea to myself and others that the
same conditions as; previously existed
would be maintained this summuner?

The PREMIER replied: The only al-
teration made in connection with the
camping at Crawley was in respect to
the camping charges, it being realised that
the rates charged last year were too low
and did not cover the expenditure for
supervision and management. If any par-
ticular hardship is being suffered by any
of the campers residing at Crawley at
the time that any assurance was given,
and because of such a promise, although
I am not aware of any such promise, the
case would receive careful consideration.

QUESTION - ROTTNEST ISLAND,
PRISONERS, CAMP.

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government made any effort
to get the German prisoners removed
from Roltest so that our own people
may enjoy the attractions of the island
during the summer? 2, If nothing has
been (lone, wvill he immediately protest
to the Federal Government against the
Germans and Austrians continuing to
monopolise this beauty spot 3, Failing
their removal from the island, will he sug-
gest that the prisoners' camp be removed
to the western end, so that the eastern
side may again be thrown open to the
public?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, This is a matter
for consideration by the military auth-
orities.

QUESTION-CIVIL SERVANTS
AND PENSIONS.

-Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1, Do
the Government intend to introduce a
short Bill to provide that all civil servant,
who were in the service prior to the pass-
ing of the 1904 Act, and who served for
a period of 10 years or more, unless they
were originally engaged for a special
work only, or for a specified term uf
years, shall come under the jurisdiction
of Section 1 of the Superannuation Aet
and be entitled to pensions? 2, Will
such Bill provide that an officer shall have
the right to appeal against any decisions
or actions affecting his status or salary,
so that he will be protected against sup-
erior officers who repeatedly pass him
over when he applies for promotion?

The PREMIER replied: 1, It is not in-
tended to introduce a Bill to amend the
Superannuation Act during the present
session. A report by the Government
Actuary on a proposed establishment of
a superannuation fund for Government
employees was placed on the Table of
House on the 3rd instant. 2, It is not
intended to affect the functions of the
Appeal Hoard as constituted.
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QUESTION-ABATTOIRS, MIDLAND
JUNCTION.

Air. ALLEN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the estimated cost
of building the Midland Junction abet-
toirst 2, The time estimated for erect-
ing such buildings? 3, The actual expen-
diture to date on such buildings? 4, The
actual time taken in erecting the build-
ings?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Estimated cost £e23,000. 2, No
time stated. 3, Cost to date (approx.),
which includes rail sidings and purchase
of sale yards, £21,187. Work under con-
sideration but not included in estimate,
£2,700. 4, Work commenced July, 1913,
and completed ready for killing 15
months later.

QUESTION-DOG SCALPS, PAY-
MENTS.

Mr. MULLANY asked the Minister for
Lands: What is the number of native
dogs scalps paid for during the last three
years at the following police stations--
Menizies, Kookynie, Davyhurst, and Broad
Arrow?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: Menzies, 72; Kookynie, 49; Davy-
burst, 293; Broad Arrow, 45.

QUESTION-WORKERS' HOMES,
PROJECTED EXPENDITURE.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY asked the
Premier: 1, Are there any holders of
workers' homes who have not met their
obligations in the past or signified their
inability to do so in the future; if so,
how many, both freeholders and lease-
holders? 2, In view of the number of
vacant houses in the metropolitan district,
and every likelihood of' the number being
increased, do the Government now think
it prudent to give effect to their declared
intention of increasing this expenditure?
3, As there is no necessity at present for
further workers' homes, will the Govern-
ment cease building when those at present
approved or under construction are corn-

pleted, with a view of having this money
spent in more urgent public works? 4,
Do the Government intend to take this
opportunity of revising the plans and
construction of the workers' homes with
a view of giving much greater accommo-
dation for a less cost in lieu of the present
systemI

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. The
Act was amended last session to enable
the board to give relief in eases of hard-
ship brought about by unemployment or
other causes. Under Part III. (Leasehold
system) 53 lessees are in arrears with
their payments. Under Part IV. 167
mortgagors are also in arrears with pay-
ments of instalments. 2, 3, and 4, These
matters are under consideration.

QUESTIONS (4) - WATER
PLIES.

SUP-

Goldfields Services, Meter Rents.
Mr,. GREEN asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, Will he take into consideration
the advisability of abolishing the rent
charged to householders for meters on
the Goldfields Water Supply services? 2,
If the position of the finances makes it
inadvisable to abolish the meter rents at
the present time, will he arrange for
householders to be allowed additional
water to the value of the rental, without
additional charge I

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1 and 2, It is regretted that the
finances of the Goldields Water Supply
undertaking do not admit of abolition of
meter rents, or of giving water in return
for the rents, unless the redaction of
revenue from this cause be made up by
increased charges in other directions. In
a letter dated 13th November, 1912, from
the Water Department to the conference
of local bodies at Kalgoorlie, the posi-
tion was explained, and suggestions were
invited as to how the loss of revenue
should be made up, but no reply to this
letter was received.

Street Watering, Cessation.
Mr. TAYLOR asked the M1inister

Mines: 1, Is it true he has issued
for
in-
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structions preventing farther street
watering ih Perth and suburhs? 2, if
so, is it only temporaryt

The M~INISTER FOR MINEIS re-
plied: 1, Yes, except on Fridays in
each week. 2, It is regretted that owing
to the exceptional drought the necessity
of restricting the use of water on streets
and roads will extend throughout the pre-
sent summer, and unless further eco-
nomy in the use of water generally is
exercised it will be necessary to also re-
strict consumption in other directions.

Hills Scheme for Metropolitan Area
Hon. J. D. CONNOLALY asked the

Minister for Mines: 1, Are the Govern-
ment aware of the urgent necessity in the
interest of public health of at once giv-
ing Perth a good hills water supply?
2, With a view of giving immediate re-
lief to the unemployed and also relieving
the people of the metropolitan district of
the vile and inadequate bore water which
they are at present forced to use, will the
Government immediately start the work
of a hills water supply for the metropoli-
tan districti 3, Will the Government
take into consideration that a work of
this kind would mean a large percentage
of the expenditure would be spent on
labour, whilst in the building of workers'
homes a very much smaller percentage
would be spent in labourl

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The matter of obtain-
ing from the Canning River a suitable
supply of hills water for the metropolis
is now engaging the close attention of
the Government and the department. Ac-
tive investigations are in progress by the
engineer for the metropolitan area to en-
able him to put forward working plans.
3, The earlier expenditure will not, as in-
dicated in the question, be mostly on lab-
our. The principal expense at the out-
set will be in obtaining and assembling
the necessary plant.

Osborne Park, Extension of Mains.
Mr. VERYARD asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, Is it a fact that an agreement
has been arranged between his depart-

meat and the Perth roads board for the
laying of water mains in Main-street,
Osborne Park 9 2, If so, when will the
work of laying the mains be commenced V

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, As soon as the neces-
sary piping can be procured.

QUESTIONS (3) -UNEMPLOYED.
Bush Fires Act and Land Clearing.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-

ister for Lands: 1, Are the Government
aware that under the provisions of the
Bush Fires Act, the hurning of timber is
now prohibited, and that new settlers are
consequently prevented from continuing
to clear their land? 2, In order to make
work available for some of our unem-
ployed, and at the same time to assist
the settlers in their patriotic desire to
clear and crop every possible acre of land
next season, will the Government sus-
pend the operations of the said Act, at
least in the districts where the local roads
boards desire that course to be followed?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Setting fire to the bush is pro-
hibited in certain districts for certain
periods by the Governor by notice in the
Government Gazette. 2, In every case
this season, where a request has been re-
ceived from a road board to remove the
prohibition or shorten the prohibited
period, it has been complied with, and
any further requests will be favourably
considered.

Relief Works.
Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: What

circumstances have arisen which pre-
vented him from carrying out his promise
to the unemployed deputation on the 19th
of last month, when he indicated that cer-
tain spaciflc Work would be immediately
provided?.

The PREMIER replied: I am not
aware of any circumstances having arisen
in the direction suggested in the question.

Meal Tickets.
Mr. SMITH asked the Hon. Rt. H.

Underwood (Honorary Minister) :1,
When will he be able to find the present
unemployed work? 2, Will the daily
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spectacle of issuing sixpenny meal tickets
to hundreds of wvorkless men be removed
before Christmas?

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: 1, By-and-by. 2, Issuing tickets
to workless men is not a spectacle; it is
an action, which I am afraid wvill have to
be continued, at least, until the weather
breaks.

QUESTIONS (2)-PERTH TRAM-
FWAYS.

TWorkmnen's Tickets and Extension of
System.

Mir. SMITH asked the Premier: When
will he place the users of the tramns on
the same footing as railway passen-
ger's in respect to cheap fares? 2, Will
be extend the time for workmen's tickets
to 9 am., so that workers using the trains
Lip to that hour may participate in the re-
duced fares? 3, What steps are being
taken to extend the tramways to sub-
urbs in need of this convenience? 4,
Does the department propose to estab-
lish motor 'bus services, as provided for
in the Tramways Act? 5, If so, when?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Until ad-
ditional power is available it is not pro-
posed to alter the existing fares. 2, This
would entail considerable loss of revenue
and it is, therefore, not proposed to ex-
tend the time as requested. 3, The ques-
tion of tramway extension has been in
hand for some considerable time, and is
to a large extent governed by the finan-
cial positionj but in any ease it is im-
possible to increase the service until the
new, power house is completed. 4, Not
at present. 5, See No. 4.

Concessions to Women Workers.
Mr. ALLEN ask-ed the Premier: Will

the Government grant to women travel-
ling to work by tram up to 9 tin, the
same privileges and concessions as at
present are enjoyed by men travelling
on workmen's tickets?

The PREMIER replied: Workmnan's
tickets are available up to 8 am., and
can be obtained by workers of either sex.

BILLS (6)-FIRST READING.
1, Esperance Northwards Railway.
2, Yillimining-Rondinin Railway Ex-

tension-.
3, Pinjarra-Dwarda Railway Exten-

sion.
4, Katanning-Nyabing Railway Exten-

Sion1.

5, City of Perth.
6, Boyanup-Busselton Railway Exten-

sion.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Third Day-Conclusion

Debate resumed from the previous day.
The PREMIER (Eon. J. Scaddan-

Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [4.51]: I regret
that owing to pressure of business, and
also to the very limited time at my dis-
posal, I have not been able to obtain from
the departments a complete reply to some
of what I may term the accusations made
against public officials by the leader of
the Opposition in his speech yesterday.
I want bon. members to take an assur-
ance from me that the burden of the hon.
gentleman's complaints with regard to
administrative affairs cannot fairly be
laid upon Ministers, but rests rather up-
on public officials. Until those officials
have had an opportunity of thoroughly
perusing the statements of the leader of
the Opposition and submitting their re-
plies to me, and through me to Parlia-
ment, I think it would be unfair for me
to endeavour to make any answer on
these counts. So far as the balance sheets
of the trading ventures are concerned, I
may say again what I have said pre-
viously, that 1 issued definite instructions
to the Under Treasurer over twelve
months since to the effect that I must
insist on the trading concerns producing
their balance sheets as early as may be
possible after the close of the financial
year for audit by the Auditor General.
Since that date, and prior to the criti-
cism on the fact that the balance sheets
had not been submitted, I again issued,
not as from myself, but as from Cabinet,
a minute to the effect that in the opinion
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of Cabinet somne officer was lac1~ing in his
duty in not having all the trading con-
cerns' balance sheets in the hands of the
Auditor Geeral long before the date of
that minute. I do not see that I can do
more, at this juncture, except to assure
the House that it is my wish,
and the wish of the Government,
that these trading concerns shall pro-
duce their balance sheets as early
as is practicable. I cannot be ex-
pected to stand behind the shoul-
ders of the accountants in the vani-
ous departments to see that those officers
are doing what we wish they should do,
and what Parliament has a right to de-
mand that they shall do. But what T do
propose is, to call upon the officials
responsible to explain to me the delay,
and, when those expolanations have duly
reached me, to submit them to Parlia-
meat in order that hon. members. may
understand who is responsible for the
delays that have occurred. Having made
that reference to the subject of the bal-
ance Sheets of the trading concerns, I
propose, as far as is, possible, to avoid
what may be termed following the leader
of the Opposition in his carping criticism
-criticism of a nature -which is not
either helpful or elevating. I use
the word "elevating" with due re-
gard to the fact that the hon.
gentleman in his position as leader
of the Opposition has times with-
out number endeavoured to deliver to
members on this side of the House lee-
hires on culture. .1 may now give the
hon. gentleman to understand that I
grasp the reason why 'he speaks of
culture, when I see that word spelled in
thienewspapers of recent date "knltur."
The hon. member who lectured on culture
yesterday referred to this party in the
fnllowing terms :-"Hon. members oppo-
site souirm in their seats and squeal and
bite like hyenas." What magnificent
languame to come from the lender of the
Opposition, a party leader who presumes
that at some date he will he called upon
again to fill the position of Premier of
this State.

31r. Bolton: Never.

The PREMIER: I am not so certain
of that as the hon. member interjecting.
I think that public opinion in Austr&a
is such that as time goes on the people
will demand a change of Government;
end I think that perhaps after' all it
is desirable that such a change should
take place. I say it, not from the point
of view of a change of policy, but from
the point of view of a change of adminis-
trators; because, after all, new brooms
sweep clean. Moreover, a change of
Government is sometimes a lesson to
those who have been critical sup-
porters of the Government for the
time being, teaching them that a
change is not always so desirable as
they may imagine. I state without
fear of contradiction that it would have
been a magnificient organ ising medium
for the present Government and for the
Labour party generally if the recent
elections had returned a: majority of Lib-
erals, Our supporters would have dis-
covered, what I regret to say they have
not yet discovered, that uinder existing
conditions we cannot be expected as a
Ministry to give to party questions the
same attention as we would have given
these questions under normal conditions.
but that we must give all possible heed
to the vital necessity of keeping the ship
of State afloat. Our ditties are heavy, and
the duties of Ministers in this State were
never heavier than they are at present.
I am well aware that the newspapers say
that I never worry. Well, T do not
worry. T admit th at at once. Hut, at
the same time, that. fact does not take
from my shoulders the burden of carry-
ing on the affairs of the State in the in-
terests of the whole of the peo-
ple. I appreciate the difficulty of
the task, and I shall apply myself
to it as well as T can for as long
as my health will stand the strain. I
know the difficulties, and appreciate
them: and I want hon. members above
all others to try and appreciate those
difficulties as well. I do not ask for sym-
pathy. I go further, and I demand the
assistance. not only of 'members sitting
behind the Government. but of bon. mem-
bers opposite as well. Now, the first item
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we had from the~ leader of the Opposi-
tion sprang from his desire to define
his position. In reply to the member for
Oeraldton (Mr. Heitniann), who said he
would like to know who is leader of the
*Opposition, the hon. gentleman asserted
that he was in his position on those
benches by virtue of the fact that it was
the unanimous wish of those sitting in
Opposition that he should occupy that
seat. That statement, however, is hardly
correct.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No. I said,' by
the unanimous wish of members of the
Opposition.

The PREMflER: Well, by the unani-
mous wish of the members of the Op-
position.

ROn. Frank Wilson: That is a differ-
ent thing.

The PREMIER: That statement
means one of two things, either that the
Country party has given the hon. gen-
tleman some definite assurance with re-
gard to support, or else that the hon.
gentleman does not look upon the Coun-
try party as being in opposition to the
Government. I rather think the latter
is the view to take. Whether the hon.
gentleman himself took it or not, I do
not know.

Hon. Frank Wilson; You are seeking
for information.

Mr. George: Fishing for information.
The PREMIER: I am just pointing

out what the hon. member's statement
was, and what that statement means. I
may point out also that the hon. mem-
ber is filling the position of leader of the
Opposition, not only by the unanimous
wish of those sitting in Opposition, but
by reason of the wish of the electors that
he remain in Opposition.

Mr. George: That is not had at all.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Was my state-

ment incorrect, then?
The PREIER: Had it not been the

wish of the people of this State that the
hon. gentleman should remain in Oppo-
sition, he would have now been sitting
on the Treasury bench. Then we have
the leader of the Country party, the new
party, which after all in some respects

we must of necessity welcome, because
its members represent a definite policy,
a policy to which each of these members
is pledged, be it right or be it wrong.
Those responsible for the advent of the
members of the Country party to Parlia-
mentary life will at least feel that they
have given expression to definite pledges
and a definite policy, to which they may
fairly expect those members to give
effect in Parliament at the earliest op-
portunity. I cannot complain of that,
because the party sitting on the Minis-
terial side of the House came into Par-
liament on exactly the same lines,
pledged to give effect to a definite
policy.

Mr. Taylor: Yes; only they alter their
policy pretty well every fortnight, as
their Conference meets.

The PREMIER: I will admit there
are differences between the respective
constitutions of the two parties, but each
of these two parties came into Parlia-
ment pledged to a definite policy. As a
matter of fact, I would not be fair either
to my Own party or to the party which
Occupies the Opposition cross-benches if
I were not at once to admit that from
.the outset I anticipated, I fully expected,
the announcement made last night by
the leader of that party. I looked for
exactly the announcement which the hon.
member did make. I want to mention
here that the leader of the Country party
stated at the outset that for the infor-
mation of interested and of disinterested
parties he wished to define the position
of the Coutitry party. I take it that in
speaking of an interested party the
leader of the Country party referred to
the leader of the Opposition, and I take
it further that in speaking of a disin-
terested party he referred to the head of
the Governmnent. I interpret the state-
ment of the leader of the Country party
in that manner at all events, because I
can assure this House that on no occasion
have I attempted to induce the Country
party to ally themselves with, or place
themselves at the beck of, the present
Government. I have never at any time
approached the member for Irwin (Air.
James Gardiner) or any one else con-
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nected with the Country party. Neither
on the public platform nor through the
Press have I given the slightest indica-
tion that I was desirous of obtaining
the support of the third party. I wish
now to define my position clearly. My
position is that so long as I arc pledged
to a definite policy and a definite party
I will positively decline to retain office by
the support of a third party which may
or may not, as suits the -whim of its
members, continue to support me, which
may at any time withdraw its support
from me.

Mr. E. B. Johnston. You are not
prepared to buy th~ir support?

The PREMIER:- I am merely defining
my position. Having said that much
I desire to say that while I remain on
the Ministerial bench I shall never
refuse to accept advice, support, or
assistance from a third party or from.
the direct opposition itself. As the
leader of the Country petty came in
with a definite policy we also came in
with a definite policy, and unless that
policy receives the srupport of a majority
of the members of this House then I
shall ask to be relieved from putting
my policy into operation. I want mem-
bers to understand that -while that is
the case, wvhile I am not asking any
party to give us their support, I claim
the right to ask those sitting in Oppo-
sition to the Government, owing to
the present condition of affairs, to render
the same assistance that I claim from
members who are sitting behind the
Government. T make mistakes; al
Ministers make mi'stakes, and all members
make mistakes. Some members who
were in the last Parliament are -not
here to-day in consequence of having
made mistakes, but I say that -while
I remain here I give the House the
assurance that at this moment every
Minister recognises the fact that he has
to give his best, and practically the
whole of his time to the consideration
of the interests of the State as a whole,
and not do anything in the nature of
party under the existing condition of
affairs. The leader of the Opposition
said last night that it was his desire
tio drop party bickering. I saw, -with

some surprise, when I took up the West
Auseralian this morning a very pertinent
interjection made by the leader of the
Country party had been omitted, for
after the leader of the Opposition said
that it was his desire to drop party
bickering he immediately began to
criticise the Governument en exactly
the same lines as his criticism of the last
three years. -There has never beern an
Address-in-rpply debate or a -Budget
debate in which many of the statements
which the leader of the Opposition made
yesterday were not included within his
criticism, and now he comes here after
the general election with a fag of truce
and gives an assurance that he is; prepared
to help the Government, but immediately
he has; stated that, as many Germans
have done b6f ore him, he drew his
pist,6l and pointed it pointhlank at my
head. He immediately proceeded to
criticise the Government on a basis
that is not helpful or of assstance to
those outside as well as those inside.

11 ask members to sit, down and carefully
read his speech again. I am asking
a great Ijeal. no doubt, but in order -to
decide if there is, one thing in'the speech
that will help the'Govern~ment 6f the
'day to tide us over our present difficulties
-I have gone carefully -through that
speech, and I do not finid one thing.
it isftrue the hon. memaber mde reference
to the unemp.loyed and -asserted many
things that could be done to absorb
them. I went through the proposals
6f the hon. member to see how far they
would help it, and I find little or no
help. Without exception, every pro-
posal meant the expenditure of a tremen-
dous sum of money in plant and materi~l,
-and it would be months before the pro-
posal would be of any service to us,
and money would have to be expended
in plant and material that cannot be
supplied in this State. I have asked
the Minister for Works for some figures
in relation to these proposals, and 'I
have them under the signature of the
Engineer-in-Chief and they are here.
Take. harbour imnprovements, which he
said would absorb some of -the un-
employed. The estimated cost for the
first section eof the dtnirite 'hsrbiur

109
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improvements outlined-Albanty, £65,000.
The estimated expenditure in labour
in the first year if we push on with the
work would be.£23,000, and £27,000 in
material and plant to be imported.
Bunbury, £210,000 for the first section ;
we only propose to spend £33,000 in
labour and £2,000 in material and
plant. That will 'absorb a fair number
of men. , Qeraldton, about £430,000. In
12 months we could only do a little
dredging. I want to explain to members
that the Engineer-in-Chief has not taken
into acacount the new plant that would
have to be obtained to do all the harbour
extensions if they were carried on
side by side, but has only taken into
account the actual plant that would be
required if the extensions to the harbours
were made on an economical basis and
not all being carried on at one and
the same time.

Hfon. Frank Wilson: You have
been humbugging the electors of the
districts then.

The PREMIER:- Fremai~tle, £670,000.
The estimated expenditure in labour
is £73,000, and £72,000 in material. On
these harbours the estimated expend-
iture, that is the amount we could expend
in the first 12 months, would be £132,000
in labour end £103,000 in material and
plant, making a total of £235,000.
Then we come to railway construction,
and the oater we proceed in railway
construction the faster we have to,
import railway material. The amounts
are £190,000 in labour, and £140,000
in plant. In rails and fastenings,
£175,000, that is material, or a total on
railway construction of £190,00 0 ex-
pended on labour, end £315,000 ex-
pended in the employment of people
elsewhere.

Mr. Heitnan: That is what be
believes in.I

The PREMIER:- Making a total for
harbours and railway lines of £322,000
in labour and £418,000 in plant and
material to, be imported into the State,
that is, we estimate the expenditure
for the 12 months at £740,000. Then
again the hon. member made reference
to the hills water supply. That question
I discussed with the officer of the Water

'Supply Department only last week, to
see if we could absorb some of the
unemployed in making provision for the
necessary reservoir in the Canning Rills,
but in considering the making of the
necessary reservoir the first essential,
it is pointed out, is to import machinery
to the extent of £80,000 or £70,000
unless we want to double the cost of
the provision of the reservoir and only
counting the expenditure of the danger-
ous undertaking ; but it will take many
years to complete. The provision of a
large sum of money to import plant
arnd material to perform the work,
which will not render us any great
assistance, would be very large. Whbat
we are endeavouring to do is to find
work for our citizens, and have the
plant and machinery which is necessary

-to allow that, as far as possible, to be
obtained within the State. I do not
object to the expenditure of money
on plant or material as long as we are
finding employment for our people,
but I object at this stage to commnitting
the State to a huge expenditure of
money on some work which cannot be
completed within 12 months and which
will not find much employment for our
people, and at the end of 12 months -we
shall not know if we have to close
down the work through not being able to
find further money to continue it. At
the present time we can only see 12
months ahead, and I want to conserve
the money -which we have obtained from
the Federal Treasury so as to keep the
wheels of our machinery in motion as
long as we can, and I hope that at the
end of the 12 months there will be a
condition of things not only in the
Empire, but in all countries, and in

*Australia generally which -will allow
*us to proceed with renter speed with
the works which are necessary, but
which must be postponed for the moment.
The hon. member has said something
about workers' homes and whether
they axe necessary. I am looking for
light in that particular. I have not
pledged myself in the matter of con-
tinuing the operation of the Workers'
Homes Board in all districts, but in some
districts, Ceraldton in particular, we
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must proceed with further homes or
somebody els& must provide homes,
beeauseypeople cannot get a house in
Oeraldton now for love or money.

Thu-. E. B. Johnston: Neither can
you in Narrogin.

The PREMIER]: I know personally
about Geraldton because I was there
a short time ago. The Workers' Homes
Board have applications fromrpeople
where there are two families living in one
tenement and where one person being
a successful applicant was unable to
meet his payments. This person said,
"I am ready to move out if you find
me7.another tenement, I do not care of
wbat class." As the board could not
find him another tenement he had to
rtmain. Would hon. members ask me
under those conditions to cease the
building of workers' homes ? Is it fair
that I should ask the workers to carry
all the burdens of the present crisis.
I want to distribute them as far as
possible. I tell the workers that th6y will
have to carry their share of the burden,
but I am determined while A am Trea-
surer that the other sections of the
community shall carry their share as
well as others.

Mr. Oeorge: Are they iot doing it ?I
The PREMIER : Not all of them, not

by any means, and it does not stand to
their credit-the action of some of thenm
in this direction which I could mention
if necessary. I want to assure members
that so far as workers' homes are con-
cerned I am prepared to cease operations
in the metropolitan areas as soon as
Parliament gives some power to a com-
mission or some authority the right to
allow a person to get a home at a reason-
able rental if available. -If members
will take the trouble to turn up the
West Australian they will find to-day
houses of only four rooms for which
the owners are demanding as much as
20s. or 21s. a week rent, and, as an
hon. member told me last evening,
when a worker goes into one of these
houses and brightens it up a little
by making a garden then the landlord
puts up the rent by another 2s. 6d.
A house which is not sufficient for a
man with a wife and two or three children

has to pay 'tiibute to the landlord to
the extent of l'7s. 6d. to 25s. a week.
Of course I understand that the landlord
has to he considered as an investor, and
I am prepared to give him proper
consideration, but he has no right,
while the worker is called on to work
only half time, to demand -the same
amount under existing'; conditions as
he could fairly demand under normal
conditions.

Mr. George: Then you should reduce
your taxes accordingly.

The PREMIER: Therefore I want my
position to be made clear. I am pre-
pared to call a truce on this matter.
I have instructed the Workers' Homes
Board to-day not to further approve
of workers' dwellings in the me tropolitan
area until they hear further from me.
I am not directing the board how they
shall proceed until I give Parliament
an opportunity of declaring whether
they wish -the board to* provide the
workers' home or give the working class
an opportunity of getting a home* at
a reasonable rental, at the same time
protecting the man who has invested
his money in property. The hon. member
has made some mention about work that
we could proceed with. I say we are
at the present moment called on to
Biid employment in the direction that
will be M~ near as possible immediately
productive. It is all very, well for
the leader of the ountry party to say
that we can go on spending money On
works which we know will eventually
bb reproductive ; but in my Treasury
returns-the only Taturns taken notice
of b$' interested. political partisans--
the only flghrcs I can show are those
of actual cash receipts or actual pay-
ments made. If I spend loan moneys on
the construction of railways that do not
from the jump pay axle grease I have
to pay interest and sinking fund charges
as regularly as any hon. member has
to pay for his sugar. That being so,
ifI spend money on work not immediately
reproductive I shall continually increase,
my deficit, and I have no hesitation
in saying that we have proceeded at
such a rate with- railway construction
that if we do not ease up somewhat it
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will land us on the rocks. Another
thing which the people represented
by our friends on the crossbencohes
do not fully grasp is that they are
given better consideration in regard to
railway freights than are the producers
in the other States.

Mr. Coorge: No.

The PREMIER:; I say yes. They
do not take into account the fact that
mn Western Australia we pay more per
ton for coal used on the railways than
is paid in the Eastern States ; nor do
they take into account the fact that
our water-supplies for railway purposes
are very much more expensive than in'
any of the other States of the Common-
wealth, and that, generally speaking,
the cost of operating our railway system
is, in the very nature of things, more
expensive than that of any of the systems
in any other part of Australia. Not-
withstanding that fact, we give our
rural producers as good, and in some
eases better, consideration than the
producer receives in the other States.
Then in addition we have constructed
railways at such a pace that we have
to-day a mile of railway for every
hundred of the population. Is it possible
to run our railway system, with 106
tons of tare and only a ton or two for
freight ? We cannot do it. Again, can
we ask the population of the community.
every man, woman and child, to carry
the burden of increasing interest and
sinking fund charges on our railway
system?7 It cannot be done ; and I
say the solution is that we call upon
those in the farming community who hold
more land than they can cultivate to
disgorge and give someone else an
opportunity of bringing that land into
use and so increasing the railway returns.
One of the greatest difficulties we have
to contend with is the fact that hundreds
of settlers have gone out into agricul-
tural districts and taken up far more
land than they can properly work, in
the hope of some day disposing of it to
advantage. Such men should be made
to disclose their position to a duly
appointed board, and seeing that they
have more land than they can use
they should be told they must dis-

gorge portion of it to someone who can
use it, and thus make the railways pay.
Will any hon. member deny the fact that
there are numerous cases of men who
have gone out and taken up land and,
on hearing of someone else applying
for land in the district, have gone mn
to the department and taken up further
blocks, although they could not cultivate
all the land they already had ? I say
the land along our constructed railways
must of necessity be cultivated, other-
wise we shall have around our necks
an everlasting burden of interest end
sinking fund charges in respect to our
railway system. We must find employ-
ment that will be as far as possible
immediately reproductive. I am getting
applications every day from members
of Parliament and from roads boards
and oilier local authorities for the ex-
penditure of money in different direc-
tions, and the applicants invariably
assure me that such expenditure must
ultimately recoup the Government ten-
fold.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
the karri country
position!?

Why not ringbark
that is a safe pro-

The PREMIER: I can assure the
House that a great deal of the expenditure
made during the last three years--which
were normal until about August last,
and consequently I was justified in
taking the risk-hasi been in the direction
of ultimate returns. But am I justified
under the existing conditions in taking
such risk to-day if I can expend the
money in a way that will give me an
immediate return ? We must centre our
attention on producing that which can
be sold in the world's market at the
close of the l9l6,l7 harvest. I am
not limiting that to the production
of cereals ; there are many other lines
which we can produce in Western
Australia. Even to-day, under the pre-
vailing conditions, when we ought to
be endeavouring to produce every penny
worth of food stuff that can be pro-
duced, we are sending cargoes of sover-
eigns out of the State for the purpose
of importing stuff that can be produced
here.
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Mr. George :You will not put on
trains to carry the produce from the
South-West when it is grown.

The PREMIER:; There is the hion.
member again. Let me tell him that
the Government did not influence the
Commissioner of Railways in the slight-
est degree in regard in putting on or
taking off the trains; the only in-
structions which have gone from the
Government have been i the direction
of telling thle Commissioner to keep in
mind the fact that under existing con-
ditions we cannot afford to run trains
at a loss in the interests of any particular
individual or group of individuals. We
can only afford to run at a loss trains
which are for the convenience of the
whole community.

,Mr. George: You should do what you
can to encourage the producers in the
South-West.

The PREMIER: They have never
attempted to farm the South-West yet,
and the hion. member knows that.

Aft. George: You know nothing about
it.

The PREMIER : I can go to places
in the South-West where, climbing a
pinnacle, one could look around and
see land not second even to that in
the Warrnambool district in Victoria;
and the only use to which such land is
being put is the raising of a few sheep,
with now and then a few cattle.

, Mr. George: That is a libel.
,The PREIHER : I say it is correct.
, Mr. George: It is net.
,The PREMIER: I am hesitating

about the early construction of the line
from Boyanup to Margaret River,
because I fear the people there do not
realise the value of, indeed the necessity
for, intense culture to make the railway
service pay. It is altogether imprac-
ticable that we should construct railways
in sparsely-populated districts simply
because owners in old-established districts
are holding out of use land lying along
the existing railways. There are certain
districts which we should define as being
suitable for intense culture, and we
should insist that the owner of a large
block should make use of it, or give
.place, to others who will do so. There
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are too many large holders in the South-
West who are doing nothing with their
land except raising a few sheep, and
perhaps a few cattle, and rowing
sufficient potatoes for household purposes.
We have to face the position, and
without any party feeling - whatever
I ask lion. members to consider this.
It hats been borne in on me more than
ever during thle last few months, and
I assert that we cannot continue to
build railways when we already have
a mile of railway for every hundred
of population. We must see that the
land along constructed railways is being
properly utilised in order that the rail-
ways may pay their way. The leader
of the Opposition made some reference
to trading concerns, and asserted of
course that they have not been re-
sponsible for the employment of a single
additional man, but on the contrary
have been in competition with our
own citizens. The lion. member must
have known that that statement was
hardly correct. As a matter of fact
most of our trading concerns have
only operated in competition with trusts
and combines, and I make that statement
without any party feeling. We estab-
lished implement works, and those
works are employing our own citizens,
which is a thousand times better then
importing implements from outside the
State, some of them manufactured
by the International Harvester Trust
of Canada and America. Those works
are employing many hands, and they
are operating, not in opposition to
our own citizens, but in opposition
to combines outside the State. When
we talk about protection, what do we
mean ? Do we mean that we want
protection to make people pay high
duties ?-because it must be remembered
that the high duties have to be recouped
by the consumer. I am in favour of
protecting Australian industries, but
I appreciate the fact that the rural pro-
ducer in our State has to pay the duty
if we import an article. If we can
manufacture it, the tariff should be
high enough to compel us to manu-
facture it ; and we will manufacture it in
overy sense betto~r than the imnported
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article. Our manufactured articles com-
pare more than favourably with the
imported lines ; we are selling them
cheaper, and at the same time paying
our employees better wages than are
paid by the manufacturers of the im-
ported article. If this is not better
than all the tariffs I do not know what
is. If we can manufacture our own
requirements in Western Australia, then
we have heard the last from those of
the farming community who say they
are paying the bulk of the taxes. They
are paying the bulk of the taxes because
our tariff is not high enough ;if it was
lower the case would be still harder.
Many of these things are controlled
outside Australia, where we cannot get
at them, but if we manufacture in the
Commonwealth we can get at the manu-
facturer, and make him give a fair
deal to the consumer. Let us take
our sawmiills; what is the position i
regard to the timber industry to-day
The member for Nelson (Mr. Willmott)
will be able to tell the House that the
State sawmills wre cutting faster to-day
than they were before the declaration
of war. When war was declared, we
were employing 500 men in the sawmill
department. While Mlillerns' have closed
down practically all their mills, and the
other timber eompanies also have closed
down, the Government to-day are em-.
ploying, through their State sawmill
department, 1,200 men. And we have
made contracts since the declaration
of war.

Hon. J. Mlitchell: For export

The PREMIER : Yes ; we are
preparing to export timber to the
Eastern States, to South Africa, and
to Great Britain itself, and I have no
hesitation in saying that before many
months are over we will be exporting
timber to the Continent to make up
some of the destruction there caused
by the war. I want the hon. member
to appreciate the fact that while he
complains about our trading concerns,
so far as these two trading concerns are
affected, the sawmilling concern in
particular, whilst others have been
closed up. owing to causes over which
there was no control, our own depart-

went is employing more than double the
number which was employed prior
to the declaration of the war.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell !The South Aus-
tralian contract keeps you going.

The PREMIER :The sme thing
applies to other companies as well.
I will tell the hon. member what we
are doing. We are employing hewers,
thrown out by the Millers' and other
companies and wvith these we arc cutting
sleepers in advance of our requirements.
They are storing these sleepers in the
bush to-day and we are paying these
men a sustenance wage of £2 10s. per
week, in order to keep them going,
although we are unable to do anything
with these sleepers at the present time.
When we can find a market for them,
however, we undertake to pay these men
the balance that will be due to them.
However, we give them at the same
time sufficient on which to cxist-and
it is only sufficient for an existence-
in order to tide them over. But did
Millers' and other companies do that?
Did other companies give such terms?
Did any of them offer to give sustenance
to each man at the rate of £2 10s. a week,
and take all the sleepers they could cut
and pay the balance to the men when
a market had been found for the sleepers ?
The Government, however, took these
men over from the companies and
employed them, and we have now ready
cut in the bush anything up to 100,000
sleepers waiting for a market.

Mir. George: Are you meeting the
expenses of the sawmills?

The Minister for Works: Yes, and.
we are making a profit.

M'.r. George: Then I am glad to hear
it.

The PREMI ER: The lion. member
made some reference to a question
which has been exercising the minds
of the people of Australia, and not
merely the people of Western Australia,
for some years past. That is the ques-
tion of preference to unionists. I am
not going to delay the House by going
into the question of preference to union-
ists in Government employment. I want
to tell the House, however, that I have
never on any occasion been fearfl
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of expressing my opinion that we should
go further in the matter of employment
than by providing for preference to
unionists on Government works, and
by Act of Parliament to provide for
preference to unionists throughout the
State. That is a definite declaration.
I want hon. members to understand
my position.

Member: The hon. member for
Northam voted for that last year.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
did not; be voted for compulsory
unionismn.

Mr. George: The Premier would
not vote for it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
said that the action of the Federal
Government in instituting preference to
unionists on Government works was
a blot on the Federal Labour Govern-
ment. It is that sort of blot, which
was called the JBraddon blot on one
occasion, and a blot which can be proved
to be a very successful one, and which
will help very materially in the matter
of maintaining a right attitude in giving
lair consideration to our citizens. It
is a blot which was endorsed only
recently by the people of Australia.
We have had the expense of a double
dissolution. Why ? Merely because Mr.
Cook, the late Prime Minister, wanted
to get a fresh expression of opinion from
the people of Australia on the question
of preference to unionists ; and lie got
it. The result was that the second
Chamber is stronger to-day than it ever
was in so far as preference to unionists
is concerned, whilst the lower Chamber
has been returned with a substantial
majorit on the side of the Government.
I now want to deal with the matter
from another aspect. The hon. member
complained about preference to union-
ists. Will he not admit that he has
supported Governments which have in-
troduced Bills the effect of which was
to give preference to unionists?

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have no
recollection of anything of the sort.

The PREIER: The hon. member
does not recollect it. He has a
convenient memory. The only diffi-
culty about the hon. member is that

he can only see these things from a
sectional pofnt of view, from the point
of view of the manual worker, the
labourer, the man who ought to be
compelled to sell his labour for what-
ever price lie can get for it. He can-
not see these things front the point of
view of the medical profession, or from
that of the law. Hon. members of the
back benches can see what is coming.
The hon. member talks about an entrance
fee of £2 for tally clerks. What was the
entrance fee which the member for
Claremont (M'.r. Wisdom) paid to join
his union in order that he might practice
his profession here ? Then there are the
veterinary surgeons which we only
provided for during the last Parliament.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do you approve
of the action of the tally clerks' union.

The PREMIER : Yes, but not the
action of the union which the hon.
member mentioned last night. He was
not correct.

Mr. Wisdom: What union do I belong
to ?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knows that he only recently filled a
position which hie could not fill without
his being a member of a certain organ-
isation.

Mr. Wisdom: That is not a union.
The PREMIER: No, of course it is

not a union. They call it an association,
but the two things are exactly the same.
Why is it that the British Medical
Association is in such a strong position
to-day that they can dictate to the
people in Western Australia, and we
cannot say them nay?

'Mr. O'Loghlen: The most tyrannical
body in the State.

The PREMIER: Where did these
people get preference to unionists
from ? They do not get it in the way
that the workers sometimes get it, but
their preference to unionists is distin-
guished by Act of Parliament. Their
preference to unionists is brought about
by Act of Parliament, and we cannot
say them nay. Then we have the
veterinary surgeons, and in Western
Australia we even have the surveyors
and engineers. Preference to unionists
can also be said to apply to the church,
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for its men cannot fill the pulpit until
they join the parsons' union. If that
is the position why should it apply to all
the higher professions, and not apply
to the manual labourers ? A Liberal
member of the Legislative Council de-
scribed the labourer as the flotsam
and jetsam of humanity.

Air. George: Go on !
The PREMIER:- The lion, member

may be blessing himself that he is
not attached to such a party, but never-
theless a Liberal member, speaking of
these people, described them as being
the flotsam and jetsam of Inuntanity,
and therefore they had no right to any
consideration, and should be compelled
to sell their labour for whatever price
they could get. A case was mentioned
by the leader of the Opposition himself,
the case of the tally clerks. Owing to
the fact that there was not the same
amount of work to be found on the
wharves the men were earning no more
than 2s. a day. Then it was that a man
went amongst them, probably sent by an
employer, trying to get an opportunity to
cut them down to Is. Od. The work
was not there, as I have said. These
men were trying to get along, and in
order to make the best of the position
they cut up the work between themn
and they were not prepared to accept
anything they were offered. A man
must live after all, and they have a
perfect right to place a. bar on the effort
of the employers to cut down their
wages, and to join together as others
have done to assist in furthering that
object just as members of other pro-
fessions keep men out of them until
they have paid a high fee in order to
join them.

Mlr. Georgd: What about the water-
side workers ?

The PREMIER:- But the hon. member
does believe in preference to unionists
even for the labouring classes. At all
events he did believe in it, but I hope
he has changed his mind of recent
months. At any rate lie expressed his
opinion pretty definitely on the public
platform. The hion. member said in
addressing an organised meeting in con-
nection with the independent workers

launched by Mr. Yarlett, who has since
absconded --

Mr. 3funsie: He was a good sample
of the independent worker, and left a
wife and child to the care of the State.

The PREMNIER:- At this meeting
the Leader of the Opposition said,
" I welcome such an organisation to
Western Australia.. ".Why ? " hie said.
"To break down the tyranny of the
Trades Hall."

Hon. Frank Wilson : I never addressed
any meeting of an organisation connected
with independent workers.

The PREMNIER: The hon. member's
memory fails him. It was only in this
Chamber that hie said he welcomed it.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- The hon. member
said I was addressing a meeting of that
organisation ; I did not do SO.

The PREMIER : I believe it was
at Queen's Park or some other place.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I never addressed
any such meeting.

The PREIER: I stand corrected;
I understand now it was on behalf of
the Employers' Federation that the
hon. member was speaking. The fact
remains that he made reference to the
introduction in Western Australia of
that particular organisa~tion.

Ron. Frank Wilson: 1 never addressed
any organisation in connection with
independent workers.

The PRE~ffER: The hon. member
has pledged himself to support that
particular organisation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T did not.
The PREMIER:- Of course the heon.

member did.
Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not, and

I never addressed any such rnieting.
The PRE-MIER: The hion. member

never means what ho says. While the
hion. member was making that state-
mnent the president of the Victorian
Employers' Federation was delivering
an address almost at the same time
in 'Melbourne. Thie name of the gentle-
man was Mr. R. 0. B~lackwood, and this
is a portion of what he said-

The next step taken was the estab.
lislunent of a labour bureau within
the building whtich employers were
asked to patronise.

116



[9 DECEMBERi, 1914.] 117

Where they had their secretary estab-
lished there they also established a
labour bureau.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where was this ?

The PREMIER: It was in Melbourne,
and the employers were asked to pat-
ronise it. They were going to form a
branch here and the hon. member
welcomed it. The remarks of Mr. Black-
wood proceeded-

This is an essential feature of the
movement, and has been the means of
very largely increased membership.
The men seem to go naturally to where
they can secure work.

This was because the employees were
boycotting trades unions in favour of
their own unions, which were put tip for
the purpose of undermining the interests
of trades unions.

Those that turn up, generally from
60 to 70 a day, are carefully criticised
by the bureau secretary, when all ob-
vious loafers are passed out.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do you object to
loafers being passed out?

The PREMIER: The remarks pro-
Ccid-

The respectable men's names are en-
tered in the register and employment
found for them as soon as possible,
but before taking up a job they must
become members of the "Independent
Workers" by paying Is. down and
agreeing to pay the subscription of 6id.
per man per week.

There is the preference to unionists given
by the Employers' Federation which tfie
hon. member, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, represents, if he represents anything
at all in this Chamber. This is the sort
of union which they hope to put into
operation for the purpose of undermin-
in- what they term the tyranny of the
Trades Hall. But what about the genui-
mne worker of Western Australia? What-
ever faults there may be to find with the
Trades Hall, and I have sometimes found
fault with them myself-

Hon. Prank Wilson: No, the hon. mem-
ber cannot find any fault there.

The PRE3IER: The hon. member is
quite wrong. I have found fault 'with the

Trades Hall, just as the Trades Hall has
found fault with me.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, that is it;
they have found fault with you.

The PREMIER: I know they do, but
I say notwithstanding all their faults, the
fact remains that trades unionism in Aus-
tralia, as in other parts of the world, has
had the effect of uplifting the working
classes and enabling them to demand
those rights to which they were justly en-
titled, and has enabled them to see that
no one section of the community shall
have all the preference, and they them-
selves shall not always be the serfs and
the under-dogs. I do not care for the
opinions of the Employers' Federation,
but I stand side by side with those who
are engaged in helping to lift those who
have been the bottom dog to get tip the
ladder somewhat to a level to which they
are justly entitled, even if others may have
to do down a step or two in the process.
The last three years there has been a
more even distribution of the wealth of
Western Australia than ever previously
ia the history of the State. I shall not
be forced to waver from my attitude in
this direction by all the talent that may
be brought to hear upon me from the
other side of the House. I am not pre-
pared to take the responsibility of un-
doing by one fell blow all the good that
has accrued to the worker by com-
bination through Trades Unionism. I
know what is at the back of the
bon. member's mind in the matter, and
he has the support of another place, in
spite of all that little talk about Govern-
ment motor cars, and extensions of the
penny tram service for the purpose of
trying to let themselves down as lightly
as possible, all of which is un derlying
his endeavour to use the present distress
in Western Australia to break down the
position which has been built up by the
hardihood of the men who are being
called, as I have said, the flotsam and jet-
sam of the community. I am prepared
to leave to-morrow, for the position has
no pleasures for me. I should have much
preferred that somebody else might have
been here to carry the burden which has
to be carried in these trying times, but
I recognise, and the hon. member knows
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it too, that while I sit here I will per-
form the diuties of the office and bear its
responsibilities. Trades unionists, what-
ever faults they may have, have made
steady progress, until now they have their
mcnhljers; of Parliament, and ideed have
a Labour Government in office. What-
ever they have done they have done by
means of hard work. I think they have
isunderstood the position sometimes,

lbut they have always toiled hard, some-
times even at the loss of some manl's op-
portunity of winning bread for his wife
and family through discrimination of ema-
ployers- by boycott, etc. I came here, how-
ever, and will remain here only' so long
as I am able to maintain that position
and no longer. I am going to maintain it,
and when we come to that st age when it is
to be broken down with one fell swoop
some one from the Opposition may come
in and do it. I am no party to long-
flours and to low wages. Why, in Lon-
don wve boast that Western Australia
produces more wealth per head of the
population than any other part of the
world, and at the same time we are ask-
ing people to work for 4s. (Sd. a day. I
know our present difficulties, and I know
we have to face them fairly and squarely.
I told the Railway Officers' Association
hy letter only twvo days ago that I was
not prepared to listen to the slightest re-
quest in the direction of increases of
either wages or any other privileges that
would mean an increase in cost of a single
penny in the operating of the railway
system. I will tell the same thing to any
others who may apply, and I wvill tell
them further that under existing condi-
tions and tinder what we may have to go
Ihrou1gi 'they should consider themselves
fortunate to be able to maintain their
present positions, much less attempt to
bring about an improvement of them. It
is our intention to distribute the burden
fairly over all sections of the community,
and we hope to get over the difficulty
without calling upon one section only to
car*, the burden. There are companies
to-day which are making greater profits
than they did in former times, and they
are not paying a single penny towards
the cost of Government.

Yr. S. Stubbs: Who are they?

The PREMIER: The West Australian
newsjpaper company is one.

Mr. Bolton: You have heard that be-
fore.

The PREMIER: The Sunday limes is
another.

iMr. Smith: Wrong.
The PREMIER: I say it is not wrong,

and I challenge the hion. member.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Be calm.
rrhe PREMIER: Well, that newspaper

is continually saying that it is the duty
of thie Government to find work for the
unemployed, and the men holding meet-
ings on the Esplanade are almost threat-
citing the lives of Ministers. It is time
tlit thie people understood the position.

Mr. George: You are not downcast.
The PREMIER: Not a bit. I am here

and I will stand to my position so long
as I remain here, but is it a fair thing, I
ask, for these companies to continue to
make huge profits and pay nothing to the
State3 Is it honest?

Air. S. Stunhbs: They say it is not true.
The PREMIER: I challenge the bon.

member to take up the cudgels on behalf
of the Sunday Times, and to give me the
right from my place on the floor of the
House to reply- and show the profits
which wvere made last year by that news-
paper, and from which not a penny was
paid in dividend duty. I challenge the
proprietor of the West Australian to do
likewise, and not only the news-
Papers-

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are hitting
lowv.

The PREMIER: It is time to hit low.
Hon. Frank Wilson: You have no

right to attack these people.
The PREMIER: I have every right to

atiack these people who are not paying
a single penny by way of dividend duty.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They are paying
income tax.

The PREMTIER: They accumulate pro-
fits.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is 3our law.
The PREMIER: I know it is.
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Hon. Frank Wilson : Then why did
you not alter it when I suggested it three
years ago?

The PREM IER:- The hon. member has
never been able to explain what hie did
suggest. Then we have the spectacle of
mining companies making profts in
Western Australia and instead of dis-
tributing all their profits in dividends
they are spending the money in other
part s.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Then why not
alter the Dividend Duties Act?

Mr. James Gardiner: Does not the
Dividend Duties Act enable you to
collectI

The PREMIER: Only when they de-
darve a dividend. The hion. member ought
to know that, because lie was responsible
for that measure. He introduced it. A
foreign company carrying on operations
in Western Australia and elsewhere has
to pay dividend duty on its profits
whether distributed by dividend or other-
wise, hut not so a local company. These
are the facts and I contend that it is fair
and right that the people should know
them. 'We want to distribute the burden
fairly. The leader of the Opposition
said that I was out to break tip corn-
panies, but that is not correct. My col-
leaguLes and I formed a company for a
certain purpose. I am not against comn-
panies, but I am against individuals
forming themselves into companies in
order to escape paying just dues to the
State, and that is what has happened in
Western Australia.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why not alter the
law?

The PREMER: If the hon. member
will] give me the opportunity I will do so
early. I propose this session to intro-
duce a Bill to amend the Dividend Duties
Act in order to provide that companies
making profits shall pay dividend duty
whether they distribute dividends or not.
That is a fair propositon and I hope hon.
members will accept it. I want to say
at once that I have never objected to the
fullest possible criticism of my acts or
those of my colleagues. As a matter of
fact, I welcome criticism. AU I do ask is
that every hon. member when criticising

the Government will appreciate our pre-
sent position and make that criticism
helpful. I will welcome from bon. mem-
bers in any part of this Chamber in-
formation and advice and I will ask
further that if an hion. member sees we
are not doing something which we might
do to tide over the present difficulty, I
shall be glad to receive his advice either
here or hie may give it to me in my office,
and I will accept it as freely as he cares
to give it. I recognise that whoever is
here must enter heart and soul in his work
with the one object of keeping the wheels
of industry going and help to maintain
the prestige of the State and Empire.
'We want to do our part and stand side
by side and shoulder to shoulder and not
lean on others. There is no room in West-
ern Australia for shirkers. The State
must take d little from the one who has
inure than he requires in order to help
the other who has less. If we can do that
-without unduly disturbing the present
machinery of business, I claim we should
do it and that is what I propose to ask
Parliament to do. I ask and demand again
that fair consideration shall be given until
wye reach normal conditions once more
and I assure hon. members that I am
prepared to bury the party hatchet.

Mfr. S. Stubbs: You are pretty hot
about it now.

The PRE'MIER:- I would never sit here
and allow any hon. member to unfairly
criticise the action of myself or my col-
leagues, but as I have already said, hon.
members may continue their criticism if
they like and I will take the opportunity
of replying just as forcibly as I have
done to-day. If hon. members want the
party hatchet buried in order to enable us
to tide over our terrible difficulties, I am
quite prepared to do that. Let me say
too that the difficulties are more serious
than bon. mnembers appreciate. There arc
many people too who do not appreciate
the fact that we arc passing through a
very trying period and it is the duty of
every member to give his best by way of
advice, and help the Administration to
enable us to carry on the affairs of the
State and to distribute these difficulties
as lightly and as fairly as possible.
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Mir. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[5.55]: 1 am sure hon. members who have
listened to the speech from the Premier
will feel as I feel, when I say that I
hardly know where I am. I thought the
dove of peace was hovering around us,
but it seems to me almost that the angel
of death and strife has been stirring the
mind of the Premier who has delivered
himseLf in a fashion which I might be per-
mitted to say has never been beard in the
Legislative halls of Western Australia be-
fore. This evening we had the Premier
without shame and without a blush refer-
ring to matters which he knows perfectly
well could only come under his purview
by reason of his confidential position as
Premier of the State.

The Premier: That is not correct.

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier knows
well that the information with reference
to the two newspapers to which he re-
ferred could only have been obtained
from the Taxation flepartment and that
it is clearly laid down in the statute that
information given with regard to returns
is to be regarded as strictly private and
confidential.

The Premier: I have referred to the
matter on the public platform. They
have their remedy.

Mir. GEORGE: We have heard the first
citizen of the State for party purposes in
this Chamber attacking people whom he
knows well have not the opportunity of
replying to him and dealing with matters
which he ought to be ashamed to mention.
I hold no brief either for the West Aus-
tralian or the Sunday Times. Neither of
these newspapers has ever been kind to
me, but I protest against the Premier of
the State using his position to get in by
a side wind matters he has no right toi
bring forward.

Air. Carpenter: Why do they not reply
to his challenge?

Mr. GEORGE: My answer to that is
what right has that hon. gentleman or
any member of his party to issue a chal-
lenge in these legislative halls in regard
to a confidential matter?

Mr. Munsie: He has issued it from the
public platform.

Mir. GEORGE: I might just as well
ask hon. tnembers to produce their priv-
ate banking accounts or ask that a search
might be nMade to ascertain how certain
sumis have been paid in the past few
years. I have no desire to see hon.
members' banking accounts and I have no
reason to suppose that their acconnts are
otherwise than honest, but I have as much
right to use them as the Premier has to
hurl at us the charge which we have heard]
this afternoon. I have no intention of
saying much on the Address-in-reply.
My views would perhaps have been con-
fined to the question of the recent election
and the rolls, but I think because of what
we have heard from the Premier, I should
take some notice of his remarks. The
Premier claims that his party represent
the views of the people. I say they do
not. They may represent the names that
are on rolls, names which have no right to
be there, and they May represent those
rolls that have been inflated, but they do
not represent the views of the people of
this State. If we had had a pure roll,
many hon. members now in front of us
would have been relegated to the obscur-
ity they deserved.

Mir. Heitinann: What do you insinu-
ate?

Air. GEORGE: The rolls of this State
require to be thoroughly investigated.

1%fr. Heitmann: What do you insinuate?
Mr. GEORGE: I am not insinuating

anything; I shall make my charge straight
out.

Mr. Bolton: You do insinuate.
Mr. GEORGE: When we consider as

a first charge that there are over 20,000
more names on the rolls than individuals
who own them, there is something wrong
with the rolls; when numbers of electors
are registered on more than one roll, there
is something wrong; when there are con-
tiguous constituencies in which electors
appear on both rolls, and presumably
could use whichever vote they liked-
I hope that is definite enough-then there
is something wrong. When we have an
electoral department which is costing this
country thousands and thousands of
pounds, and which can only produce a
roll of which members on the Government

120



(9 DECEMBER, 1914.] 121

side must be ashamed, surely it is time
the House and the country demanded a
pure roll.

Mr. Bolton: That is not a charge.

Mr. GEORGE: I would be prepared
as far as my district is concerned to prove
that there were transferred to that roll
names of persons who had no claim or
right to be there.

Mr. Carpenter: Make a charge.

Mr. GEORGE: I supplied the Attor-
ney General during the contest with these
particulars.

The Attorney General: You supplied
me -with none; you made general state-
ments. I said, "Bring a case before me
and I wilt act upon it immediately."

Mr. GEORGE: And what was my an-
swer to tbe Attorney General? The Min-
ister said he would prosecute if I could
prove the facts; I replied, "No, I will
prosecute, and leave you to defend."

The Attorney General: Mr. Thomas
was there at the time.

Mr. Bolton: You are bowled out
straight away.

Mr. GEORGE: At any rate, the rolls
were impure, and they are impure to-day,
and it is as much for the honour of the
Labour party as for the other parties,
and for the good of the State that steps
should be taken quickly to let us know
where we are. As for the contention
that the expense of £2,000 was not war-
ranted, that is all moonshine, coming as
it does from the party who for years
have talked about the purity of elections
and have on this occasion given us the
most infamous roll ever seen in this State.

Mr. Munsie: You cannot produce one
irregularity.

The Attorney General: It is all flap-
doodle.

Mr. GEORGE: That is another in-
stance of the Attorney General's elo-
quence. The Premier made a statement
with regard to trading accounts; he ad-
mits, and admits fully that the House
and the country are entitled to have the
trading accounts; he admits now what
he should have admitted 12 months ago.
When he tries to take refuge behind a
statement that 12 months ago he in-
structed the Under Treasurer that these

accounts should be supplied promptly, I
would ask what has he been doing since
then in not having seen that they were
suppliedI What is the use of coming
here and saying that as soon as the ac-
counts are audited we shall have them?
We were told that more than twelve
months ago, and we have not the accounts
yet. How long is this state of affairs to
go on?

The Minister for Works: How could
you get this year's accounts 12 months
ago '1

irf. GEORGE: We have not bad last
year's.

The Minister for Works: Yes, you
have.

Mr. GEORGE: No, we have not. We
have had a farrago of figures placed be-
fore us, but there is not an accountant
in the British Empire who would accept
them for a moment, and if any member
of this House approached a bank for an
advance on the strength of those figures
he would be unable to get it.

The Minister for Works interjected.
Mr. GEORGE: If I was as black as

hell as Commissioner of Railways, that
does not matter at the present time. My
acoiints wvere honest.

The Minister for Works: They were
incorrect.'

Mr. GEORGE: I defy the bon. mem-
her and all his myrmidons to say they
were incorrect; my accounts were hon-
est, my pocket was honest, and my hands
were clean; and I defy anyone to say
differently. Is it not playing the game
low down when the bon. member tries
to get in an aside in this way, knowing
in his heart that he respects me person-
ally if he despises me politically9

Mr. B. 3. Stubbs: Shed tears; they will
be more effective.

Mr. GEORGE: No, I will not shed
tears. If I were permitted I could make
the hon. member shed tears out of both
eyes very quickly; I am sorry the Stand-
ing Orders do not permit it. The trading
accounts of this State are a serious mat-
ter to the public. Take the implement
works alone; I do not know whether my
information is correct, but I understand
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that 600 men are employed at the State
Implement Works.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Over 600.
Mr. GEORGE: If that is so, it means

that the wvages list is something like
£2, 000 per week, this would mean
£100,000 a year. What are those men
producing for the money? The biggest
statement covering the production at the
works is something like £C40,000. In
manufacturing concerns wages represent
about one-third of the value of the tinl-
ished article; the material represents
about another third, and( the balance is
made up of incidental expenses,
rates, taxes, management, and profits.
i f only £50,000 is being spent in wages,
the output~ of the implement works
should approximate £150,000. This is
not disclosed in the papers. We have a
right to knowv whether we are getting
something in return for this expenditure.
No matter whether the rate of wages is
6s., Ss., or £1 a day, so long as it pro-
duces an output which will pay for neces-
sal)' expenses, the position is satisfactory.
If we are paying so much in connection
with the iniplemenit works, it cannot* he
wrong for the people to know wvhether
they are getting a return for the money.

Tile Minister for Works: You know
very well they are waking more than im-
plements.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not knowv.
Mr. Mfunsie: You do not want to be

told.
Mfr. GEORGE: The lion, member is not

able to argue onl business matters. The
statement I have made is correct, and
the Minister knows it. If £50,000 is spent
in wages, considerably more than that
amount of stuff should be produced. The
Minister for Works knows that, as in
the case of his own trade, it Should be
possible to see that the money expended
in wages is reproducing itself and some-
thing more. If there is nothing to hide
in connection with these affairs, why not
let its have the accounts? Surely it can-
not be a difficult matter to do this.
Shortly after the 30th June last there
w'as anl endeavour to take stock, and the
statement was made that accounts could
not be presented because money was

owing to thle implement works-a most
ridiculous statement.

The 2uinister for Works: Who made
that statement?

Mr. GEORGE: I believe the leader of
the Government.

Eon. Frank Wilson: Yes, the Premier.
Mr. GEORGE; If those accounts had

been presented, and we have a right to
them and to anl opportunity to discuss
them, especially in view of the fact
that the Budget will shortly be pre-
sented, there would have been none of
this discussion. When the Government
Trading Accounts Bill "'as passed it was
stated decidedly that the Government
intended that thiese accounts should be
dealt with as business concerns, so that
the people would know the exact posi-
tion. We do not know the position, and
not knowing it, we are asking for this
information, and all members have a
right to insist upon it being supplied. I
was sorry that the Premier forgot him-
self several times during the course of
his speech. He made reference to the
leader of the Opposition having treated
him as "other Germans" would do. I do
not kuow whether hie wanted to make out
that the member for Sussex was a Ger-
man, but it is surely hitting a little be-
low the belt to make such a statement,
and( instead of explaining that he made
it in the heat of the moment and did not
intend to attach it to the beon. member,
trying to pass it off with a certain
amount of bluff. In the present emer-
gency all sections throughout the Em-
pire must do their duty. Everyone,
whether his opportunities he large or
small, should (10 his part, and the man
who strains a nerve to keep hands in his
employ still engaged is doing more good
than by' filling subscription lists with his
name and swelling the ranks of the un-
employed by discharging his men. 1
have expressed this opinion not only on
the hiustings but among the people
of St. George's terrace. I know of
no sect ion of the people in Western
Australia, or in any part of the British
Dominions, who would not be pre-
pared to do their ditty in such an emer-
gency. Some of us have not only sent
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our sons to the war but have contri-
buted of our money, and we are giving
our best help in every way; and it comes
with ill grace from the Premier at a
juncture when he requires assistance
that he should east doubt upon the
patriotism of any section of the people.
The Premier referred to houses, homes
and rents, and instanced a man earning
4s. 6d. a day. The only explanation of
his statement is that some men are wvork-
ing half time and average only 4s. 6d. a
day for the six days of the week; but it
is a misapplication of terms to make out
that men are working for 4s. 6d. a day.

-I have never known a nran to be asked
to work for that sum. Men have asked
me to be allowed to work merely for their
tucker but I would not consent to such
an arrangement, and I know that others
have done the same. The Premier mn-
tioned the matter of the reduction of
rents and I asked what about a reduc-
tion of taxation. If rents are reduced,
rents upon which municipal and rondl-
hoards taxes arc levied, those who live
on the proceeds of rents cannot be ex-
pected to continue to bear such a heavy
burden of taxation.

Mr. Munsie: Municipal rates are not
based on the rents paid.

Mr. GEORGtE: If the bon. menmher
owns any property-I am sorry to say
that I do-

Mr. Munsie: I do.
Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member will

find that the annual value works out
nearly equal to the rent being paid. If
one has empty tenements during a por-
tion of the year, the return seems to be
very small indeed.

SitUng suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Mr. GEORGE: Before tea I was re-
ferring briefly to the remark of the Pre-
mier in connection with rents of houses.
I east out the suggestion that if the re-
turn from capital expenditure in connec-
tion with house property had to be re-
duced in order to meet the equities of the
occasion, it would not be an unfair mat-
ter for consideration by the municipali-
ties and other taxing bodies whether the

incidence of taxation should not bear a
diminution proportionate to the diminu-
lion of the revenue received from pro-
perty. Now, the Premier made some re-
fereuce to the Railway Department, and
pointed out that, in some instances, in
order to carry a ton of freight 106 tons
of tare had to be carried over the rail-
ways. That is a most astonishing state-
ment. I presume that the lion. gentle-
man has Sonic facts and figures to sup-
port it. If it is so, I think the question
is one calling for inquiry into the man-
agemient of the affairs of that great de-
partment. By reason of the intimate
knowledge that I possessed of that depart-
Init, and still possess, I am unable to
accept a statement of that sort without
desiring to have the fullest particulars
concerning it. The mn in charge of the
railways are experienced men, and to
make the statement that they are de-
liherately running 106 tons of tare in
order to carry one ton of freight is to
say that there mnust be circumstances-
assuming the statement to be correct-
which require the serious consideration
of the Minister in charge of the depart-
men t.

The Minister for Mines: What state-
ment is that?

Mr. GEORGE: The statement made
by the Premier that there were instances
in which the Railway Department was
carrying 106 tons of tare in order to
convey one ton of freight. If that he a
fact, then there must be circumstances
in connection with t he department which
re(Iuire to be thoroughly disclosed. I
refuse to credit that the experienced
ofleers of the Railway Department
wvould allow such a state of things to
continue.

11r. Taylor: That can only be owing to
extraordinary circumstances.

Mr. GEORGE: It must be something
very extraordinary, and it cannot be
claimed to represent the general position.
If it were correct, if it were a general
thing, then even the operations reported
in last year's railway returns cannot have
been carried out in fact. The instance to
which the Premier referred may be an
isolated instance. We know these things
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may happen, but I refuse to credit that
they happen as a general rule. I know
the men in charge of the railways, and
I know the railway system well, and I
think that we should have some further
explanation of that instance before a
statement of this kinid is given broadcast
to the world. For that statement carries
with it certain consequences. We know
perfectly well that the people who find
the money for the development of this
State in loans look to our railway system
as being the sheet anchor, so to speak, of
confidence upon which they advance their
money; and the statement that the man-
agement of the railways is of this nature
as a general sort of thing, would convey
to them that there was something rotten
in the State of Denmark. One result
would be that those people would refuse
to credit the accounts placed before us.
This is not a party question, but simply
a. matter in which the Premier is asking
for suggestions and assistance from mem-
bers of this House. I hope he will allow
that matter to be looked into thoroughly,
and. further, that he will allow the fullest
explanation to be made in justice to the
men who are managing the railways, and
in justice to the State, and also for the
purpose of preventing any possibility of
dissatisfaction among the people who lend
money to this State. The Premier said
that the producers asked still more from
the railways. I ask, then, what is theirr
position in regard to their products? Is
not the Premier aware that so far as the
producers of the State are concerned,
theirs is almost the only industry which
cannot claim a fixed rate for its product?
The producers may put in all their work
and their time and their money, labour-
ing long hours and waiting over long
periods for a return, and so forth; and
their harvest may be good, but it is always
precarious. The price, however, -which
they can obtain for their produce is not
under their control. Whether it is wheat
they produce, or fruit, or sheep, or cattle,
or horses, the price does not rest -with
them The price is fixed by markets
which are governed by tbe pices ruling
in the whole of the markets of the world.

Hon. Ri. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) . Most persons come under the
same rule.

M1r. GEORGE: This is not a party
question, but a question upon which I
think I am entitled to hold and to offer
an opinion.

The Attorney General: Even the price
of the product of gold mines is governed
by the markets of the world.

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier, perhaps,
did not put the matter quite so plainly.
We know perfectly well the attitude
which the hon. gentleman adopted with
regard to the fertiliser freights. We know
also his attitu~de with regard to freights
on Collie coal. The Collie coal people
objected to the raising of freights; and,
as the result of a deputation, some
arrangement wvas arrived at by which
the freights remained at their old rate.
Thle position, however, of the colliers is
enitirely different from that of the farm-
ers. The Government themselves are the
biggest customer of the Collie coal minin.
The Government fix the price for the pro-
duct of those mines, and they also fix
the rate at which that product shall be
carried. 'With regard to the wheat
farmcer, however, or the hay farmer, or
the fruit farmer, or the people engaged
in any of the general industries closely
connected with the land, they have no
means or prospect of fixing a fair and
adequate return for the stuff they pro-
duce. Even at the present time, with the
Food Stuffs Royal Commission in exist-
enice, we know there are numbers of
anomalies. The price of wheat has been
fixed at a certain amount, and yet there
are individuals who possibly might have
got more money for their wheat but who
have been afraid to carry out the more
profitable transact ion on account of the
power hanging over them at the will of the
Royal Commission. We know, further,
it is stated that nunihers of the wheat
farmers had entered into contracts in the
early part of the season to supply their
wheat at a fixed price. Now that their
harvests are gone, they are under the
liability of those contracts. Although it
may seem to hon. members as a matter of
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equity that it would be a fair thing to
relieve those- farmers of their burden,
there is another aspect of the affair
which has to be considered. A man who
purchases wheat from the farmer does
not buy it for the purpose of storing, it,
does not buy it to hold it, but buys it to
sell again. He in his turn may have
entered into contracts with other peoble,
not perhaps in this State but outside of
this State; and the action of the Govern-
ment of this State, whatever that action
may he-and of course we require to
have a fair thing done, and wre are all
prepared to do a fair thing-will1 have
to be considered with due regard to the
liabilities wvhich may be found accruing
upon the purchasers from the farmers.
We must protect our farmers; but we
must also protect the people who pur-
chased from our farmers, exactly in the
same manner. Assuming a faniner had
sold his wheat at a good price in the early
part of the season, and that then the
price had gone down, it would be con-
sidered absolutely unreasonable if the
merchants campe to this Parliament and
asked us to relieve them of their con-
tracts because they could buy wheat
cheaper. 'We knowv perfectly well that
the man selling the wheat, if he has not
grown it, cannot supply it, and therefore
must be protected as -far as is equitable.
But in our desire to afford that protec-
tion we must not forget that the man
with whom hie contracted may, on his own
part, have entered into contracts equally
hinding legally.

The Minister for Works: Would you
mind telling us now what you propose
to do?

Mr. GEORGE: I may reply to the
hion. gentleman by saying that the Pre-
mier has intimated his intention to do
something, and that until the Premier
produces to the House here his proposi-
lion it would be impertinent on my part
lo offer the Government suggestions.
When the Premier does make his pro-
position to the House, it would be wrong
on my part, if I1 had any suggestion, to
withhold it; and I am certainly not likely
to do that.

Mr. Heitmana: The ex-owner of a
foundry should be able to make sugges-
tions,

Mr. James Gardiner: It is a very
knotty question.

Mr.' GEORGE- Mly old friend the
member for Irwin (Mfr. Jame s Gardiner)
says it is a very knotty problem. It is
because I recognmise the problem to be a
knotty one that I have put forward the
proposition which I have submitted.
There are always two parties to be con-
sidered when the question comes up in
this House. Then the Premier made a
statement about people having to dis-
gorge land. It is not a nice sort of state-
mnent to make: in view of the fact that tbe
policy of the country for many years
past has been to encourage people from
all parts of the world to take up land
here. True, it may be people have taken
up more land than they could cultivate
right away; but what does that prove?
It simply proves that they had the op-
port unity, or the foresight. to enden-
votir to arrange things so that, as the
prosperity of these people increased,
they Couild extend their operations. It
is to be rememibe red also, as regards the
people who happen to have taken uip
large areas of land, that although the
land may be held by one individual it
could never be worked by one individual
and that that individual has to employ
other people. If the holders of large
areas of land employ people and pay
wages, then certainly they should he pro-
tected from contemptuous references.

LMr. B. J. Stubbs- ]But there is no
obligation to work the land with em-
ployed labour.

Mr. G'EORGE: That may be so un-
der our present circumstances. As far
as the wheat farmers are concerned, for
the last two or three years they have
had a bad time.

M)Lr. B. J. Stubbs: But under any cir-
cumstanccs those holders do not work
their land.

'Mr. GEORGE: That statement is not
borne out by the facts, and I have no
doubt that the leader of the Country
party can give particulars which should
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satisfy even the member for Subiaco
(Mr, B, J. Stubbs). The Premier, in
the course of his speech, stated that
Western Australia is importing large
quantities of dairy produce -which could
be manufactured in this State. I inter-
jected-and I think with reason, too-
that when the product is produced in this
State it is not carried on the railways.
My reason for making that statement is
that in the South-Western district there
have been bona fide attempts, and sue-
eessful attempts, in many instances, for
years and years, jpast to cope with the
milk supply of this State; but in our
siummer season it is impossible for the
dairy farmers to get their milk ready to
send to the market so that it may be

od when it reaches temrtunless
they are afforded different railway facili-
ties from those they have at present. The
Minister for Railways knows about this.
The lion, gentleman has received deputa-
tions led by me in reference to this mat-
ter of trains,. He, as usual, expressed
sympathy; but the dairy farmers have not
yet got the trains. The effect in the
Wagerup district has been that some of
the dairy farmers have had to sell their
cattle and go out of dairying. There is
not the slightest doubt that dairyiing can
be carried on in the South-Western dis-
trict, and will be carried on more largely
year by year. It is the policy of a coun-
try like this, built tip by pioneers and
consisting to-day largely of pioneers,
even if the State in the broadening of an
industry like the dairying industry should
lose some little amount in connection
with the train service, to regard that
Money as well spent. I maintain that it
is money which the taxpayers of that
particular district have a right to ask as
a consideration. It is all very w-ell to
say that £1,000 a day is going out of
the country for butter and similar pro-
ducts;, but where is the encouragement
for farmers to produce butter and so
forth if they cannot be assured that the
stuff wilt he lifted and carried to market
in fit and proper time?

Hon. R. H. rUnderwood (Honorary
M1inister):. You were speaking about
milk, not butter.

1%r. GEORGE: I am speaking about
the dairying industry. The hon. gentle-
man knows, or should know, that; there
are times when a great deal of milk is
produced but owing to the climate butter
cannot be produced at all. That is the
posit ion. We cannot always turn milk
into butter. Thie heat of summer will
sometimes prevent that. Therefore, the
milk requires to be sent along, and op-
purtunity should be provided for doing
this, We have heard a great deal about
irrigation, and it has been laid down by
the departmental experts that if we have
irrigation we can go in largely for lu-
cerne. It is perfectly true, but we want
some better object lesson than we have
at the Brunswick State farm. Huge sunis
of money have been spent down there.
The plots of lucerne were enough to
gladden the eyes of any farmer; but where
are they to-day 7 The couch grass has
smothered right through the lucerne, and
practically killed it. This is the experi-
ence of every' farmer wbo has gone in
for lucerne in the South-West, It is only
a question of time when the couch grass
wilt1 kill it out. I mention these facts
because they may not hare occurred to
lion, members when looking at a nice
patch of lucerne. The same thing oc-
curs alt through the Soith-West. Even
in our orchards the couch grass goes
through, and it is a constant expense to
eradicate it.

Hon. R. H. rnderwood (Honorary
IMinister) : You should see the lucerne
in the North-West.

Mr. GEORGE: We are not discuss-
ing the North-West just now. I am try-
ing to place the facts in regard to the
South-West before members in a. way
which they can understand. We desire
lucerne, we desire irrigation, and every
assistance should be given to these ends.
But we should be aware of the peril in
front of us, If bon. members are in
doubt abont the truth of what I say let
them go to the Brunswick State farm
and ask to see the lucerne. They will
then find that every word of mine is 6or-
reet. Four years ago I1 had a clean piece
of ground in which I put lucerne and
attended to it properly. I know some-
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thing of lucerne, for I bave grown it in
this State for the past 20 years. Yet that
lucerne patch has now gone; it has been
killed out by the couch grass. While wve
can get three years of good crops of
lucerne, after that time it is uncertain
and expensive to deal with. When the
Premier refers to the producers, he
should remember ta, athoug-h it is very
nice to go on to a farnm when the sun is
shining brightly and the crops waving,
yet 090 per cent of the farmers in die
South-West do not clear 7s, a dlay for
their work.

Mr. Foley: Then according to you it
is economically unsound to take oii farm-
ing in this 94onntry.

Mr. GEORGE: No, I say that I
per cent, of the farmers in the South-
West do not clear 7s. a day.

Mr. Foley: Then it is uinsound.
Mr. GE ORGE: Still they carry on.

It is better than coming to Perth and
asking for meal tickets. They are strong,
independent men and are buoyed up with
the hope that conditions will improve.

The Minister for MAines: They are
building up an asset that will be of value
in the future.

Mr. GEORGE: For the future we
can only hope; for the prescnL we have
to live. The Premier made out a semi-
defence of the State implement works,
and said they were merely fighting trusts
and combines, particularly the Interna-
tional Harvester Co. I an, not sure, but
I believe that company had not started
operations in this State when the Pre-
mier initiated his implement works at
North Fremantle.

Mr. Heitmann: Nonsense.
Mr. GEORGE: I may he wrong. At

all events Mletters' factory is not the pro-
perty of a trust or combine. Metters
,were encouraged to go to Subiaco and
construct a large works there to carry on
their industry, namely, that of stove-
making, and also to go into the manufac-
ture of agricultural implements. War,
that other little works at Victoria Park,
belonging to 31r. Haydon, whom I k-new
many years ago, one of the trusts and:
combines which the Government had to
fight I

.1r. Heitmann: Haydon was never in-
terfered with.

Mr. GEORGE: His works are shut up
to-day.

Hon. Ri. H, Underwood (Honorary
Mtinister) : His harvesters were all re-
turned to him.

Mr. GEORGE: That may ibe so, but
I know be was a practical tradesman, who
had worked his way up from a small be-
ginning, and I thought he was gradually
working up to a big one. Now, if the
State Implement Works are doing as well
as thie Preier says they are, why not let
us have a balance sheet? The policy of
the country, as interpreted by hon. mem-
bers opposite, is to go into various trad-
ing concerns; but the country requires
that those concerns shall justify thema-
selves for the amount of money put into
them, and the country has the right to
see they are properly managed and car-
ried out. What can be wrong with the
proposition that the business. directors
of the State should place before their
sharehiolders the accounts that, we are
told, will at once dispel all criticism?
Why should we not have those accounts
The Premier stated, further, that the
State sawmills were employing 1,200 men
in and about the mills. The sleeper
hewers are cutting in the bush, of course,
and gelting .50s. a week, the balance be-
ing held in reserve. I presume that if
their sleepers are left in the bush some
lprovision is made against fire.

The Minister for Mlines: They are
taken to the railway sidings.

Mr. GEORGE: However, there are
many other hiewers whbo cannot get hush.

The -Minister for Mines: There are
more men hewing in this State to-day
thea ever before.

Mr, GEORGE: Then we must have
had an influx of liewers from other parts
of Australia, because there are numbers
of men who cannot obtain any country in
which to cut sleepers.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): A number of citizens have
taken to sleeper hewing.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon- member would
make a good hewer.

Hon. H. H. Under-wood (Honorary
Minister):- I could beat you at it.
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IMr. GEORGE: The hion. member would
make a good hewer of wvood and drawer
of water.

.Mr. Hcitmann: How long have you
been hewing now?

Mr. GEORGE: I have never been hew-
ing.

Mr. Bolton: That is the only industry
you have never been connected with.

Mr. GEORGE: At any rate, that is not
the question. One lion. member remarks
that at least there is one thing I cannot
do. I say there is another thing I cannot
do, namely, I cannot get the hion. gentle-
man to see that, beyond a particular in-
dustry in which hie is interested, there
are other industries and other people en-
titled to consideration,

1Mr. Meflowalt: You are a perfect mar-
vel. You have not mentioned agriculture
at all.

INr. GEORGE: The Premier gave us
another declaration in his attempt to clear
the atmosphere. He said lie was after
some even better distribution of the wealth
produced in the State, and that there had
been a more equal distribution during
the last 12 months than ever before. I
do not know what he is after, but if I
am to regard his war emergency tax and
a few other little thin~gs which he has en-
deavoured to impose upon the people, I
should imagine he is trying to take from
those whbo have been thrifty in their youth
the provision they have made for old age.
Hon. members opposite have too tittle
concern for the thrifty. They are more
concerned for the public-house bummer
thtan for the man who has been able to
earn enough for himself as provision
against old age. The Premier wade
another cruel statement when he said
there were people in Western Australia
using the present distress to bring down
the wages of the workers.

Mr. Munsie: So there are.
Mr. GEORGE: I defy the hion. mem-

ber to prove it. If he can do so, let us
know who these people are. It is all very
well for these platitudes to be issued from
the front Treasury bench, but to make an
accusation like that against the manhood
and humanity of the State is an insult
that even the Premier should not sink to.

The Minister for Works: W as not your
reference to public-house bummers some-
what in the nature of anl insultI

M11r. GEORGE: I do not know that it
is necessary for me to say any more.

Member: Hear, hear.
Mr. GEORGE: I amn always pleased

when I have been able to satisfy the hun-
gry. If the hungry on that side are filled
to repletion I have done my duty. 1
hope their digestion will enable them to
thoroughly assimilate the information I
have supplied.

M1r. Foley: They would get mental in-
digestion if they listened to you for long.

,)r. GEORGE: The lion, member is at
liberty to leave the Chamber, Let me re-
fer to another matter. We have here the
Auditor General's report for the current
year.

The Premier: I read that of 1904; did
you?

Mir. GEORGE: And as the Premier, in
his happy style, has reminded me, I have
had thme Auditor General's reports someo
years ago.

Thle Premier: He had to get Ministerial
protection against you.

.Nr. GEORGE: lie needed Di, too. Whant
T wish to deal with is this. For years thie
Auditor General has been reporting to
Parliament on what he deems to be illegal
expenditure. It does not matter what
Government is in power, whether Labour
or Liberal. the interpretation of the Audit
Act gives this geutleman an opportunity
of putting in page after page of sur-
charges which he has raised. Some have
been dealt with and some have not. If
the wa-y the Government of the day have
been dealing with their funds is contrary
to the Audit Act, the Audit Act should be
amended so as, to allow them to carry on
in a manner suited to the State's require-
ments.

The -Minister for Mines: Has there ever
been an Auditor General's report in which
these itemls were not picked out?

Mr. GEORGE: No, but I think we
mnight put our wits to work to amend the
position. Take this item,

'Water supply, certifying ufficer,
£1I.343 Is. 2d., value of cemnent be-
longing to State recharged to Water
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Supply votes-no authority for the pro-
cedure produced.

No doubt that cement has been used in
work for the State, but that matter should
have been cleared up. It should be pos-
sible to charge it to the proper vote, and
it should not be possible for the Auditor
General to insert a statement like that.

The Minister for Mlines: Having regard
to the ramifications of the numerous de-
partments. there are bound to be such
items.

The Premier: Do not you think you
could better discuss the Auditor General's
report when dealing with the finances?

Mr. GE ORGE: I merely wish to draw
the Premier's. attention to these items in
a friendly spirit. Take another,

Railways, certifying officer, £E3,323
11s. 3d. Value Of cement belonging 'o
State recharged to Railway votes. No
authority for the procedure produced.

I have no doubt that has been dealt with
correctly by the officers concerned, but I
do not think it is good for the State to
have an Audit Act which forces the Audi-
tor General to report these offiers when
lie knows there cannot be a scintilla of a
charge of improper conduct against them.
Here is another item:

Mines, certifying officer, £C15,460 4t5.
l0d., Portion of cost of rails, fasten-
ings, and sleepers, for construction of
the Cue District Tramway, less rents
received, charged to Loan Vote "De-
velopment of Mlining." The major por-
tion of the rails and fastenings was
previously charged to a vote for an-
other service, as they were taken up
from the Great Southern Railway. Re-
peated requests for information regar]-
ing the charge to the "Development cf
,~Nlidng," were made without a satis-
factory resnlt.

A matter of that sort should be dealt
with by the Minister in charge of the
department, who should know the full
circumstances.

The Minister for Mines: That all oc-
curred before we took office.

'Mr. GEORGE: Even if it did, it re-
quires to he lifted. I know the ramifica-
tions of the Audit Department well. I do
not like to see these things going on year

after year and the House getting a re-
port from the chief financial man of the
State and disreg-arding it. Instructions
shonld be given to enable him to deal
with the things critically and from a
common sense point of view, or the mat-
ter should not be dealt with at all.

The Premier: I issued instructions
myself in connection with the matter of
the clearing up of the Audit Department.
What attitude did the hon. member adopt
in the like ease?

M1r. GEORGE. That has nothing to do
with the question.

The Premier: But you are giving ad-
vice.

Mr. GEORGE: A child who has bcen
burned with fire should he able to give
warning to those who do not desire to
be burned. I have had to do with the
Auiditor General myself ia the past and
I want to see that the same sort of busi-
ness that T was bothered with shall if
possible be removed from the officers
who succeeded me. I in desirous that
they shall not he biillyraggcd in the same
way as I was bullyragged as Railway
Commissioner. I ask this Government
as I would ask a Liberal Government to
so arrange that the Audit Act shall he
dealt with and if necessary altered so
that Government Departments could
keep wvithin its limits and that the peo-
ple who have to deal with the funds of
the State may know where they arc.
Every year the report complains of the
Act not having been complied with.
Vie find something like £200,000 of suir-
charges raised and there is not I believe
one penny which has been improperly ex-
pended. It is not a credit to the Slate. It
is indeed a great reflection on the offi-
cers and must be a worry and anxiety
to the Ministers themselves.

As to Concluding the Debate.
The PREMITER (Hon. J. Scaddan-

Brown Hill-Ivanhoe-[8.3] : I desire to
make an explanation in regard to the
procedure. During the course of the week
I had my attention drawn to certain
matters -whichi require the prompt con-
sideration of Parliament. I have con-
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suited with the leader of the Opposition
and the leader of the Country party in
the presence of the Commission for the
control of food supplies and they have
explained thle positiou, and we under-
stand it. It is suggested, as the matter
is one of urgency, that we should pro-
ced withi the Address-in-reply until we
have coneluded it at this sitting, in order
that tile Bill which it is so necessary to
be introduced at the earliest possible mo-
ment might be proceeded with to-mor-
row afternoon for the protection of the
vital interests-and they are very vital
--of the State. I propose, therefore, to
sit until the Address-in-reply is eon-
eluded.

Mr. GEORGE: (Murray-Wellington)
[8.5]: Perhaps in the absence of my
leader I may be allowed to say a few
words. We hope that the matters to
which thle Premier refers may be pro-
perly met by the suspension of the
Standing Orders and the Address-in-re-
ply continued afterwards in accordance
with the view suggested by the Opposi-
tion party and conveyed to the Premier
by my leader (Hfon. Frank Wilson). We
are still of thle same opinion that it would
be a far preferable way of dealing with
the urgency matter which has been
referred to to suspend the Standing
Order-, and let the discussion take place
onl the emergency measure, and the
Address-in-reply he resumed afterwards.

'Mr. Bolton: And waste another fort-
night.

The PREMIER:- (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brown Hill-Ivanhoc--[8.6]: While I ap-
preciate the fact that it is possible to
susprud the Slanding Orders I am op-
posed to such a procedure unless the mat-
ter is one of extreme urgency and then
only in order to provide supplies for
Hfis Majesty the King. We have to keep
in mind the fact that Parliament is car-
ried on on a definite procedure and with
privileges which I think we should pro-
tect as far as possible. Part of this
procedure is that His Majesty the King
or his representative shall open Parlia-
ment by an Address, and that Parlia-
ment shall then on its part immediately
proceed to insist upon its right to in-

troduce legislation. Having insisted so
far it undertakes not to transact any
further business unless the Address-in-
reply has been presented to His Majesty
the King or to his representatives. It
is really a matter of asking hon. membters
to curtail their speeches until another
opportunity presents itself for discuss-
ing all the matters about which they are
interested. I have asked members on
this side of the House and they have
agreed to the course although they are
just as anxious as those hon. members
opposite to speak. They realise that if
they desire to speak they can do so on
the occasion of thle introduction of the
Budget, which I shall probably intro-
duce next nrrliday week or at all events
in the following week. They can then
speak about the matters in which they
are interested and will have anl opportun-
ity of covering much the same ground
as they can cover now. The leader of
the Country party has undertaken on be-
half of his party not to speak any fur-
ther on the Address-in-reply. It is now
merely a matter of the Opposition in-
sisting on their right to speak on the
Address-in-reply. I myself have no oh-
jectionr and we can simply remain here
until the speeches are disposed of.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[8.8] : I understand that the Premier has
said that hie intends to continue sitting
until the debate on the Address-in-reply
is finished, and the Address carried. I
suppose thle announcement has been
made as the outcome of the suggestion
that he had made to me and also to the
leader of the Couiitry party yesterday
afternoon that he wished .to introduce
certain emergency legislation. I con-
sulted with the members of the Opposi-
tion and conveyed their decision to the
Premier throug h the Whip yesterday
aftenoon. It was thought that it was
not desirable to curtail the right of mem-
bers to address themselves to this debate.
especially in view of the fact that we
have many new members sitting in this
Assembly at the present time. I conveyed
that intimation to the Premier by letter
this morning, which I will crave the indul-
gence of the House to read it. He has
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only intimated to me a few minutes ago
that hie could not agree to the suggestion
made that the Standing Orders shall be
suispended in order that we might intro-
diice any legislation that he deemed neces-
sary during the adjournment of the de-
bate. It appears to ine that it is per-
fectly constitutional to adopt that sugges-
tion. We are under extraordinary cir-
cumstances at the present juncture. The
Premier deemned it necessary that certain
legislation should be brought forward im-
mediately. That is no reason, to my
mind, why hion. members should be de-
Jprived of an opportunity of placing their
views before the House, especially im-
mediately after a general election. Our
Standing Orders are framed, Mir.
S peaker, for the conduct of our own
business and the convenience of the
members of the Legislative Assembly.
Standing Order 34 -which prohibits u's
from transacting any other business
whilst the Address-in-reply is in pro-
gress reads as foll6ws:

No business beyond what is of a for-
mal character shall be entered upon
before the Address-in-reply to the Gov-
ernor's Opening Speech has been
adopted.

This is, of course, very emphatic. We
have these Standing Orders for our own
regulation and ruling and we can suspend
them in an emergency. That time has
arrived apparently, according to the
Premier's announcement to us, and when
it is desirable we should have some im-
mediate legislation of an emergency na-
ture. Why should we not suspend our
Standing Orders and adjourn the debate,
and consider the proposed emergency leg-
islation and then continue the debate?
In addition, the Premier has told us that
hie cannot bring his Budget down at any
rate a moment earlier than Thursday next
week, even if be can do so then. Yes-
terday he told me himself that it might
be almost impossible for him to get ready
before the Christmas holidays. It ap-
pears that he is now trying to inflict upon
hon. members of this Chamber an un-
necesfhry hardship. He says, "I Will not
suspend the Standing Orders because I
consider it oughit not to he done except

in extreme instances," . This is an extreme
instance. He further says that he in-
tends to penalise lion, members because
the leader of the Country party has been
good enough to say that so far as his
party is concerned, lie does not wvish to
speak.

Mr. James Gardiner: Some of the
party wish to speak.

I-on. FRANK WILSON: They all
have the right to speak.

'Mr. James Gardiner: We look upon
the question as of so much urgency that
what we have to say we arc prepared to
say later.

Hon, FRANK WILSON- The hon.
member is perfectly justified in taking
that view if hie likes. I want to point out
that he will not have exactly the same op-
portunity during the debate on the Bud]-
get as lie has now upon speaking of alt
matters connected with the State. There
are many matters wvhich can be touched
upon on the debate on the Address-ut-
reply, but which cannot possibly be men-
tioned when discussing the Budget, more
especially when the Budget only refers
to the bare finances of the State, Mr.
Speaker would at oiice rule hon, mem-
bers out of order. Many matters cannot
be touched upon on the debate on the
Budget.

Air, Heitmann: In the past we always
discussed everything.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think the
ruling of the Chairman of Committees
in the past has been most emphatic on
the point. Ile gave hion. members every
latitude on the items of the estimates, but
the general debate included everything
covered by the estimates, and nothing
more.

The Premier: The estimates cover
every Government service.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, biit
they do not cover every Government ac-
tion.

Mr. Holman: All matters connected
with administration and not legislation.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Exactly.
Here lion. members propose to discuss
legislation; they wvant to discuss every act
of administration and every action on
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the part of the Government which affects
their electorates. I may point out, as;
have pointe1 out in the letter which I am
going to read, that this can be achieved
by the course which was suggested. I
wrote lo thle Premiier as follows:-

With reference to our interview yes-
terday when you suggested that the
Address-in-reply debate should be
closed down to enable emergency legis-
lation to be introduced for the purpose
of preventing the export. of flour from
Western Australia, as intimated to you
by the Whip, after consultation with
the members of the Opposition, it is
not considered advisable to curtail the
debate on the Address-in-reply, as mem-
bers feel they cannot bare the same
opportunity of freedom of debate on
the Budget. They are, however, moA
desirous of giving every facility to the
Government to introduce any legisla-
tion that mayv be deemed necessary,
and, with that object in view, would
be quite prepared to agree to the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders in
order to permit you to introduce the
proposed measure during an adjourn-
ment of tile debate on the Address-in-
reply. Should this course meet with
your applrovall, I shall be glad if you
will favour mec with a draft copy of
the proposed measure.

1 sent that letter to the Premier and it
imust he obvious that we are wishiful of
facilitating the desire of the Premiier in
introducing this measure, which be deems
is necessary at the present juncture.
But for him to bring down the mailed
fist and saky that thoselhon. members must
sit here during the hours, of thle night and
through. an all-night sitting, and
prohably sit through to-mnorrow, and to-
morrow night because the Premier will
not agyree to the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders is to say the least of it treat-
ing the Opposition most unfairly. It is
calculated to arouse that animosity which
the Premier declares he wishes to have
dispensed with. I appeal to him again
that if he is not satisfied perhaps he
would get your riding, Sir, as to whether
it is constitutional for us at this juncture
on an emergency to suspend the Standing

Orders so that the debate may be ad-
journed.

The Premier: I admit it is competent
for us to do so.

Hon. FRANK 'WILSON: It is quite
constitutional. Why, therefore, not fel-
low constitutional methods instead of
applying dile gag to hon. members and
preventing a number of new members
who wish to exercise the privileges which
are iindoubtedly theirs, in addressing the
Chamber and through the Chamber in
addressing the public of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Bolton: Are they not ready?9
The Attorney General: Let them pro-

ceed.
lRon. FRANK WILSON : Let them

proceed with it, forsooth; I can hear
themi saving, "'We will have a conspiracy
of silcnce and we will sit back and see
how soon you get tired of it." That is
the way to conduct the business of the
State. It is unfair, I say. We have
pointed out the proper method of pro-
cedure which can be adopted, and I eater
my protest onl behalf of hion. members
on this side of the House against the
action of the Premier.

'l'li PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brown flill-Ivanlioe) [8.15]:- The hon.
member is quite unfair in asserting that
the Government are applying the gag.

lion. Frank Wilson: You are taking
it offensively.

The PREMIER : The Government
have intimated that we have no intention
of p.reventing anyone from speaking. As
to applying the gag-

Thami. Frank 'Wilson: You can apply
the gag in muany ways.

The PREMIER: I have already in-
timated we have no intention of pre-
venting anyone from speaking on the
Address-in-reply. It was merely decided
that at the next sitting we must proceed
with legislation. There is no difference
between speaking to-day and to-morrow.
Hon. members- knew welt that the
Address-in-reply would be proceeded
writh a% soon as Parliament met, and if
they were anxious to speak thiey have
had the opportunity to-day. There is no
application of the gag.
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Hon. Prank Wilson: There is no occa-
sian to keep members sitting 24 hours or
48 hours at this period.

The PREMIER: I have already ex-
plained that members on this side were
desirous of speaking, but considering the
exceptional circumstances th~ey decided to
forego their right on this occasion, so
that urgent legislation might be passed
and other matters might be discussed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why should they
forego their right?9 You have shown the
way out of the difficulty.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before
the House is the Address-in-reply.

Debate resumed.
Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [8.18]: 1

agree that at this time in the history of
Western Australia we cannot do better
than follow the example set us in the
British House of Commons and allotw alt
party differences to sink, and that each
member of this House, and each party in
this House should generously assist the
Government in the difficult task that lies
before them. Expressing those senti-
ments I therefore regret that the Premier
has not seen fit to agree to the reasonable
request made to him from this side of the
House, and I also desire to say that I
deplore, on my first sitting in this Chain-
her, that I should have had to listen to
such remarks as the Premier saw fit to
imake to-day with reference to two of our
leading newspapers. 1 do not propose
to enter upon a defence of those papers;
they are capable of taking care of them-
selves, but I simply want to say, from my
point of view, I think it was an unfair
attack. The matter was in the knowledge
of the Premier, and it came to his know-
ledge only by reason of the position that-
he occupies, and he has used it in a
threatening way unfairly to private citi-
zens. In His Excellency's Speech no
mention whatever is made of the fact
which is greatly concerning the whole of
the people of Western Australia, and
which is probably more discussed in the
State than anything else, with the excep-
tion of the great war. I ref er to the
deficit on revenue account and which now
stands at the sum of r837,000.

Mr. Heitmaun: It is only a fair-sized
baby.

MUr. ROBINSON: This deficit has been
accumulated in a little over three years
and I might add that almost half of the
sumn has been added since the let July of
this year. Various reasons have been
assigned by responsible Ministers for the
deficit. First we were told the bad season
in 1911; lately we have been referred to
the drought or the bad season that we
have just experienced, and lastly we have
been told that the tightness of money,
caused by the great war, is responsible
for it. I submit that a comparison of the
figures should at once show us if these
are the true and the only reasons. Take
the year 1911-12. I find in that year the
revenue of the State exceeded not only
the revenue of the previous year, hat the
revenue of any other year that we have
ever known in Western Australia. It ex-
ceeded that of the previous year by
£110,000 andI that previous year was a
prosperous one, The following year of
1912-13 exceeded the revenue of the year
before by over £000,000, whilst that of the
year which concluded in June Inst exceeded
the previous year by a further sum of
over £600,000. The revenue for that year
was npproximately £5,200,000, the high-
water mark of revenue in this State of
Western Australia; so that during the
three years we have passed through the
Treasurer has had what I would describe
as an overflowing treasury, greater by far
than that of his predecessor, or that of
any other Treasurer. So that the Trea-
surer in that period had the sum of three
millions more revenue thau was accorded
to the Treasurer in the-'previous Admiinis-
tration.

The Minister for Works: That is not
so.

M r. ROBINSON: In addition tbe
Treasurer had loan expenditure. during
the same period of approximately 91/
million pounds. I contend, therefore,
that it cannot be said that the deficit was
caused through lack of funds; and the
extraordinary amount of -revenue derived
also completely shows that it was not
owing to one of the reasons I have pre-
viously mentioned, lack of rain or had
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seasons, I am, therefore, driven to the
con1clusion that the Treasurer knowingly
and wilfudly spent more money than he
received. or, on the other hand, that he
spent more money than he received,' not
knowing how or why. I do not care
which way it is taken. During the month
of October just past the deficit increased
by a sum of £109,000 and in November by
a surn of £84,000, or on an average for
those two muonths of over £3,000 per day.

Mr. J. P. Gardiner: You know you
are telling lies.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member must withdraw that remark.

M1r. J. P. Gardiner:- I will withdraw
the remark.

.Mr. ROBINSON: Again, let us con-
trast the figures of this year with the
figures of last year, -when the revenue
reached its high-water mark of £5,200,000.

Mr, J. P. Gardineor: Tell the truth.
Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon.

member for Roebourne must withdraw
and apologise.

Mr. J. P. Gardiner: I think the hion.
member should tell the whole truth. 1
will withdraw.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hion. member
wvill stand up and withdraw and apolo-
gise.

Mr. J. P. Gardiner:. I witbdraw and
apologise.

lon. Frank Wilson: The bon. mem-
ber should apologise, too.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
atpologised.

Mr. ROBINSON: The figures I have
quoted are taken from the published
Government returns.

The Minister for Works: The new sys-
tem of keeping accounts has inflated the
revenue.

Hon. Fraink Wilson: And a very bad
system, too.

Mr. ROBINSON:. In the three months
fromn July to the 30th September. 1913,
the revenue amounted to £1,124,000,
whilst for the corresponding three
months of the current year it had in-
creased to £1,295,000, or en increase this
year of £171,000. It is astonishing to
me, therefore, to find, as it is astonish-
fang to ever-y man in Western Australia,

who thinks, or who has any business
knowledge, that there should be any
deficit at all, let atone a deficit for those
three months of £196,000 over and above
the huge amount of revenue that I have
detailed. In the month of October of
this year the revenue was £463,226,
whilst in the corresponding mouth of
last year the revenue was £C402,000,
showing- an increase in the month of Oc-
tober despite the dry season, despite the
wvar, despite the distress, and may I say,
despite the Government1 of £60,000 for
this very month. Again, we -would ex-
pect to find with this increased revenue
that there would be no deficit. Yet in the
two months of October and-November the
deficit increased by £104,000. It is quite
interesting to an observer to read the
row of figures commencing with the mouth
of July and ending in the month of Nov-
embar. I was wondering and will leave
it at the wonder stage, why in July the
deficit increased by £121,000, what was
happening- in August that it should drop
to £E68,000, and what further happened
in September that it should drop to
£6,000, and what happened in October
that at the end of that period it should
have increased by £109,000, and then con-
tinued its merry way along. I submit
that I should be lacking in my duty to
the country, a country which comprises
a. population of only 324,000 people, if
I did not point out in the plain terms I
have done these huge figures, for huge
indeed they are for such a small corn-
mnunity. At the end of the first -year of
the Treasurer's administration he at-
tributed his deficit to the bad season,
and hoped that he would clear it off in
the following 12 monthis, and I assure
you that Ihe hopies of the people of West-
ern Australia, went out with the Treas-
urea, But at the end of the second year,
when the deficit had increased, the same
pious hope was placed before the pub-
lic, and as the following year has gone
on the Treasurer has become more light-
hearted, and we have not heard expres-
sions of regret or any wish to cope with
the deficit. I say with all respect in this
House that the time has arrived when
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this deficit must stop its rolling, must
stop its accumulation.

Mr. Heitmann: It is running-, not rol-
ling.

Mr. ROBINSON: A new Parliament
has been elected, and although the La-
boar party are still in a majority they
are receiving, and have received, and wviii
receive from every member of th~is
House an assurance that if they will
cope with the finances in a statesman-
like way they will receive the support
and assistance of all parties. It would
be presumption on my part to offer any
suggestions to the gentlemen who occupy
the Treasury bench. I cannot suggest
to them how to live within their means.
I feel sure there is quite sufficient ability
on the Treasury bench to devise their
own ways and means.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not.
Mr, ROBINSON: And when they

place propositions before this House
they may feel sure that those who listen
to them wvill regard them in a. business
light and give them the support they
require.

The Minister for Lands: Are not you
sure you will uot regard them froma
selfish point of view as to how they wil
affect your own pocket?

Mr. ROBINSON: In order that the
intention I publish to the House to en-
deavour to assist the Government in
their dilemma should be carried out,' I
join with other members who have al-
ready spoken in expressing the hope that
the Government wvill give uIS that gen-
nine assistance which is necessary to en-
able uts to assist them in overcoming
their difficulties. That assistance is, and
should be, that this House and the coun-
try be placed in frill giossession. of all
the facts bearing on the country's finan-
ces.

M.Tylor: I have heard that before.
Hon. Frank Wilson. You cannot hear

it too often.
Mr. ROBINSON: In the year 1910, as

reported in Parliamentary debates,
volume 38, page 1155, a detailed analy-
tical statement of the various depart-
menits was presented by the then Treas-
urer. In fact this schedule, which I have

before me, supplies what I call a profit
and loss account for each department of
the public service from which it is easy
for me or afiione who has access to the
figures, to trace exactly non-productive or
wasteful exp)enditure of money. rfhese
departments are grouped in branches
numbered from one to 91. The income
and expenditure is shown in each so that
any member of the public who wishes to
overlook the affairs of this country, as he
is entitled to do, can run his finger down
the list and see wvhere the losses are tak-
ing place, and be in a position to tender
any advice to this House that his position
in the House may justify him in giving.
Moreover, it is of usefulness to the gen-
eral public to be able to know exactly
where profit and loss is going on. Every
business man knows that without analy-
tical comparisons of his business and
accounts it is impossible to successfully
manage his business. Show me in West-
ern Australia a business that is profit-
able and well managed and successful
and I will tell you that in that business
you will find the acrounts methodically
kept and analytically dealt with every
week so that the man at the head, as the
Premier is at the head of this gigantic
concerni, can hy a mere glance or word,
locate losses and stop leakages and at
the same time give praise or credit where
it is due. I trust, therefore, that in the
immediate future the Treasurer will re-
sort to this habit, the habit of one of his
predecessors, a distinguished Treasurer-
I refer to Sir Newton M1oore-and pub-
lish to the House and the country a state-
ment similar to the one I hiave described.

The Premier: That is pretty rough on
your leader. That is the distinguished
Treasurer who extinguished your leader.

Mr. ROBINSON: 'May I say that
this statement if properly rendered to-
day, would cover all trading concerns, as
well as the ordinary departments of the
Government, and it would show the ex-
penditrure and revenue received from
those trading concerns, the balance sheets
of which are admittedly required by
statutory authority. I repent that, quite
apart from statutory authority, until the
members of this House are frilly seized
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of the details of the financial position
and the accounts of the Government, it
will be impossible for them, howiever
wishful they may be, to offer the Govern-
ment any advice or assistance, or give
them the benefit of any experience they
may possess, or which they may wish to
offer to the House. So late as September
last the Premier said through the public
Press--

The Government Trading Concerns
Act makes provision, of course, for
financial statements. The instnictions
are to present them as soon as possible
after the close of the financial year,
but the departments affected cannot
throw aside and dislocate all their
other work for this purpose. It is im-
possible to say at present (September)
whether the particulars will be avail-
able before the elections or afterwards.'
Obviously, however, they cannot show
the exact position because in connec-
tion with the implement works, for in-
stance, there are machinery sold on
bills, money paid out by way of wages
and for raw material. The same thing
applies to some extent to the other
State concerns--there is always some
money outstanding for services ren-
dered.

In fulfilment of the promise I have made
I have no wish to haras the Premier,
but if I were wishful I could make no
statement more damaging to his business
ability than the words he himself made
use of in September. I assure the
House. and the House will not need
MY assurance, that every business man
on 21st September over his break-
fast smiled as he read the Premier's
explanation. Surely every business man
or business concern in Western Austra-
lia that buys or sells buys or sells goods
on bills. Surely every such concern pays
money out by way of wages and for rawv
material, and yet such business concerns
are able to make up weekly and monthly
balance sheets, showing their positions.
Then why, if that can be done in a well
regulated business, should it not he done
in the great business of this country?
Even the draftsman of that famous mea-
sure named the Income Tax (War Emer-

gency) Bill provided that all business
men in the State of Western Australia
should prepare monthly balances of their
trading accounts and their personal af-
fairs and he taxed on the profits. I am
only assume that the Treasurer in his
haste in presenting that Bill to Parlia-
ment did not notice the clause I refer to.
I submit that if it is a fair thing to de-
mand from the taxpayer a monthly state-
meat of his accounts, and I admit it is
a fair thing and one that can be readily
done, then surely it is a fair thing for
the country to demand from the Govern-
ment, which should be a model of all that
is right and proper, particularly in the
matter of accounts, that they should de-
liv'er to the community, to the share-
holders in this great business and trad-
ing concern of which the Treasurer is the
managing director, a properly audited
monthly statement of accounts.

The Premier: We do that; we pre-
sent on the first of the month a com-
plete statement.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am afraid the
Premier does not appreciate what I said.
Take the Perth trains, of which some
politicians speak glibly of having made
a profit of £20,000 or so during the past
year. A separate balance sheet should
be presented to the public in respect of
this undertaking. If it were produced-
but it is not produced-we should at once
see whether in the computation of this
profit of £20,000 which it is stated has
been paid into the Treasury, any allow-
ance has been made for such funds as
are known by the name of obsolescence
fund, depreciation fund, and fund for
renewals, in respect of which no less
a sum than five per cent., or as others
maintain ten per cent., should be allowed
on the plant value.

The Premier: Do you say that is not
allowed

Mr. ROBINSON: I do not know. I
hare not seen the balance sheet. I say
it should be produced. The reason for
that allowance for obsolescence, deprecia-
tion,.and renewals is obvious. The life
of electrical machinery is known to be
about fifteen years. Similarly, the life
of trami rails is estimated at fifteen years
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-a shorter period than railway rails for
the reason of the special wear caused by
the electrical current. I have not seen
any of these balance sheets, and I do not
know that anybody else has seen them.
I am, therefore, not able to say whet her
there are any such allowances; but they
should be there.

The Premier: Hfear, bean.
Mr. ROBINSON: If there are any

capital moneys or any revenue moneys
available for expenditure during the com-
ing year, I should like to see that ex-
penditure confined as far as possible to
what have been described-and I accept
the phrase -as relproductive works.
Amongst such works I would certainly
class the reservoir in the Canning hills,
to which work I have so frequently re-
ferred. I would similarly class exten-
sion of main roads in respect of settle-
ment already effected, and I would
class--

The Premier: You wilt notice that.
You will find all you are looking for in
that paper.

Mr. ROBINSON; Further I would
class as a reproductive work the payment
of subsidies to local authorities.

The Premier: It is on that list.
Mr. ROB3INSON: That was placed in

our hands only last night.
The Premier: You are speaking to-

night; that was yesterday.
11r. ROBINSON: I should prefer to

be speaking to-morrow night. That in-
formation should have been in the hands
of the public weeks ago. I class those
three works, the reservoir, the extension
of main roads, and the payment of some
suhsidy-I do not say bow much-to local
authorities-which subsidy, as we alt
know, is spent solely on road construc-
tion-as reproductive works. I know of
nothing which would contribute more
largely to the distribution of sums spent
in wages and in deserving work. Now,
referring for the moment to the metro-
politan water supply: the original source
of this was the Canning reservoir.
The supply has been augmented from
year to year by bore water, and by a
pipe which now leads from the Mundar-
ing reservoir. In an ordinary season,

at this time the Canning reservoir is over-
flowing. It is now practically dry, and
has been dtry since the early part of
October. For years past the local
authorities in the metropolitan area have
by deputation and by every conceivable
form of words pressed on the various ad-
ministrations of the successive Govern-
ments the necessity for conserving a
larger supply of water in the hills, in
order that the citizens of Perth might
have an adequate supply of potable
water. Government after Government
have talked about it, but nobody has yet
done anything. In October last I ven-
tured to prophesy that we would soon ex-
perience a shortage in the water supply
of the metropolitan area.

Member: That was during the elee-
lions.

M1r. ROBINSON: I was told in a whole
cplunin by the then Minister for Works
(Ron. AV. D. Johnson) that I was talk-
ing nonsense, that there was enough water
for everybody, and that there would be
no shortage; but the elections have gone
by; and, barely a month after, my pre-
diction is verified. I believe in honour
to whom honour is due. If I made in
October a conrect forecast and 1 am now
proved to be right, I object to being told
by a Minister that I am talking that
which is nonsense. I say the present
Government have had three years to do
this work, and in the charge of neglect
I join with them the Government who
preceded them. I say the Governments
of this country have not made adequate
provision for the water supply of Perth.
I heard one of the Ministers this after-
noon make reference to the statement
that a season of this description could not
be foretold. I give him the answer, at
once, that when the Mundaring weir was
established it was publicly stated in the
legislative halls of the State by the then
Premier, Sir John Forrest, that he was
providing against dry seasons by main-
taining in that reservoir a three-years
supply. Sir John Forrest knew. Notice
has been given in this House, and I
charge 'Ministers with neglecting the
metropolitan area. I know of no 'work
which will ha more appreciated by the
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people of the metropolitan area than will
the early completion of that Canning
water supply. We are tired of drinking
water that comes from the Leederville
bores. I know I aim tired of it, and I
hope my friends opposite are, too. I
wish also to deal wvith one other question,
a question which I think affects the whole
of Western Australia, and on which
possibly the Bill I have heard the Premier
speak of may have some effect. I refer
to the high prices of bran and pollard.
I say those high prices in this country
are entirely due to want of foresight on
the part of the peoplIe of this country in
exporting the whole of our wheat, instead
of exporting flour.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We ought to have
State flour mills; that is what we want.

Mr. ROBINSON: If we had State
flour mills and produiced flour at the
same rate as the State produces bricks,
I am afraid we should have to wait a
good many years before our people were
supplied.

The Premier: That is a serious charge
you are making.

Mr. ROBINSON: Last year approxi-
miately 200,000 tons of wheat, valued at
£1,300,000, and approximately 20,000
tons of flour, valued at only £175,000,
were exported from this ebuntry.

The Premier: Get the figures for 1911,
when your people wvere in power.

Hon. J. -Mitchell; You strangle every
industry.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am not accusing
anybody. I aim not making any accusa-
tions whatever against the Government.
I am merely drawing attention to a mat-
ter of public concern from a public
standpoint, and in the public assembly
of the country; and I repeat that last
year, as against 200,000 tons of wheat,
only 20,000 tons of flour were scnt out of
the country. I want to follow that up
by giving these figures: one bushel of
wheat equals 6lbs., and produces 421bs.
of flour, 9lbs. of bran, and Olbs. of pol-
lard. Therefore, in sending away from
the country 200,000 tons of wheat we at
the same time sent out of Western Aus-
tralia 60,000 tons of bran and pollard,
much of which, I contend, should

have been left in this State. Now let us
look at the other side of it. During the
first nine months of this year we im-
ported practically 8,500 tons of bran
from the Eastern States, at a cost there
of £17,000. That is at a cost in the East-
evin Stales of approximately only £5 per
ton. To-day the cost there is £0 5sa. or
£!) ills, per ton; and I contend that that
value during nine months in the Eastern
States must mean something like £50,000
or £60,000 to the peopile of Western Aus-
tralia, because to the charges paid in the
Eastern States must be added freight and
insulrance, and merchants' handling in
this country. Now, what is the remnedy9
I suggest that the remedy is to keep the
residues in the country as feed for stock
of all kinds. Thme first thing to do is to
represent these facts publicly, broadcast
throughout the country, so that every-
hod3' may know them. 1 originally re-
ferred to this in September and October
last. I have not previously known any-
body to refer publicly to this matter in
thle way that I did. Following that,
publications were issued by the former
Minister for Lands, Mr. Bath, giving de-
tails of flour, wheat, and so forth.

The Premier: We have discussed it here
again and again.

Mr. Foley: Those very questions were
asked by the Australia,, Labour Federa-
tion.

Mr. ROBINSON: That was after I
had drawn public attention to thme facts.

Mr. Foley: Not at all.
Mr. ROBINSON: The facts speak for

themselves; and in addressing you, Mr.
Speaker, I hope I shall ever confine my-
self to facts that are easily provable and
to arguments which are logical and which
must appeal to anyone who chooses to
exercise his mental faculties. I say that
the remedy* is. first of all to represent this
matter publicly, and that the next step
is to encourage thme establishment of flour
mills throughout Western Australia.
Then the Government of the country
should assist our millers by seeking in
countries beyond the sea, such as Egypt
for instance, markets for our flour, rather
than markets for our wheat. I thank hon.
members of this House for having listened
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to me without so many interruptions as
they have accorded to some of the prev-
ious speakers. I trust that when I address
Ibis House I shall be able to place, as
occasion arises, such facts and such argu-
ments before lion, memubers as will in-
terest them and appeal to their intellects.

Hon. J. M1ITCHELL (Northam) [9.0]:
First let me congratulate you, Sir, on
your re-election to the post which youi
have so fittingly ocupied during the last
three years. I should like also to con-
gratulate my old friend, the Hon, W. C.
Angwin, on his apointment as M1inister
for Works. It must be gratifying to the
N'orth-West also to have as Honorary
Mlinister the Rion. K. H. Underwood, who,
no doubt, will grace that position as lie
raced the one he previously occupied.

May I say a word in regard to the ekee-
tion. The reply given to a question asked
the other (lay demands that something
should he said. The Minister in charge
of the Electoral Department was asked
about the enrolment prior to the last gen-
eral election, Hie gave en answer that
was altogether -wrong. Lie said the en-
rolment hbad been made tinder the Act. If
lion. members will turn to the Act they
will see that the enrolment was illegally
made, because in the amending Act of
1911 claim cards were prodided for and
had to be signed, The enrolment of names
such as was undertaken3 by the Electoral
Department on this occasion is a very
serious matter, serious because it aims at
the freedom of the people. The Govern-
ment made a canvass in. many of the
electorates, particularly Geraldlon, and
having ascertained exactly those names
which ought to be on the roll, they imnie-
diately set to work to add the names of
the people on the Federal roll, knowing
flint such names had no right to appear
on our roll. By a costly canvass they had
satisfied themselves in respect to every
name that should be on our roll, after
which they turned to the Federal roll and
from it added to our roll many names,
which had no right to appear thereon.
If this matter were allowed to go with-
out protest we would be failing
in our duty. Nothing more serious
in connection with the administra-

tion of the affairs of this coun-
try has ever been perpetrated. The
Government claim the right to assassinate
any member of this House, when they
claim the right to manufacture names
and stick them on the rolls in any district
where such names will be useful. Where
shall we find ourselves-on 'what does our
freedom rest if M1inisters can do just as
they please -without regard to the law of
the laud? Also I am surprised at the
attitude the Premier has taken up
to-day. He says that because hie
wants to put through some special
legislation to-morrow, we must finish
this debate to-night. In fact lie is
anxious that the newspapers shall
not publish thea speeches of hion. memabers,
an anxiety which he has felt for the last
three years. ])uring that lime it has ever
been his object to stifle discussion and the
publicat ion of discussion,

The Premier: They did not publish
your speechies, but only something that
was written for you.

Hon. J'. MITCHELL: As I have re-
marked before, I should be sorry indeed
if a decent man were to say of me what
rho Premier has said of me; but I have
no objection whatever to the Premier sa)-
ing anything at all of me. Tlhis action of
the Premier is an unheard of thing and
it will set uip a bad precedent. I do not
believe the Premier will give us an oppor-
tunity of discussing the Estimates, if it
does not suit him to do so. His idea is to
hide all that is possible, to get the ses-
sion over and get back to office, and to
his comfortable motor car, and probably
on to the steamaer to take him to Victoria,
there to meet his friends at the round
table.

Mr. M1unsie: Sour grapes.

Hon. J'. MITCHELL: In the mean-
time the country must suffer because it
has such a Premier. It is scandalous
that the House should be treated as it
is. Several new members who desire to
speak are not prepared to go on to-night.
The Premier in his speech has certainly
shown conclusively that be is not. a
statesman, that he has no appreciation
of the seriousness of the position
in which we are placed. In that
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speech there was no word for the
farmer. Thle -whole speech reveals
the hopelessness and stupidity of the gen-
tleman who presides over the Cabinet.
The Premier returned from the polls
weakened, it is true. I admire his pluck.
'He comes to the House with his 26 and
deals with the House as lie did when he
had 33. The Premie'r will do just
as he likes, because he has 26
who will follow him anywhere. We
may whole-heartedly disapprove of
his methods; we disapprove of the
actions of the Premier in almost every
particular, but I must say I admire his
pluck, the pluck that made it possible for
him to come to the House and say, "I am
going to close down this debate to-night."
Last night we adjourned at 9.30, hut to-
night, if we have anything to say,
we must sit on, even till 9.30
to-morrow. The Premier is practis-
ing this session the secrecy. which
he has always shown. We have
asked some vital questions, but we
have had no answers, merely impertinent
replies from this gentleman who is paid
to attend to the business of the country,
and to treat hon. members with some re-
spect. He has asked for a truce. He
says my leader came with a white flag to
him. Mly leader will never do that. MLy
leader is willing to assist the Premier, but
the Premier it is who is holding out the
white flag. The Premier says there is
war. We know that, and we know that
the unfortunate consequences of war are
felt here to some extent, though not very
acutely. There are three classes of
trouble in this country just now, the war,
the drought, and the Government.

The Premier: And "liitehelitis."

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Has the Premier
finished with his impertinent football bar-
racker's interjeetions7 The Government
are the greatest curse of the three. The
war has not affected ns very much. The
drought has, unfortunately, and there is
something worse to follow, because we
have to lire till this time next year before
getting another harvest. But the Govern-
ment have destroyed confidence, and in
destroying confidence they have, destroyed
everything. The Premier has attacked aU

and Sundry. Hle has attacked the ema-
ployer until the wvorker is out of work.
lIe has destroyed credit wherever pos-
sible; and what has he set up in its plae?
He attacks the employer all the time, but
does nothing to assist the employee. Be-
fore the eleclions-he was then speaking
to the civil servants-he said he would
promise no reform. I admire his pluck
again. He openly said, "No reform, let
the deficit grow." But the wvords he
uttered to-night were not in accord with
his words before the elections. The civil
servants will not feel quite so comfortable
now. The Premier does not propose to
let the deficit grow, because he now knows
that there must he an end to it. It can
only grow so long as he has loan money
in his Treasury chest to cover the
deficit. We could call a truce
if the Government offered any alternative
to their management of the past three
years; hut they offer no alternative.
They are going on in the same
way. Something must be done to
bring the State again to prosperity.
I do not know if, sitting here,
we can succeed with the House con-
stituted as it is. I do know that we
should exert ourselves, that every man
should exert himself, to do something
now, something to make our smiling, ir-
responsible Premier realise, how serious
the outlook is. The Premier has failed;
Ministers have failed in their endeavours
to run this country-un less, indeed, they
were endeavouring to run it on the rocks.
I wonder if there are not to be found sit-
ting on thlat side of the House six gen-
tlemen who could do better. The Premier
virtually said to-day that he would hang
on as long as his party holds the bal-
ance of power. I wonder if caucus will
allow him to do so. Certainly caucus will
be ill-advised if it does. The country
possesses all the elements necessary to
success. We have magnificent gold mines,
and there are plenty of opportunities
if the Premier only knew how to make
use of them. The gold mines have been
neglected. Some £16,000 less has been
expended than was expended three years
ago by the Liberal Government, and yet
hon. members who represent the goldfields
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are perfectly satisfied. They have no
wvord of protest against it. We have our
gold mines, our agricultural and pastoral
and timber areas. Yet wvith all these we
find it is impossible for this Premier of
ours to maintain the country in a pros-
perous condition. I would like to com-
pare the financial administration of the
Premier with that of his predecessor.
So far as employment is concerned, the
best guide to the prosperity of the work-
ing man is to be found in the Savings
Bank balances. When our Government
borrowved about I% millions in our last
year of office, we found that the work-
ing- man deposited in the Savings Bank
£ 600,000. The Premier last year bor-
rowed £3,800,000 and the Savings Bank
balances increased by only £80,000. Yet
this is a Government of working men.
Year after year, when my friend the
leader of the Opposition was Treasurer,
the people deposited reasonable amounts
in the Savings Hank. Since the advent
of the Labour Government the amounts
deposited have become less and less.

Hon. Rt. H. Underwood (Honorar ,y
Minister) : You know that is absolutely
wrong.

The Premier: He would not say it if
it were not wvrong.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
himself has issued this abstract, from
which I take the information.

The Premier: That abstract does not
show that. In your last year you had
the best season ever experienced, while
we have had the worst.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I will tell the
Premier about the seasons later on. The
Premier surely is not alive to the state-
ment made by Mr. Don Cameron, or he
would not have talked so glibly of his
friendship with or sympathy for the
working, man. 'Mr. Don Cameron said a
man would be better in Fremantle prison
than working under the Government, that
lie would be safer and would have less
to do. That is the opinion of one of the
men of the labour organisation. Mr.
Cameron would not say hard things of
the Government if it were not necessary
to do so. We know he is perfectly right
in taking up the cause of the working

man, particularly against the present
Government, because the troubles are en-
tirely due to the administration of our
Labour friends. The Premier's deficit of
£837,000 is a very serious matter. We
must take a general view of the situation.
but when I tell the House and the coun-
try that in three years the Preuier has
had 24 millions of loan money, against 14
millions spent during the last three years
under the Liberal regime, the country wvill
appreciate what has happened. With 10
million pounds more to spend, all that
Inns happened is that every muan is poorer
because of their administration, and wvork
is less plentiful than it was three years
ago. There is no denying the fact that
on every hand things are going from bad
to wgrse. One thing has led to another
until the climax has been reached, and
this was in evidence at the opening of
Parliament, when there was an unem-
played demonstration by men who
oughlt to be employed, and are not
employed because of the faulty ad-
ministration of the present Government.
When we compare the revenue collected
and the expenditure year by year this
state of affairs is not to he wondered at.
In the last-year of the Wilson Govern-
ment the revenue was £3,850,000, and the
expenditure £3,634,000. Last year the
Premier had £5,200,000, or £1I,400,000
more than the Wilson Government, but
even that was not sufficient, for he spent
£.5,340,000 and has gone on spending
more and more. It is characteristic of
the Premier that the more he gets the
more he wants. The more he gets the
more hie spends; the highier the revenue,
the greater the deficit. In 1911, when we
left office, there was a small debit balance,
but the £900,000 in the Savings Hank and
the £C800,000 of loan money unspent, an
advantage of £1,600.000, enabled the
present Premier to meet the troubles set
up by the drought of that year. To-day
the position is entirely different. The
Savings Bank balances are down to break-
ing point; the deficit is nearly one mil-
lion; the loan funds, except what the
Premier can get from Mr. Fisher, are
altogether gone. If we look into the
question of revenue, we fiad that it is
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keeping up even now. The railway rev-
enue for four months, for instance,
amounts to £C20,000 more than for the,
same months of last year. Yet our rail-
way service is to be cut down. Not-
withstanding the splendid record of the
Railway Department, we hear that the
Premier is running lines that do not pay.
It would be scandalous if the House ap-
proved of the Premier calling a
halt in railway building. It would
he scandalous if the farmers who have
settled in the country and have been
promised railways did not get them. It
would be scandalous if railways were laid
and trains not run on them. The system
was pa~flng a profit of £225,000 to the
last year of the Liberal Administration,
though year by year this has since grown
less. If the railways are well handled
they will show considerable profit. if
the Government had left things alone the
profits, even after paying the increased
wages, would have been considerable.
The truth of the matter is that we have
spent ten millions of money, and in the
spending of it we have set uip an addi-
I ional cost by way of interest and sinking
fund of £450,000. This amount has to be
paid, although the Labour party have it
in the forefront of their platform that
borrowed money must be spent only on
reproductive works, and it is clearly set
out that reproductive works mean those
capable of earning interest, sinking fund,
and working expenses. Yet this £C450,000
has to a large extent to be made up by
additional taxation and additional rail-
way freights. I do not object so much
to the expenditure of this money.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :As to those who spend it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: What I object
to is that we have not got a quid pro quo.
We search in vain for this ten millions of
money, or for the work that it is supposed
to represent, Where has it gone? Does
anyone know? Can we be told? I ven-
ture to say it has been spent on work
which is not reproductive. The Mlinister
for Works has sent uip the cost of rail-
way construction tremendously, and the
amount is ont of all proportion to the
work, and certainly beyond the capacity

of any of these works to earn interest,
sinking fund, and working expenses.
Many of these railway lines would be
good propositions if they were properly
laid down. Whilst this want of manage-
ment has resulted perhaps in a little more
wages being paid to some of the workers
for a short period, the general result has
been to decrease employment, as we aUl
know. It is impossible to waste even
public funds without injuring the work-
ing man, who has to depend on a daily
wage.

MAr. O'Loghlen: Where has it been
wasted? -Give the instances.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T have given
them 40 times.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Give us one.
Mr. Heitmann: Do you remember your

unemployed difficulty? In your prosper-
ous time you had relief camps.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: It was a so-called
unemployed difficulty manufactured by
some of your members.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:- The Labour
Government had been in power for a
year, and when we came into office we
found stagnation similar to what exists
to-day. We found men looking for jobs
as a result of one year of Labour control
nine years ago. Just as we had to get
the State out of its difficulties at that
timet after the mal-administration of a
Labour Government, so, I suppose, we
shall have to do so again. Year by year
during the six years of Liberal rule, em-
ployment became more plentiful, people
became more prosperous, and the savings
of the people hounded up by a tremend-
otis amount. Our trading concerns have
absorbed a great deal of money. The
implement works at Freman tie ought to
he capable of turning out good machin-
ery. Whether they do, I am not in a
position to say. If we have 500 men
working there! and if they are working
on agricultural machinery, they should be
capable of tuning out all the agri-
cultural machinery needed in this
State. We have heard something to-
night from the Premier of his mag-
nificent management of the timber
business of this State. He has said he
could get contracts when poor, unfortun-
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ate, unbusinesslike men could not get
them. He said he had got a contract
from South Africa. Let us look at the
truth of this. As a matter of fact, South
Africa wanted SO0,000 sleepers, and was
willing to pay Millars' 5s. 1d. The Pre-
mier interfered, and they bad to sell the
sleepers for 4s. 71/2d,, and the Govern-
ment obtained a small portion of the con-
tract at 4s. 8d. Thus this country lost
£2,000 of money because of the bungling
methods of our friends in office. Yet the
Premier tells us that lie can get contracts
from abroad when Millars' cannot. Min-
isters are to-day sharing orders with Mul-
tars', and that is how they get their con-
tracts from abroad. This particular
transaction with South Africa was all to
the Government's discredit. Why should
our sleepers be reduced in value as a re-
sult of any action on the part of the Gov-
ernment? Why should they cause this
country to ship sleepers for 6d. less than
South Africa was prepared to pay for
them? I ask the sleeper bewers to say
what will happen if this method of con-
trol continues.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Deal with the facts.
Give one of thle new men a chance. Sit
down.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Oh, be quiet.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: If I gave the

hon. member a chance I am afraid I
should he giving neither a new nor a wise
man an opportunity. If I did so this
representative of timber, this orator from
the forest, would be on his feet in two
moments.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I am not as garrulous
as you.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I am sorry I
cannot oblige the hon. member. This
question of unemployment is of all-im-
portance to the State. Ministers smile.
Theyv live in their comfortable homes and
smile, but unemployment has come,' and
I am afraid it has come to stay for some
time.

Mr. O'Loghlcn: You do not seem to
be losing much sleep over it.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: The true test
of the wise spending of public funds
rests on the amount of employment pro-
vided, firstly, on works as constructed,
and secondly, on the continuousness of

the work as a resuilt of the public ex-
penditure. The railways and the Ag-
ricultural Bank advances provide fa-
vourable instances of continuous em-
ployment as a result of public expendi-
ture. Thle unfavourable instances are
the purchaso of the Perth trams, the
building of the power house, thle inau-
guration of State steamers, State saw-
mills, State brick works, State meat
stalls and State stock-dealing, and, com-
pared with the Agricultural Bank, the
workers' homes scheme costs the wor-
ker a good deal. The best interests of
the State are conserved only when em-
l0' inent is permanently increased. That
is the point to remember. Lack of em-
ployment at the present time is due to
tile unwise spending of the tea millions
of loan funds.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What are the in-
stances?

Hon.' J. MITCHELL: To briiig our
people again to prosperity we must cut
oLut all extravagant and unnecessary re-
venue expenditure, and by this I do not
mean to cut down salaries or to red u~e
wages. There is extravagant expendi-
ture quite apart from the amounts paid
to the people we employ.

Mr. Heitmann : Mention a few works.
Hon. 3. MITCHELL : The develop-

ment of our primary resources is the
only use to which this three millions of
loan money should be put. Our gold-
fields should have some consideration.
There is no doubt that the Government
do give the gold fields some consideration
and for this reason lion. members op-
posite have sat Silent during thle past
three years. Then there is the timber
industry. Where is my hon. friend, the
member for Bunbury (MIr. Thomas), and
my hon. friend, the member for Forrest
(Mr. O'Logblen), who is willing to have
the debate closed down. Then there is
the pastoral industry, which will inter-
est my friend, the Honorary Minister
(Hlon. Ri. H. Underwood). I want to say
too, that this question of agriculture is
a very important one, and that if Par-
liament is called upon, as it is, to take
control of the expenditure-the Gov-
ernment have failed miserably in this
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matter-every member of the House
should interest himself in thle expendi-
tire of loan funds on this great national
indust ry.

Mr. Heitmiann: Where would you cut
down the revenue expenditure?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then the Pre-
ier talks abont his r'egradjngr works,

which only take a shove! and pick to do,
and there are plenty of shovels and picks,
but when it comes to building a hiarbour
at Geralilton, so long talked about,' we
find it cannot be undfertaken because of
the cost of toolsc, and the cost of mach-
inery. They want some machineryv for
the work: and] so Oeraldton, notwith-
standing that the money was voted some
time ago, has to have her harbour works
delayed. So iii regard to the harbour
works at Albany which were promised
some time ago. The people have been
humbugged in this matter. Then the
people of Bunhury have been humbugged
after all these moinths. Before thle last
elections the work of the harbour was
started at Bunbury. I think the hon.
member who represents that constitu-
ency said a little while ago that it was
tile proudest moment of his life when
the Minister for Works took the plans
down to see what he could do at Bunl-
bury.

Mr. Thomas: The work is now in pro-
gressa

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: The Premier said
it could not be undertaken because the
Government needed more machinery.

The ilinister for Lands: He (lid not
say anything of the sort.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: Thec leader of
the Opposition suggested that the work
would be undertaken. The Premier said
lie suggested no work which would he
undertaken other Man certain works
which, however, would take nearly as
much to provide machinery for as the
Government would require to pay away
in waffres.

The Minister for Lands: That is a
ridiculous proposal.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: For years the
work was promised, and it is now said
that the machinery necessary in order that

thle works may be undertaken would cost
too much to procure. We are doing un-
necessary grading onl our railways. There
is no need for the work to be done just
Hiow.

Mr. Thomas: What about making Nor-
ILiam a seaport town?

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: Our workers'
hiomes are to be gone on with at a greater
rate than ever before, on leasehold land,
too. This means that the houses year by
year will lose value, whilst the Govern-
went year by year -will gain interest in the
land by the increased value on it, It
is a systemi that will bring home to the
people in a very forcible fashion thle fail-
ure of the non-alienation. of Crown lands
policy. While onl the leasehold blocks
question I am bound to confess that that
wvhich will provide the Government or
sonic Government in the future With Some
considerable asset is these homes which
are to be built, and whichi are to cost the
people, not only a great deal by way of
interest and sinking fnLnd, buzt as the years
roll by the loss of the houses themselves.
I think we should confine ourselves to
the work of developing our country. I
should like to point ocit that this is the
only means of providing continuous and
amiple work, In regard to the funds in-
vested in connection with the Agricul-
tural Bank, it will he found that
£1I,800,000 was owing to thle bank on the
30th June last. It will also he found that
something approaching one half of the
land cleared has been clared by the Agri-
cultural Bank, and that a great deal of
work has been done with this. It Will
be found that that money is responsible
to-day for the employment of tens of
thousands of people about the State. and
that all Ilie agricultural districts of the
State, reaching from Albany to Gerald-
ton, 'have had Nkgrieultural Bank money,
and have done a great deal of their de-
velopmenlal work with it. The fact re-
mains that the monley has done much
more for the -worker of the State than
any money which has been spent in any
other direction, certainly thousands of
pounds more than the money spent on
brick works, State timber mills, or State
Steamers.

144



[9 DECEMBER, 1914.] 4

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mlinister)): We are employing white
men instead of Asiatics.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is a ques-
tion of employment at this stage of our
history more than at any other time, and
aUl the money possible that can be put
into agricultural development should be
put into it. Another important matter
is that the primary producer grows wheat
for export. Last year was the first year
in the history of the State when the in-
terest bill of the country was paid out
of golden grain. The Premier has said
that we have had three bad years. I
say, however, that last year was a mag-
nificent year. We had something over
12.2 bushels of wheat per acre under
cultivation, which is nearly a record for
the State. Certainly the total amount
produced was a record, namely, 13Y2
million bushels. The district that my lion.
friend, the member for Geraldton, repre-
sents produced as much wheat for that
year as the whole of the State produced
nine years ago.

Air. Heitmann : That is so ; 15.2
bushels.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That shows that
you cannot do better than develop your
land areas.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Who disputes that?
[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Govern-

ment. because they failed to do
it. The Agricultural Bank is suffering.
They have had to cut down their pay-
ments by 50 per cent. The first of the
Government departments selected for the
pruning knife was the Agricultural Bank,
and as a result the farmers have to get
50 per cent, less than they were entitled
to.

Mr. Heitmann: We spent more money
in 12 months than you did in three years.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They paid out
in many cases, but not in every case.
There was not enough money to meet
requirements. If the bank could lend
the money that is wanted there would be
far more employment in the State. May
I say in regard to money lent by the
Agricultural Bank, that not only is it
better than money spent in any other

E6]

way, but the interest bill which has now
been increased by E450,000 would not be
increased by money lent from the Agri-
cultural Bank because the user would pay
up.

Mr. Heitmnnn How much did you
lend V

Hon. Frank Wilson: Alt that was re-
quired.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You fed the private
banks.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You absolutely restricted your
loans.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What, what?

Harn. Rt. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You restricted your loans.

Th Deputy Speaker: Order!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We did not res-
trict in anly way; we paid the peopte all
they wvanted. We did not refuse to do
anything that we agreed to do, and my
leader, when Premier, said to me time
and again, "Never let the Agricultural
Hank go short or the farmers either."
The truth was that we did not ruin credit.
We did not set up those regulations which
closed up the ordinary banks to the farm-
ers. We did not set out to do all the
farmer wanted to be done, but anything
that he required we did. We did not say;
that others could not do anything at all,
and that we would do the lot, as the pre-
sent Government have done. The present
Government have ruined credit, and have
set up a much greater demand upon the
Agricultural Bank than ever existed be-
fore, while on the other hand the country
is enjoying the benefit of what we
did when we were in control. I
urge upon the Government that this
question of advances to the Agricultural
Bank should be taken into serious con-
sideration when the three millions of
money is being allotted to the various
works. When I asked the question a little
time ago I expected to get a reasonable
answer. But with the Minister's usual
courtesy I got the answer that one would
have expected to get from a three-year
old school boy. I got an answer which
was of no use to anyone. I asked the
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Government what they would do with this
three millions of money and how they
would allot it, and I was told that they
would do as usual, so that if anyone went
short it would he the Agricultural Bank.
We have heard a good deal about the
farmers having caused the deficit. Let us
look at the true position. In 1911 the
land revenue was £862,000. In 1913-14
it was 378,000, or there was more revenue
to the extent of £16,000 last year than was
received in our last year, and in our year,
too, a great deal of money came from the
sale of town property. The expenditure
the revenue really benefitted during the
last year than in our last year, so that
the revenue really benefited to the extent
of £19,000 more than the revenue bene-
fited during the last year of Mr. Wilson's
administration. Assistance to the farm-
ers has been from loan funds very largely.
The farmer has been blamed for the
deficit, but no credit has been given
to him for the enormous increase of
railway earnings, namely, £520,000.
There is the increase in fertiliser
freights, the increase in freight on
machinery, and upon live stock, and there
is the terminal charge which has provided
another £16,000 in five months already,
and for these things the farmer is given
no credit. It is unnecessary to mention
that in the last three years something
like 26 million bushels of wheat have been
produced as against 22 millions for the
previous six years, which is due to the
efforts of the previous Administration.
I think, therefore, that the Government
is entitled to show in some way these re-
covered amounts. They might periodi-
cally show as the set-off against the deficit
the amount of land rents they could re-
cover, and the amount due from the trad-
ing concerns. At the present the
trading concerns have no capital. No ex-
penditure is shown to dehit, whereas their
outstanding amounts are not taken 'any
account of. I want, too, to ask how
assistance is to be offered to the farmers
during the coming season. Is the matter
to be held suspended until an inquiry can
he made which will he both costly and
cumbersome, probably unpleasant, and
most likely quite ineffective? If the Gov-

erment say that there must be an in-
quiry before they can undertake this as-
sistance, we will have further delay and
further loss. We ought to have, and
there should be brought down, some gen-
eral policy. I believe the Government
ought to realise that there are many who
have been very hard hit. I want to say
that the Government should take seri-
ously into consideration this question of
deferred payments for water rates, for
land rent, and for land interest, and
ought to deal with the question of the
interest charged on the deferred pay-
ments. I think it ought to be just as
cheerfully undertaken as Ministers have
cheerfully undertaken to forego interest
on workers' homes. They had not a
moment's hesitation about foregoing the
interest due on the workers' homes.

The Minister for Works: It is a matter
of compulsion.

Roa. J. MITCHELL: If they can do
it in one case they can do it in another.
I suggest that the Minister should take
into consideration the question of raising
a special loan to recover the payments
and that they should set up a special sink-
ing fund to be bhilt up by repayments
as they come along. I would like to
point out that this would save the far-
mers a, good deal of needless worry and
the necessity of borrowing money, and
in many cases prevent them from selling
their stock which they can ill spare, and
set their minds at rest in order that they
could throw their energies into their
work with a good heart. Then I
would like to know what the Gov-
ernment intend to do about fertil-
isers and hay. Surely, if anything is
to be done it ought to be done for all who
lost their crops last year, and done
promptly. The farmers should know at
once what the Government intend to do.
Three millions of money might well be
devoted to this good purpose. I fear,
however, that the farmers will be treated
in a niggardly fashion, that money will
be doled out bit by bit, and that no great
amount of good will result. We ought
to get in, this year, the biggest crop that
we possibly can. I observe that the late
Minister for Works (Hon. W. D. John-
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eona) is present. I notice that the hon.
gentleman was establishing abattoirs, and
I way say that I have read some of his
speeches with a good deal of astonish-
went. When the Abattoirs Act was put
through, it was provided that private
abattoirs already existing might be
licensed. It is true that Section 7 of the
Act provided that the license must be
applied for within three mouths of the
passing of the measure, This stipulation,
I believe, was neglected in various cases.
However, the ahattoirs which have sup-
plied the public for the last three, five,
or seven yeas-the owners performing
a duty which the Government neglected
-are entitled to consideration. It seems
to me only reasonable to have, as far as
possible, all the killing done in the var-
ious Government abattoirs, so as to make
inspection more simple; hut the House
ought to enter a protest against any un-
fair treatment. The Act gives the Gov-
ernment authority to license, under certain
conditions, abattoirs which the Govern-
ment inspectors consider up to stan-
dard. I hope this course will be followed,
and I hope the Government will introduce
during this session a measure enabling
them to treat the owners of these abattoirs
fairly- I wish to say a word or two in
regard to the Foodstuffs Commission.* I
desire to point out that in this connection
two Acts were passed last session. One
was the Act giving the Governmentpoe
to appoint a commission for the purpose
of making inquiry. The inquir was
made, and most extraordinary us sems
to have been made hy the officials of the
informantion obtained. One Government
official has been round the country order-
ing the farmers to sell their wheat. What
right has that official to go to anyone with
information as to the holding of any
farmer? As a matter of fact, the Act to
regulate the sale of the necessaries of life
during war time gives the Government
merely power to fix prices The measure
does not give the Government any power
to intervene at all unless a demand has
been made against the holder of wheat and
unless the holder has committed an offence
against the Act by refusing to sell. That
being so, T ask -why bare the Government

allowed their agents to go about the coun-
try scaring the farmers into selling their
wheat for very much less than it is worthI
The price fixed by the Government was
4s. 6d. They had a perfect right to fix
that price, although it is too low-far too
low in the circumstances. Having fixed it,
however: the Government ought to have
left individuals to deal with individuals.
But the Government took the law into
their own hands. In one ease a miller
demanded 1,000 trags of wheat from a
farmer at 45. Gd., whilst one of the Food-
staffs Commissioners, 'Mr. Sutton, had
offered 5s. 4d, for the same wheat. In
the meantime, however, another Govern-
merit official threatened the farmer with
the penalties provided by the Act if he
failed to accept; the first offer made to
him, namely, the offer of the miller. The
farmer said, "I1 suppose, if I accept Mr.
Sutton's offer I will be prosecuted, and
I would lose 10d, a bushel by selling to
the miller." Eventually he sold to the
miller in order to escape prosecution.
That wheat is stored to-day separately in
the mill yard, and will be taken by Mr.
Sutton. The Act was never intended to
operate in the way I have described; nor
was it ever contemplated that the Gov-
errnment would use the Act in such an
arbitrary fashion. There has been no
attempt to corner existing supplies, aind
yet we find the Government not only
exceeding the powers conferred upon
them by this Act, but also disregarding
the promises wade to me in this House
that they would not seize wheat which
the farmer needed for seed. I hope the
Government will see that the law is
obeyed and that nothing is done out-
side the four corners of the Act. Fur-
ther, I hope the Government will not send
a Commissioner round with the millers
wanting to buy farmers' wheat. I hope
the Government will-

The Premier: Be good.
Eon. J. MITCHELL: They cannot be

good or wise, but they are bound to be
foolish. T hope their policy of secrecy and
hush will cease, and I hope there will be
no more of these secret contracts concern-
ing which we have heard so much. I
hope the Government will turn to legiti-
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mate work, and let private enterprise be
unhampered. I wish to say also that
though 'Ministers have asked members gen-
erally to assume responsibility and join
them at this juncture in carrying on the
work of Government, Constitutional
Government demands that Ministers
should take full responsibility, although,
of course, members en this side are pre-
pared to render any assistance at the Gov-
ernment's request. Opposition criticism
should be open, and shiould be as public
as possible.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And brief.
Hon. J. MITCHELL : Of course

Opposition criticism may not always
be confined within the limits that Min-
isters desire. Nevertheless, I hope they
will treat Opposition members with
courtesy. If Ministers show us no
respect, if when we ask for informa-
tion they refuse to let us know what is
happening, then, of course, we are bound
to criticise them. I say that the people
are entitled to know how their affairs are
being managed. They have always been
entitled to know that, but the information
has been denied up to the present. We are
aware in a, general way that disaster bas
come, that a deficit of £870,000 has been
accumulated, and that ten, millions of loan
money have been spent-but how or
where we do not know. At all events, the
people are entitled to know nowv, and I
suggest that the Government let the peo-
ple know now. I see no reason at all
why the Government should be permitted
to wander on in their stupid way any
longer. The House is differently consti-
tuted now, with a front of 24 to 26 oppo-
site; and we can do a great deal more
than was possible while the position was
33 against 17. The country has a right
to expect that the House will control
affairs and see that the Government are
no longer allowed to hide their trans-
actions.

M1r. O'Loghlen: The country districts
did not endorse you.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: I consider that
the leader of the Country party was right
when he said that the question now was
one of administrationi and 'not of legis-
lation. It certainly is a question of ad-

administration, but who is going to
administer the affairs of the country?

Hon. 11. H. Undenvood (Honorary
Minister): Not you.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: My friend, the
wise man from the North, the member for
Pilbara, the Minister for Works, the At-
torney General, and all the rest of them
have succeeded in landing the country in
a mness. Before the Last general election,
they said to the people, "Return the Lib-
erals to power and you will have stagna-
tion and financial chaos." Now we have
financial chaos with the Labour party on
the box seat. I have nothing to add ex-
cept to express the hope that the sorry
spectacle witnessed to-night wvill not he re-
peated. I can very well betieve, however,
that when the Estimates come down, an
attempt will be made to treat us after
very much the same fashion. Still, why
should 26 members be able to take charge
of the House and do what they please
with itI

Mr. O'Loghlen: Can you give any rea-
sou why the country districts rejected the
nominees of your party if they were such
good men?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I could give very
good reasons why the country should re-
ject the hon. member. For six or nine
years the hon. member bas been here, and
he has not yet uttered one word of 'wis-
dom or one word in any way helpful to
the electorate he represents. I under-
stand the bon. member asked me for some
reason why he should be rejected, and I
hiave endeavoured to give it to him.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth) [9.55]:
The example of brevity set by the mover
and seconder of the Address-in-reply I
very readily follow. Both in this House
and outside it, I have expressed the opin-
ion that often a good deal of time is taken
up with the Address-in-reply which might
be better applied to the more useful pur-
poses of legislation. The altered state of
the House since the last session must, I
think, have caused the Government to
consider seriously the position as it is at
the present time. During the late Par-
liament the conduct of business on many
occasions was such as I think will not he
recalled with. pride. However, the past
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has gone beyond recall, and at that I in-
tend to leave it, though I may express the
hope that under the altered circumstances
the conduct of business in this Parliament
will in future be different and that the
members of the Government, led by the
Premier, will set such an example that
proceediugs henceforth wrill be in marked
contrast wit]. those of the last Parlia-
ment on many oceasibus. Some of the
scenes that took place in this House were
not, we know, to the credit of hon. mem-
hers or to the credit of the people hon.
members represent.

H1on. R, H. Underwood (Honorary
M'inister): That is a reflection on the
Speaker.

Mr. ALLEN: f have no intention what-
evonr of casting any reflection* on you, Mr.
Speaker. In your wisdom you, Sir, al-
lowed a considerable measure of latituae,
and in my opinion some members abused-
that latitude. Our duty now is to con-
sider closely the business of the country,
and to conduct ourselves in sncb a man-
ner that we shall be able to carry it
through expeditiously:

Hon. R. HE. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Did any of your members
get expelled last Parliament9

Mr. ALLEN: The overpowering ma-
jority sitting behind the Government in
the last Parliament has been greatly re-
duced; and the Government 'will, I trust,
recognise that they must treat the comn-
bined Opposition with courtesy and
respect, and mete out to us a very differ-
ent measure of considration from that
which they extended to us during the last
three years.

Son. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Did you hear the speech of
the leader of the Country party last
n iiht9I

'Ur. ALLEN: I did, and he offered the
Government some very 'wholesome advice,
I venture to express the opinion that,
unless that advice is followed, the
stronger Opposition now sitting in this
House will not take matters in the same
way as the Opposition was compelled to
take them in the last Parliament.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : But the Country party are
not in Opposition; they are for the State.

Mr. ALLEN: The speeches delivered
here by the party leaders have been most
interesting, and have given food for con-
sideration. Had the leader of the Coun-
try party sat in the House during the
recent Parliament, he would, I think, have
recognised that the patience and endur-
ance of Opposition members were
strained to the utmost. T only wish the
member for Irwin (Mfr. James Gardiner)
had sat with us three years ago. But
possibly those who looki on see most of
the game. He has no doubt formed
opinions, whieb, however, be has refrained
from expressing because he desires, like
the rest of us, that the government of the
country through the existing crisis shall
be carried on without that bitterness of
feeling andl that degree of persoaality
which were indulged in last session.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You are doing well.

Mr, ALLEN: I am pleased that hon.
members opposite are so well satisfied.
The ideals and sentiments expressed by
the member for Irwin are, I hope, those
which imbue the members who have come
into this Chamber. I desire to impress
on the Government and on the House
generally that until the Government adopt
the suggestion made by both the leaders
of the Opposition-and which stiggestion,
I may remark, was frequently urged in
the last Parliament-I fail to see how
the country's business can be properly
conducted. As representatives of the
people in this House, we have a perfect
right to the fullest information in regard
to the affairs of the State. During the
last Parliament the position at times was
almost intolerable and the attitude
adopted by the government towards the
Opposition was not conducive to the har-
monious and effective conduct of business.
We. have come at the present time to a
position in the State's history caused not
by the Government altogether, nor by the
people, but by the great European war
and an unforeseen drought, and I agree
with the leaders who have spoken during
this debate that now is the times to call a
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real truce, a truce not merely in words
but in deeds and adts. We must set our-
selves the task of finding ways and
means, but unless the Premier tells us the
facts as they actually are, I fail to
see bow we can cope with the present
position. Three years aw we sought for
information by way of questions and
other means, but the replies which were
given to us, and the information which
was withheld, in my opinion, was, to put
it in the mildest possible way, most dis-
courteous to the Opposition. We are en-
titled to know exactly what the position
of affairs is, but when we have to take
the mere wvords of members sitting on the
Government benches, not backed up by
audited statements, I think we have a
perfect right to accept those statements
with a grain of salt. At a time like the
present, and with troubles in various
forms in our midst, with financial diffi-
culties to he faced, hardships to be homne,
and in many instances the breadwinners
taken away from their homes to do battle
for the Empire, it behoves all to realise
that it is the duty of Parliament to sink
party differences and do the best to tide
over the present position. It is my desire
to act in conjunction wth other members
to do the best under the circumstances to
overcome the present unfortunate posi-
tion. Unless the Government are pre-
pared to give to this House that informa-
tion which members desire, it will be next
to impossible for us to assist them to
carry on. I do not think there should be
any difficulty whatever in giving that in-
formation. If the trading concerns have
been profitable why not let us knowl

The 'Minister for Mines: What is it
you arc thirsting for?

M1%r. ALLEN: Information.
The Minister for Mines: What kind of

information?
Mr. ALLEN: With regard to the

affairs of the State.
The 'Minister for Works: You have

always had the information you have
asked for.

Mr. ALLE N: The replies to our in-
quiries have been the very opposite. They
bare not supplied the information we
have aske for. Let me give one ease in

point. We asked on one occasion for the
cost of the metal supplied by the Boya
quarry to the different departments of
the Government. The answer was that it
was sufficient to cover interest and sink-
ing fund.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister):- And you did not believe it.

Mr. ALLEN: It would not have taken
anyone with much brains to understand
it, but I quite realise the Honorary Min-
ister's inability to understand it. I want
to refer to one or two other items, and
particularly to the condition of the elec-
toral rolls. In my electorate in 1911
there were 4,516 names on the roll.
At the recent election that total had
heen increased to 7,328, or 2,812
more than in 1911. This is an instance
where the Federal and State boundaries
are identical, yet the electorate has in-
creased its numbers in three years by
2,812. Some investigation into the con-
dition of the rolls is necessary. I am not
going to impute improper motives, nor
the stuffing of the rolls. I am quite satis-
fied with the result of the election. I
said during the election that if there were
people who were not entitled to vote. I
did not believe they would vote, and I
am satisfied from the result that they
did not vote. In 1911, out of 4,51.6 elec-
tors, there went to the poll 3,652, while
this year, with the roll increased to the
extent I have mentioned, 3 .596 voted, or
56 less than at the previous election on a
smaller roll. On this occasion less than
50 per cent. votedi, while in 1911 the per-
centage was something like 80. I think
an explanation is due as to why all these
names appeared on the roll. I know of
one instance where a lady canvasser ivent
around eight streets and could not trace
200 names which were on the roll. There
must be something wrong to allow such
a thing to occur. An explanation should
be given.

Mr. Heitmann: It is due to the tired
feeling in the Electoral Department,

Mr. ALLEN: Then it is time they
were shaken up.

Hon. RI. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): What do you propose to
sake them up withY
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Mr. ALLEN: If the hon. member
.could get hold of that department he
could give them a shaking up. We have
heard a good deal within the last few
days with regard to the water supply in
the metropolitan area. During the last
Parliament I congratulated the Govern-
ment on carrying out the policy of their
predecessors by providing a further stor-
age capacity at Mount Eliza, but I do
not think credit is reflected on them or
on any previous Government when we see
the parlous condition the supply is in to-
day. With an increased population and
the advent of sewerage, it must have
been patent that a greater quantity of
water would be consumed. As has been

- pointed out, a work of this kind cannot
be undertaken in a great hurry. A large
a-rea of land would have to be resumed
and we know that the OGovernmtent are
not in a position to pay for the resump-
tion of land in connection with a scheme
which it is estimated would cost a mil-
lion pounds. With regard to the trains,
although the Government have made a
profit of £,20,000 in the last 12 months,
the Premier refuses to grant a simple
concession to women folk, to those who
have to go to business in tbe morning,
shop assistants, typists, and others.

The Minister for Works,: They 'can
avail themselves of workmen's tickets up
to eight o'clock.

Mr. ALLEN: There are many women
who travel to work after that hour -who
are earning probably less mouey than
the working man and surely they are en-
titled to consideration. It is not a party
question. I thought the Minister for
Railways in the last Parliament would
embrace the opportunity of granting this
small concession. At the present time
typists are getting three weeks' work out
of four and their small incomes are taxed
to the utmost.

The Minister for Mines: How would
you identify typists in the inoruingi

Mr. ALLEN: How do you identify
working men in the morning?

The Minister for Mines: Those who
travel between six and eight o'clock in
the morning are -working men.

Mr. ALLEN: I know many people
who travel in tramns in the early morning
to catch trains to somewhere, and they
are not working men. The request which
I have made is reasonable and just, and I
thought the Minister for Railways would
have been only too glad ~to grant the con-
cession.

The Minister for Mines: You are com-
plaining about the deficit and yet you
ask us for concessions.

Mr. ALLEN: IL am only asking for a
concession for women which is given to
the male section of the community.

The Premier: The workmen's tickets
apply to females up to eight o'clock in.
the morning.

Mir. ALLEN: But what about the
women who start work in shops at nine
o'clock? Will they be expected to go to
business before eight and wait for an
hour before they can commence work? I
also went to call attention to the condition
of the tramway tracks, which is disgrace-
ful. When the trains were controlled by
the tramway company the tracks were
bad cnuLgh, but since the Government
have takent them over they are infinitely
worse. Yet the Government are making
this huge profit and in the interests of
the safety of the public it is due to the
Government to keep the tracks in pro-
per repair. We were promised when the
Government took over the tramns, or
filched them from the municipalities, that
we were going to get great advantages,
and that there would he Better services
and cheaper rates, but we have had
neither. I was opposed to the Govern-
ment taking over the trains but Parlia-
ment in its wisdom decided otherwise;
however, I fail to see that the people up
to the present have gained anything by
the change.

The Minister for Mines: You know the
reason. We are running up to the limit
of the load that the power house will
carry.

Mr. ALLEN: It would have been
much better if the Government had left
the tram-ways alone.

The Minister for Mines: That is
another matter.
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Mr. ALLEN: With reference to the
question of the central markets, the Gov-
ernment have resumed a large area of
lanid for this purpose, so that fruit fromn
the country might he sent in, regulated
and controlled, At the present lime we
have a glut of fruit in the City. We have
lost an important market in Germany,
where our apples were bringing the best
price of all Australian apples. The Gov-
ernment are now doing their best to find
markets for our fruit supplies. It seems
to me that to Colombo we should ship a
large quantity of fruit. The linister for
Agriculture will bear me ont when I say
that we learned from members of a depui-
tation which waited on him, that one
enterprising firm in Perth had already
opened up negotiations with South Aus-
tralia and New South Wales. for the ex-
port of fruit, and he informed us that
Western Australian oranges were bring-
ing £1 a case in New South Wales. I was
glad to learn that Mr. flardwick, who has
the plaus in hanid, will shortly be leaving
for the Eastern States to make inquiries,
so that we may have everything up to
date. I think these markets should be built
as speedily as possible, bnt there againl it
will be a question of expeniditure. The
matter has been hung up for some time
and we are now placed in the position
tbat we cannot borrow money. Probably
that is a blessing in disguise, but we want
the markets very badly. I remember
reading an article on the fruit supply of
Perth a tev days ago in which it was
stated that thd inspedlors were unable to
cope with the present condition of affairs.
I think there are seven markets running
at the same hour. The inspector cannot
be in all those places at once. In one
instance a man secured 10s. a case for
apricots in one market, while in another
market the same fruit was condemned by
the inspector as being badly infected with
fruit fly. If those central markets are
erected, that anomaly will be obviated
by the inspeto4rs being on the spot, and
so being able to inspect the fruit as it
comes in. It is not my intention to take
up further time. I hope we shall be able
to carry out the sentiments expressed
here, and drop for a while at least the

differences which in Previous sessions
hlave stood between us. This is a time at
w~hich wve can afford to do so, and I feel
sure I can speak for the rank and file
on this side of the House in saying we
will do everything we can to render the
Government assistance; but the obliga-
tion is on the Government to be perfectly
frank with Parliament and give us every
information, otherwise the Government
mutst lake the consequences.

Hon. J. D3. CONNOLLY: I muove-
That the debute be adjourned.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . . 13
Noes .. . . 30

Majority against ..

Mr. Align
Air. Connolly
Mr. George
Mr. Gilchrist
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
.Ir. Nairn

17

Ayma.

Mir. Smith
Air, S. Stubbs
Mr. Tbomson
Mr. Veryard
Mir. F. Wlson
Mr. Robinson

(Teller).-

Noes.

hir. Angwln
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Carpenter
Air' Ches3on
M r. Coliter
Mr. Cunningham
M~r. Foley
Mr. James Gardiner
Mr. J. P. Gardiner
Mr. Green
Air. Griffiths
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlckmott
Mr. Hiolman
Mr. Johnson

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. Johnston
M r. Mcflcwal

Mr. Mullany
Air. Munsle
Mr. O'Logblen
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. *rnylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Sir. Wansbrough
Mr. Willmott
Mtr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Heitmana

(Tgllen).

Mr. NAI J (Swan) [10.23]: 1 come
here as a new acquaintance, and I am
sure members will all appreciate the posi-
tion in which I find myself, for members
know the ordeal they went through in mak-
ing their maiden speeches in the Honse.
1 think we all realise that whatever opin-
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ions we may have outside the House we
must, to a considerable extent, be in-
fluenced by the surroundings in which
we find ourselves on the inside. I claim
indulgence, Mr. Speaker, for this occa-
sion, and I hope I shall not so far exceed
those limits which are extended to new
members as to make it necessary for you
to correct me and put me in my proper
place. I do not propose to detain the
House very long, because I realise that
in these matters, these formalities of the
House, I have a great deal to learn. No-
body appreciates that more than I do,
and I shall endeavour to learn the quali-
ties of the House and those principles
which will assist me, before endeavouring
to take too prominent a part. I want
to remark briefly on one or two matters
that have come before us since the open-
ing of the debate. First, there is the
speech delivered by the leader of the
Country party. I want to congratulate
that gentleman on his speech, because I
think, if it did not strike a new note,
it struck a note which will do no harm
in th.is Chamber. Personally I have no
associations with the old quarrels, and no
desire to be drawn into them, and I hope
members will accept me in that spirit.
Of course, I do not promise, on the other
hand, that it will not be my endeavour,
so far as I can, to faithfully criticise that
which I think deserves to be criticised on
that side. It is the duty of every mem-
ber to appreciate the position in which
the Premier finds himself to-day. In
some respects it is an unenviable one,
as the Premier himself has said, and,
wvith those who have due regard for the
ens's through which we are passing, it
should be the endeavour of every member
so far as possible in relationship to fair
criticism, to let the Ministry down in as
honest and impartial a spirit as possible.
I want to refer to the statement made by
the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green).
That gentleman said that from past ex-
perience the unemployed had more to ex-
pect from the Labour party than from
the Liberal party. That is a sort of two-
edged weapon. I do not know that the
meaning which the hon. member intended

was the one which appealed to me. First
it struck me as being unfair to prejudice
any man or set of men in resp~ect to their
attitude towards the unemployed. I take
second place to no hon. member in my
consideration for those men who, by no
fault of their own, are out of employ-
ment, and to that extent I resent a
statement of the kind coming from the
source it did. The member for Kalgoor-
lie was perhaps right to this extent, that
the unemployed have had greater experi-
ence of unemployment while Labour
Governments were in office. If this is the
thing he had in his mind we agreed on
that occasion, if on no other. I want to
dwell for a moment on a remark or two
made by the Premier in regard to trades
unionism. I have always advocated the
principles of bona fide trades unionism,
and I hope I shall always do so; because
any man who reads history can only come
to one conclusion, namely, that were it
not for trades unionism this world would
not be as far advanced as it is to-day. As
for any decent, honest sentiment towards
the working nian, there is no monopoly
of it on that side of the House. I want
that to be my motto, and my attitude will
ever be in the direction I have indicated.
If I find it necessary to disagree, as
must reasonably follow, with some of the
proposals of the Government in regard
to their attitude, towards the worker
my attitude will at all times be one of
considerable friendliness. I must confess
I admired the Premier when he got up
and so boldly declared his attitude to-
wards the great problem of wages. I do
not think this is an occasion for threats.
The threat was certainly never meant
so far as I or my leader was concerned.
My leauder distinctly denied any desire
wvhatever to reduce wages or to assist
others to reduce wages. There is only
one occasion when it is ever necessary
or justifiable to reduce wages, and that
is when the value of the articles produced
has fallen. rp to the present, fortu-
nately for the people of Australia, and
for the people of the British empire,
values have not fallen so that the most
which it would be reasonable to ask of
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the workers would be a division of
their labour. I see no escape from that.
As far as I can see it is not possible to
give every worker a full day's work, and
a regular day's work during the present
crisis, but to suggest that it is necessary,
because of the unfortunate position, to
reduce the remuneration for the labour
rendered is without justification, and I
hope justification for it will not arise,
either in our time or in any time to
follow. Some opportunities might arise
through a reduction of wages. We might
possibly build houses a little cheaper, but
I do not see that this would be an unmixed
blessing by any means, because if we pro-
duced something under the reduced con-
ditions we would reduce the values of
those things already in existence, and
not only the worker, but every member
of the community would suffer as a re-
sult. I will, so far as lies in my power,
strenuously oppose any movement com-
ing from any source having that object
in view. The worker, after a very long
and strenuous fight against many odds,
and certainly with many opportunities,
has advanced his conditions to such a de-
gree that he might almost be envied his
position, hut it would not be in the in-
terests of the community for any attempt
to be made to diminish those privileges
which he has fought for so long and now
enjoys.

The Premier: You must not overlook
the fact that you are attached to the
same party as Mr. Colebatch and Mr.
Holmes, and they have lpronounced em-
pbatically in favour of it.

Mr. NAIRN: There are certain prin-
ciples to which I subscribed, not in writ-
ing. There are certain principles to
which my party are attached which I will
honourably obey, but the reduction of
waees is not one of them.

The Premier: You are converting some
of them.

Mr. NAI2RN: I do not care. There
are a lot of people who could do with a
little conversion, but I do not say on
which side of the House they are. When
it comes to a matter of conversion there
iiht be some on both sides. With re-

gard to my attitude towards my party

I have never been asked to subscribe to
what would be to me such an objection-
able thing, and when the time arrives
and 1 anm asked, which I feel will never
be the case, it will be time for me to
take my stand, as I do here now. I want
to speak on another phase of labour in
Australia, because it might seem strange
that I. have so greatly stressed this ques-
tion. I have thought for a considerable
time that the real problems of politics
here are not those larger issues that
affect the people of older countries. Here
in this young country the question of
wages plays the most important part of
all in our political affairs, and the party
with which I am associated have no cause
to regret their attitude to the worker in
griving him the privileges he now enjoys.
The problem between the Liberal party
and the Lahour party to-day is not that
of wages or fair remuneration to workers,
and I hope it never will be, but I con-
.eientiously believe that in the principles
I have just enunciated theme are many
aspects of the Labour party's attitude
which carry us beyond them. There are
many problems which the Labour party
have been trying in alt good faith to
solve, and which are the real points of
difference between the Liberal and the
Labour parties, and among tho.ie which
are coming home at the present time
with most effect and destruction is that
of State-owned enterprises. It is neces-
sary on most occasions to appeal to a
man as be feels much more than as he
reasons, and however desirable may be
these State-owned enterprises for com-
petitive purposes designed to uplift the
worker and generally improve the condi-
Lions of the people, however well they
mnay appear in theory, we know to-day,
to our sorrow, and the Labour party
know to their sorrow, that these are the
particular problems and difficulties which
are confronting them all along the way.
These are the reasons more than ay
other-and I am expressing only my own
opinion--why those sitting on the Gov-
ernment side have been so considerably
diminished in numbers since the general
election. These are the principles which
f1 bave always held, and my present atti-
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tude, I hope, will be the one I will always
follow. MYany of us agree with the Labour
party on many things, but good inten-
tion and general desire to help fhose most
deserving of help is not a monopoly of
any one party in the House. No one by
any stretch of imagination cirt say that
the Scaddan Government havo. very much
to be proud of; so far as their financial
results are concerned. I do not say this
in any spirit of carping criticism, bit
it is a positive statement of fact that
we must realise. Many opportunities,
golden opportunities, were given to the
Labour party three years ago. I yena-
Lure to say there never was a time in
the history of the State when such golden
opportunities were presented to a politi-
cal party, and yet what is tbe position
to-day? What has been the underlying
motive, the force at the bacic of this
election which has resulted in (diminish-
ing the majority of the Labour party?
It has not been that the worker or the
great bulk of the people did not realise
that the Lahour party are cndeavouring
to carry out their professed dcsires, but
it is a realisation that their objects are
not in the best interests of the State.
There are some members here with -whom
I hand myself very much in antagonism
politically. They are men for whose intel-
lectual capacity I have a very high appre-
ciation, I refer particularly to the Attor-
ney General. Without repeating what has
gone before, I want to say that certain
statements of quite recent date have fallen
from the lips of that gentlemnan which
do not add in honour, dignity or in charm
to a character we know 3o wel!. I wish
to refer to his statement that the remson
some of the Liberal party wele returned
to the House was that they bought the
votes of the workers. This statement is
an insult to the workers, I fail to under-
stand how it is the bon. memiber does
not realise that by making& such a remark
he was offering an insult to the workcers.
So far as my constituency is; concerned
I give the Attoruey Gene ral's statement
an absolute and positive denial right to
the hon, member's face, because no man
or set of men ever subscribed one sirgke
penny to put me in the position I occupy.

The Attorney General: Not you.
MNr. NAIRN: I am pluased to receive

that assurance.
Ron. Frank Wilson: Nor ini any other

constituency either.
'%Jr. NAIRN: Such things would be

better left unsaid, and particularly whet:
we realise that our first duty is to minim-
ise the iUl-feeling and class hatred which
it seem the desire of many to ;.oster.

The Attorney General: Why do not
you give your side the lecture

Mr. NAIRN: I am giving it to the
side which I think deserves it most. I
admit there are mistakes on both sides
and I have no desire to free myself
from the charge of having made mis-
takes. We all make mistakes, but there
are certain essential principles on which
all decent-minded men might agree, and
one of them is to give the other man
credit for having some conscience and to
show conscientious regard for his utter-
ances. Here is an opportunity -when the
old force, becanse it has been a force, al-
though fortunately it has become a les-
ser force, can be dragged from the grave
and 'held up to tite people as being the
reason why the Labour party have been
reduced in numbers. The real reason
lies in some of the statements I have
made. It is in our finanicial position to-
day, this probably more than any other.
The average worker records his vote in
much the same way as any other man,
namely, in the manner in which he
thinks will be to the best interests of
himself. No reasonable man to-day can
expect that the worker feels himself to
he in the same position of security
as three years ago. We have only
to get the views of the man in
the street, of the man who is en-
gaged in an ordinary irregular occu-
pation. 'Whether he is holding a little
property or has some vested interests
in the State, let me remind my hon.
friend opposite that he values these
rested interests, and if they are only
worth a few hundred pounds they are
of as much importance to him as, and
probably of more importance than, the
vested interests of those who hold thou-
sands of pounds.
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Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The hon. member
does not wean that we are attempting to
destroy them.

M r. NAIRN: I do not say there is any
attempt to destroy them I am not so
foolish as to think that the Labour par-
ty would endeavour to destroy those who
put them in power. The people were
led to a certain belief three years ago
that certain results would accrue from
certaia undertakings, which have not
been realised to-day. In other words,
the Labour party had not delivered the
goods.

The Premier: Will the hon. member
answer this question, if he knows so well
why our party has been reduced, wvill he
inform us -wvh*y it is that his party has
not increased.

Mr, NAIRN: I na not prepared to
look upon that side of the question. The
party with which I am associated-

The Premier: Now?
Mr. NAIRN: Has now five or six seats

in the Metropolitan area right in the
very midst of the workers and right in
these centres where the workers have so
much of the small vested interests that
I have been speaking of. That is the
best indication that the wvorkers know
what is in their interests.

The Premier: How do you account
for the victories over Liberals?

Mr. NAIRN: I am not here to account
for impossible things. I am here only
to make a plain statement of fact. The
party which has had so mnuy opportuni-
ties is, though not exactly gone out, at
all events galloping towards the back
door.

The Premier: When we escape it will
be by the front door.

Mr. NAIRN: They are doing it not
from any lack of good motives. I do not
like to impute bad motives to anyone.
These principles, the basic principles on
which the Labour party rests itself, are
the very principles which are going to
destroy it. I want to deal with one or
two of these, especially with regard to
State enterpnises and sawmills.

The Minister for Lands: You -will not
touch the sleeper hewer;, -will you?

Mr. NAIR1N: The sleeper hewers have
done their work so far as I am con-
cerned. I realise, this, that I had a good
friend in the late Minister for Works so
far as the hewers were concerned, and
1 beg to take this opportunity
of thanking him for the assistance
he rendered to me. I daresay there were
many sleeper hewers who did not vote
perhaps as their consciences moved thema
to do, I mean their political consciences.
To many of the workers of the State the
Labour party stands as an ideal, and when
a man has an ideal he does not like to
see it shattered. He will cling to that
ideal to the last ditch. These are the only
voters amongst the workers, So far as my
district is concerned, who recorded their
votes in the labour interest, It is not that
they were badly represented, because my
opponent, their late representative, was
a vigorous and intelligent one who did me
the honour to say that I had fought bim
fairly and squarely as I hope always to
do. TIhere was something in the position
which appealed to these men to ask them-
selves whether their position is better now
than it was two years ago. There was not
ten per cent. of men who did not feel that
they were in a worse position by reason
of some of the extraordinary regulations
which have been introduced by the de-
partment, but these have all been threshedl
out, and as a result of this I am here to.
night. There is another matter which I
wish to speak upon, namely, the attitude
of the Government towards certain per-
sons following honourable occupations in
this State. The matter was discussed at
the election and also was replied to by the
then Minister for Works, This is in re-
gard to wiping a man out of existence
so far as earning an honest living is con-
cerned. I want to refer to a man who
is a business man, a man of standing,
honourable and respectable and one who
has never had any action brought against
him in his life. He had placed himself in
a position to do business at a place near
one of the new State mills. He had hen-
onrably come into possession, as tenant,
of a piece of land which had just as bon-
eurably been obtained by the owner. He
established himself in business, and the
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first thing that he knew was that he had
the Government right up against him.
They wvere not going to give that man
an opportunity of carrying on his lawful
occupation. The first move on the part of
the Government was when he received
notice that the land would be resumed.
Prior to that he had endeavoured to buy
from the Government sufficient material
to enable him to build a store, in order
to permit of his enlarging his business.,
Failing the delivery by the Government
of the timber necessary for the erection
of the building, he asked if he might pur-
chase the timber elsewhere, and have it
carried over the Government line which
ran close by him. A refusal was the axns-
wer to this request. Finally, the result
was that the man had his property re-
sumned, and his opportunity of earning an
honest living taken away. I defy anyone
here to justify that act, and to bring it in-
to harmony with the principles advocated
by labour in tregard to private mill own-
ers We have heard from one side and
the other that it is wrong for private em-
ployers to deny the worker the right to
buy his stores at the cheapest rates; in
other words, to deny the right to store-
keepers to come in nnd compete for the
business. That party has violated the
principle which they have stood tor so
long. Many of these principles that the
Labour party stood for have been shat-
tered, and are gone. Why is it that the
Country party represents a constituency
in which the majority of the workers
in it are engaged in the timber
business? That, I say, is one of the
reasons for it. But it is not the only
reason. I say that the attitude of the
Government towards the workers engaged
in the industry was not in keeping with
the principles which they have stood for
for so long.

The Minister for Lands: Thank God,
you do not understand the principles.

Mr. NATRN: I say we have ourselves
to thank. There is not one point that I
have exaggerated.

The Minister for Lands:- You are mak-
ing ex part 6 statements.

.1r, NMIRN: I amn making statements
which I am prepared to pit against any

statement which may be made by the
Minister.

The Premier: You have not told the
complete story.

Mr. NAIRN: I have told the whole of
the story.

The Premier: As far as you know it,
perhaps.

Mr. NAIRN,. I do know sufficient to
say this, that the man was removed from
an honourable occupation as a store-
keeper, and that he was removed from it
forcibly by the Government.

The Mvin ister for Lands: Tell us how
he got there in the first place.

31r. NAIRN: He got there quite hon-
ourably, through being the tenant of a
piece of land, adjacent to the mill, owned
by anothier man. More than that, I wish
to show how far the Labour party were
preparedl to go in order to crush this man
out of existence. When he saw that the
Government were determined to have the
land resumed, as they said, for a school
site, he offered in writing to make an
exchange. But nothing was going to
stand in the way of the Government. I
have the statement of the late Minister
for Works on this point. This was one
statement made by the late Minister for
Works-

Mr. Mattinson was -fully aware of
the Government's intentions righlt
throughout; and he cannot say, there-
fore, that he has been hardly dealt by.

Now I wish to ask what right has any
man, or any Minister, to say that the
intention was that there should be no com-
petition at that mill and that no man
should enter on that mill site for legiti-
mate and bona-fide trade? That is the
answer I want, the answer to that ques-
tion,' which is the most important of all.
The intention of the Government plainly
was that the business should not exist.
The man offered an exchange. However,
the land has been resumed, and the school
has not been built, nor is it likely to be
built.

.1r. Heitmnn: He is after a pub, too,
is he not?

Mr. NAIRN: You may know more
about that than I do. I am talking about
the intention of the Minister which was
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perfectly clear. It is not my desire to
labour the question, but his man was en-
gaged in an honourable occupation and
the Government resumed the land over
his head and refused to give him an ex-
change.

The Minister for Lands: You ought to
say how he got the land in the first
place. Explain that.

Mr. NAIRN: He got it honourably.
What right has any member, even a Min-
ister of the Crown, to question any man's
right to engage himself in an honourable
occupation?

The Mlinister for Lands: There are two
ways of getting land, you know.

Mr. NAJRN: It was got honourably;
and if it had not been got honourabty, I
venture to say, the Minister would have
made a statement to that effect in the
Press, when replying to me. I wish just
to emphasise this eae as one of the
reasons, amongst many, for which the
Government have found themselves hard
up against it in carrying on the State en-
terprises.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We will carry our troubles;
you carry your own. Do not let our trou-
bles worry you.

Mr. NAIRN: I am not worrying; l1ife
is too short. But I want to say, as the
Premier has said, that though we may
not worry, stilt there are certain principles
which every man should stand for, and
certain responsibilities which every man
must take upon himself and which must.
he protected at any cost. [ shall not
detain the House much longer. I wish
to point out that, so far as this State
is concerned, the position in which we
find ourselves financially and in every
other way is one which should induce us
to learn some lessons even at this late
hour. I think we might learn some lessons
even from the war, and thait is oue of
them. In making this remark I do not
wish to pass any censure on the Govern-
meuL. One of the principles which we
should stand for here is that of looking
after and developing the induistries of.
Western Australia. We have seen many
of those facilities and many of those
undertakings of which we know the loss.

We find ourselves lplaced aL a decided
disadvantage in many respects to-day be-
cause we have not laid ourselves out t6
develop those industries which me should
have developed, having regard to the
best interests of Western Australia. I
may particularly refer to the importation
of pipes into this State -G:erman made
pipes, if I may he allowed to cmphasise
that point. I wish to point out how much
better the position would be to-day if
we- had had an industry established here
in this State to construct pipes. How
much better in that case would be our
position for development and production
in many other respects!

The Premier: You would know, of
course, that we import German lager
beer, too.

Air. NAIRN: I know that o00e calnot
obtain German lager beer niade- in Aus-
tralia, but one can obtain Australian
pipes made in Australia.

The Premier: You can get yonr lager
the same as you get your pipes.

Mr. NAIRN: I do not drink much
lager. Here was an opportunity for the
establishment of a manufacture, and yet
the Minister for Works cooly made the
statement that he did not think it would
be adytable for people to comne to West-
ern Australia and comm ence this indulsiry
for the sake of the small order which the
Government had to offer.

Mr. George: The pipes are rusting
now.

MAr. NAIRN: Yes; they are lying about
the yards now. I want to know what
explanation there is for the s:atement
thiat these pipes had to be imported be-
cause they were urgently wanted, whilst
we find they have been lying about for
months.

The Minister for Lands: Those are
repaired pipes, which were taken out of
the mains.

Mr. NAIR-N: Those pipes lying there?
The Minister for Lands: Yes, with a

percentage.
Mr. NAIRN: I say those are the Ger-

man made pipes. I wish to compare the
attitude of the Labour Mfinistry with that
of the previous Ministry, who required
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steel pipes for the water scheme. Wben
p-ipcs were wanted by the Liberal Gov-
ernment they were manufactured in this
State, but the Labour Government got
theirs manufactured in Germany. I say
that is not a fair attitude to adopt to-
wards any industry, much less a fair
attitude for the Government to adopt
towards their own workers. I point that
out as one of the lessons which we may
learn from this war. We ought to learn
to make this State more self-supporting.
This episode is particularly surprising
as originating from a party that has
always stood forth as the champion of
good Australian principles. I say that
pipe transaction is a violation of the
principles -which have helped to place
the Lahour Government where they are.
So far as may he in my power to assist
the Treasurer, and to appreciate the
position in which he finds himself to-day,
J shall endeavour to make myself fully
conversant with the facts and abstain
from harassing or hampering in any way
the undertakings which have been re-
ferred to, because, after all, I suppose
each of us in his little insignificant way
might inflict some little additional pun-
ishment on the Government if he so
desired. I have no wish to say anything
on the subject, except this: I honestly
believe that the State enterprises are
doomed to unutterable failure. It is not
because the Labour party is controlling
those enterprises that they are doomed
to failure. They would be just as irre-
vocably doomed if they were controlled
by the other side of the House.

The Premier: More so.

Yr. NAIRN: That is an impossibility.
I am expressing my opinion.

Mr. Haitmana: Dlo you not believe in
State enterprises at all?

Mr. NAfIN: Certainly. I do not wish
to be caught in any misunderstanding.
I think, however, that we should distin-
gulish between State enterprises required
for legitimate State purposes and those
entered upon for the purpose of compe-
tition with private enterprise. When we
gret the balance sheets we have so long
been waiting for, we shall be able to

discriminate between those which are pay-
ing and those which are not.
*The Premier: On those conditions you

oughit to ask the Federal Government to
close the post office.

Mr. NAIRN iThat is a sign of the
mental confusion the Premier finds him-
self in. He compares the post office,
which is a monopoly, with a sawmill,
which is anything but a monopoly. I am
speaking of State competitive enter-
prises. -I do not wish to be misunder-
stood. No one knows better than the
Premier the difference between competi-
tive enterprises and those which are not.
I helieve as a general principle Western
Australia is not going to he an exception
to any part of this great Empire to which
we belong. So far as those great princi-
ples which have built up the Empire to
which we belong are concerned, they were
not built up on the ethic principles of
State enterprises. They were built by a
nation of traders giving every man full
opportunity to develop them. This pal-
try attempt of ours is going to make us
the laughing-stock of the world. It will
make confusion worse confounded, but it
will enable the people of the State to dis-
ting-uish between a hona-fide party which
stands for safe principles and humuani-
tarianism, and a party which stands for
Utopia-

Hon. J. fl. CONNOLLY (Perth)
(11.4j: I do not intend to detain the
Rouse at this late hour for any length of
time. I wish, however, to emphatically
enter my protest on this, the first occa-
sion on which I am addressing this House
of Parliament, on the attitude of the Pre-
mier towards members this evening.

The Premier: Mly complaint is against
a majority of members.

Ron. J. D. CO7NNOLLY: My com-
plaint is against the leader of the House.
I know from experience what are the
duties of the leader of thce House. I know
that he should at least be courteous to
members, and I think the Premier on this
occasion, remembering that there were so
many new members on this side, and this
the first session of Parliament, might
have had the common courtesy, if he in-
tended to put the debate through to-night,
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to tell us so last evening, because he knew
the position last evening just as well as
he knows it to-night, I might also ex-
press surprise that an experienced Parlia-
mentarian like the leader of the Country
party (Mfr. Gardiner) did not support
members in order to get the customary
adjournment on an occasion of this kind.'

Mr, Bolton: The new members are do-
ing better than the old ones.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY: I had in-
tended to mention quite a number of sub-
jects that are of concern to the constitu-
ency I have -the honour to represent,' but
I never dreamt for a moment that the
Premier would take np such an extraord-
inary course, a course never before ad-
opted, at any rate not within my memory
of this Parliament. My remarks, there-
fore, must he somewhat brief.

The Premier: You have had weeks.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Premier
started off by stating that on the present
occasion, on account of the particular mis-
fortunes we are now experiencing, there
should not he any party bickering. J.
agree with the Premier, but I say that if
the Premier expects that there shall not
be fair criticism from this side of the
House he is mistaken, at any rate so far
as I am concerned. But if he wishes to
minimise that criticism he should be frank
with the House. My short experience of
him has not proved that he is inclined to
be fair. What do we find at the present
time in the House of Commons?7 We find
that Mr. Lloyd George, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, who, with his vast experi-
ence obtained from handling hundreds of
millions, -was not above conferring with
Scottish and English hankers the moment
war was declared. Do we find MAr. Send-
dan, the Premier, adopting that course
here? Did he confer with the leader of
the Opposition and the leader of the Coun-
try party, gentlemen, who by virtue of
their practical knowledge and experience
as Treasurers of the State, most certainly
should have been consulted. The Premer
deprecates party bickering. He made a
speech this afternoon which for abuse I
certainly never heard equalled. It con-
sisted of abuse from beginning to end.
We heard not a word from him in regard

to the deplorable condition of the
finances. He did not say one word as to
bow the finances were to be put right. We
were not told how this awful financial
drift was to he stayed, We were not told
bow the unemployed question was to be
mnet.

The Premier: Did you not read the
Suniday TimesI

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Sunday
Times has given the Premier good and
sound advice. Let us take the attitude of
Liberal members in regard to this very
question, as compared with Labour mem-
bers' attitude on former occasions. Un-
fortunately, we are up against a very
serionus unemployed problem. Have
the Liheral members sought to har-
ass the GovernmentI No. They
went to the Government and gave;
advice as well as they could. Have they
sought to inflame the passions of the un-
employed? Certainly not. Quite the re-
verse. They have been candid with the
Premier, have given him all the advice
they were capable of, and he has not said
one word in regard to his attitude on the
direction of solving this difficulty. Let
me compare the attitude I have mentioned
with the attitude of certain Labour
members in 1911. in the middle
of 1911 things were exceedingly pros-
perous here. There -was no unem-
employed difficulty whatever. At the
labour bureau they could not fill half
the number of vacancies. Immigrants
were arriving by thousands, and they
were over-applied for. Yet an unem-
ployed demonstration was arranged by
the late member for Leederville, and sev-
eral others, outside the labour bureau.
We can always get a hundred of chronic
nnemployed in any city, and this hundred
assembled to see if they could get better
jobs. That same evening the returns
from the labour bureau were sent to me,
and from memory the figures showed 270
vacancies, while only 120 or 130 appli-
cants could be obtained, so they had
dlosed the day with 130 odd vacancies still
unfilled.

'Mr. Foley: And hundreds of Britishers
walking about looking for work.
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No, the lists
were there and are still there. You will
see from them that the wages were better
than they are to-day. Yet that was the
state of the labour market when this so-
called unemployed demonstration took
place, and was fathered by certain Labour
members.

The Minister for Works: Was that the
time when you gave instructions to the
bureau to save the best job, for the immri-
grants?

Hon. J .D. CONNOLLY: Such instrue-
tions were never given.

The Minister for Works: They wer*.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Not by me.
The Minister for Works: The papers

are there now.

Hon. J1. D. CGONNOLLY: I challenge
the Minister for Works to produce the
papers, because they do not exist. In res-
pect to employment I separated the immi-
grants from the residents of the State.

The Minister for Works: And in,
structed the immigration men to pick
out the best jobs for the immigrants.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No; the in-
structions were merely to find employment
for the immigrants.

The Mlinister for Works: You sent a
man round at 5s. a time to get jobs for
them.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Nonsense. If
there were agents in the country those
agents had to be paid; because I pre-
ferred to send the immigrants to the
country, and they preferred to go there.

The Premier: If you preferred to send
them to the country why did you invite
the Agent General to send out bricklayers
and carpenters?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Because
bricklayers and carpenters were wanted,
and in similar circumstances I would do
it again. There was then plenty of em-
ployment for such men. I initiated and
worked up a sound immigration policy,
which the present -Government have
thrown away.

The Minister for Works: We brought
out thousands more titan you did.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: For the first
12 months you did not bring 1.00 men
more than I had booked passa es for be-

fore leaving office. I am aware that the
Premier, at certain meetings in England,
spoke strongly in favour of immigration;
but at other meetings Mr. Seaddan
talked in a different strain.

The Premier: That is absolutely in-
correct, and no one knows it better than
you.

Hon. J. fl. CONN{OLLY: Read the re-
ports of the London daily labour paper.
1 think it was a most undignified attitude
which the Premier took up, this evening.
The statement he made in regard to cer-
tain companies was not in keeping with
the office he occupies, and was contrary
to the provisions of the Dividend Duties
Act and the Income Tax Act.

The Premier: They have their remedy,
for I have said it on the public platform
also.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It comes to
me as a great surprise that the Premier
should say they have their remedy. Hie
makes insinuations. If he made definite
statements outside, certainly they have
their remedy. But it is unfair in him, it
is not right for him to come to the House
and make the statements he did to-night
about certain newspaper companies, for
no better reasons than that they publish
Liberal ideas and principles. At the gen-
eral elections threer years ago it was given
forth in Mr Wilson's policy speech that
'we intended to amend, the Dividend
Duties Act. The Dividend Duties Act to-
day does not provide that the tax be paid
on the profits of local companies. That
Act was enacted for good reasons, hut we
found during our administration that it
did not work in the intended direction,
and in Mr. Wilson's policy speech he set
forth that the Act was to be amended so
as to tax the profits as well as the
(dividends of the companies. Mr.
Scaddan, when he took office, could
see nothing good in this policy, any
more than he could see in the policy
of the freezing works at Wyndham,
which he is now going to adopt; but
if Mr. Scaddan had availed himself
of that Liberal policy during the last
three years he could have had the 5 per
cent, tax on all those profits he speaks
of to-night. But he did not do so, be-
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cause it was part of the policy of the
'Liberal Government. Whether those corn-
panties make a profit or not, it is unfair
for the Premier to deliver himself of suchi
statements, because the companies have
paid all they are legally entitled to pay.
The Liberals have thought for three years
post that the companies should have paid
on profits. However, they are not obliged
to do so yet, notwithstanding which they
are subjected to this abuse.

The Premier: I take up the attitude
tbat a company should pay on its profits,
and I provided for it in the Bill of last
session,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What Bill!
The Premnier: This is not question time.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Your Emergency

Tax Bill
Hon. J. D. CONiNOLLY: The Premier

has had three years in which to enact that
legislation if he hand thought fit to do so.
He talks about the War Emergency Bill
hie introduced last session. I do not think
he remembers it with pleasure.

'The Premier: I suppose you would be
surprised if I said the Bill had been in-
troduced and turned down in Parliament
during the last three years.

The Mlinister for Works : And you
assisted to turn it down.

R~on. 3.0D. CONNOLLY:; The Premier
gave us a lecture and declared his
int~ntion in regard to preference to
unionists. , do not believe in pre-
ference tolunionists, and I1 cannot
understand any fair-minded man ed-
vocating it, but if I could not advance
better arguments in favour of it than
the ridiculous ones used by the Premier,
I should never again open my month
on the subject. The comparisons mnade
by the Premier were too absurd for
words.

The Premier: Have you hoard, the
adage about seeing ourselves as others
-see us? I

Hen. J. 1). CONNOLLY: I believe
in trades unionism.

Mr. Bolton: You do not.
Hon. J. D. CONNlOLLY: I do,

but I do not believe i4poitical labour
unions.

Mr. Bolton: You do not believe
in unions of any kind.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY. I believe
in combinations of those engaged in
all professions and trades, but the
unions of to-day are not trade unions
in the old sense of the word ; they
are political Labour unions.

The Premier:- Do you call that
an argument

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am
sorry the Attorney General is not in
his seat because I 'wish to refer to the
disgraceful state of thie rolls during
the recent elections.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs. He has heard
that from several speakers.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: And he
will hear it again.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: But you are working
it to death.

Mr. George: The nrember for Subiaco
profited by it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: We have
been told that there are. 23,000 more
names on the rolls than there were
adults in the State.

Mr. MeDowall:. In 1904 the rolls
were worse.

Hon. S. D. CONNOLLY:; I am talking
about the 1914 rolls. The rolls were a
disgrace to the department and to the
Minister controlling it. In the electorate
of Perth in 1911 there were 4,000 names
on the roil. During the recent election
there were 8,600 names on the roll.

?r. Bolton: That accounts for
your presence here.

The Premier: Evidently you got the
votes that ought not to have been cast.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY: Most
members have a knowledge of the
electorate of Perth. This year there
were, if anything, fewer people in the
district than in 1911. 1 doubt if a
single dwelling house was built in Perth
during the last three years. Perth
consisted largely of houses already built,
boarding houses and hotels, and. the
boarding houses' were not as well filled
as they wore three years ago. Yet
the roll contained almost double the
number of names. The Attorney General
adopted quite an illegal course in trans-
ferring names holus. bolus from the
Federal rolls to the State rolls, and the
-resalt was that many names appeared
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4wo, three, and even four times. Liberal
canvassers made a house to house
investigation and discovered that there
were 3,000 to 3,500 names on the rolls
which should not have been there ; and
the number included duplications.
Those names were marked off and when
electors presented themselves to vote
under those names they were challenged.
At least 100, and I would be within the
mark in saying 200, of them voted. The
Chief Electoral Officer has the whole
of that information and yet we have
not heard of a single prosecution.

The Minister for Works: Because
every one was qualified to vote.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I know
at least 100 were not qualified to vote
but the Chief Electoral Officer can
satisfy himself on the point. I learn
that he has taken no action so far and
almost two months have elapsed since
the election.

The Premier : Did you receive a letter
from him ?

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY:- Yes, two
or three days ago.

The Premier: On this subject
Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY:- Yes.
,Mr. Bolton. When did you report

it to him?
Hon. J. D3. CONNOLLY: A few days

after the election. It is for the Chief
Electoral Officer to satisfy himself and
make necessary inquiries.

M1r. Foley : Did not your scrutineers
in one of the booths object to every
fourth voter offhand?

Bon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Possibly,
because nearly half the names on the
roil should not have been there. In
Geraldton the municipality took a
census. a few months previously which
disclosed that there were not more
than 2,600 adults in the district.

Mr. McDowall: In the municipal or
electoral district ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The bound-
aries are almost coterminous. There
were 3,800 names on the roll and no fewer
than 2,900 people voted, although the
census discloscd only 2,600 adults in
the district. It has been truly said
that the Government were morally
defeated at the late election ; indeed

they would have been well defeated if
the election had been fought on clean
rolls. Ina the heart of the labour strong-
hold, namely the metropolitan area,
the Government lost six seats, even on
such unsatisfactory rolls.

The Minister for Works:. That was
because the rolls were inflated. You
got the votes.

The Premier: The Federal rolls were
compiled by a Liberal Government.

, Hon. .1. D. CONNOLLY;. The diffi-
culty arose through the boundaries of
the Federal and State districts not being
coterminous. For instance, those elect-
ors living in Parker-street in the Federal
division of Perth were transferred to'
the Perth roll, but it was found that
there was another Parker-street in North
Perth and another in Leedervi lle, and
all of the electors in those streets were
put on the Perth roll. A number of
Greenough electors appeared on the roll
for that district and also on the Gerald-
ton roll. We have not been informed
what steps will. be taken to purify this
disgraceful state of affairs.

The Premier:- After all, how many
voted ?

Hon. J. D3. CONNOLLY: I have
stated that at Oeraldton 2,900 voted
when there were only 2,600 adults
in the district.

~Mr. Bolton: -. That do you insinuate ?
dvr. E. B. Johnston : Ceraldton ex-

tends 10 miles south into the country.
Hon. J. 13. CONNOLLY-. I know

the district better than the hon. member.
The Premier, in answer to questions,
has indicated that he is considering
the matter of workers' homes and I
urge him to go into the matter fully
before deciding to build further homes.
In answer to a question I asked, the
Premier informed me that there were,
57 leaseholders and 157 freeholders
who were unable at the present time
to meet their obligations.

The Premier: There has been more
than that number turned out of their
homes in the metropolitan area by
private landlords.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Hundreds'.
of houses are now vacant in the metro-
politan area. There in loss of rent
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on -these workers' homes to the amount
of five or six per cent. on the cost of
erection.

The Premier: That is not correct.
Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: I draw the

attention of the Premier to the absurd
plan on which theseLworkers'L'homes
are being built. They are being built
on most extravagant lines and are
quite unsuitable as workers' homes.
We find little cottages, or villas, of
three or four very small rooms, of l2ft.
x 12ft. in dimension.

The Premier : 'That is not correct.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: it is

correct.
The Premier: It is absolutely in.

correct.
Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: They are

building these homes on most extra-
vagant lines. They cost a maximum
amount of money for a minimum. amount
of accommodation. The workers' homes
should, in fact, be roomy and plain.

The Premier:± Have you inspected
any of them ?

Hon. J. ID. CONNOLLY : I have
inspected dozens and I have inspected
the homes in Qeraldton recently. I
can give the House some idea of how
the workers' homes a costing all this
money. At Geraldton there -are 12
or 14 homes in a particular block.
None of these are alike in detail.
Of course one cannot make very much
of a change in the general plan, or design,
or elevation -of houses costing only
£500 or 9600. In these particular cases
to-day every one of the homes is different
in detail. The costs pile up to about
26 per cent. on ascount of these large
alterations in detail. I can give the
House instances. In every one of these
cottages the mantelpieces and the mould-
ing on the mantelpieces are different. I
saw the timber merchant who supplied
the material and he informed me that
he bad to make special irons and special
tools for his machinery in order to
turn out the moulding for each one
of these mantelpieces. The same thing
exists in regard to the skirtings and
the doors. Any one with the least
knowledge of thoe things -knows how

much they increase the cost of con-
struction.

The Premier : It was not intended
that there should be uniformity in the
appearance of these homes. There was
a particular object in this.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: As soon
as you begin making alterations in
details, such as to skirtings and mould-
ings, and general design, the costs
begin to go up. One knows that
a course of reinforced concrete on
paper would probably cost less than
brick work, if one was dealing
with say 1,000 yards. But if one is
dealing with only three yards, it is
going to cost 50 or 100 per cent. more
than an ordinary course of bricks. This
is one way in which the costs ure in.
creasing. in another ease you might
have a facia of stone which has to be
specially wrought and worked. There,
too, is an instance of how the workers'
homes are costing an excessive amount.
Instead of making all this difference
in detail, which the average person will
never notice, the rooms of the workers'
homes could be madle larger and
there could be wide verandahs, and
plain brick or weatherboard walls, and
these would be very much better
for the workers. The Government are
not getting anything like a market
value for the money that they are
spending. Any speculator having any
knowledge of house construction would
certainly not give the money which
these houses are costing.

The Premier: Then there should
be no opposition on the part of the
landlords.

Hon. J. D). CONNIOLLY : I am not a
house landlord myself; I do not own a
single house except the one I am living
in. I am not complaining on behalf
of the landlords in the least. I am
complaining of the system of workers'
homes, which was a part of the Liberal
policy, that it is not being carried out
reasonably or in a sensible way. It is
carried out in a most unsound manner and
it is of no advantage to pile up the
costs in the way I have mentioned,
in order to minimnise the accommodation
which- could be obtained f or the money.
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I asked the Premnier a question on this
matter and I hope he will look into
it if he desires that the homes shall
be of the best possible description, and
more advantageous for the worker than
those they are building to-day. I do
not intend to say anything further,
except a word or two in regard to the
treatment the Government have mested
out to the civil servants. I asked a
certain question in regard to a circular
that the Public Service Commissioner
had issued in respect to the retirement
of two civil servants, namely, the resident
magistrates who were retired recently.
I asked 'whether Mrt. Jull, of his own
personal knowledge, knew of any good
and sufficient reason for the retirement
of these gentlemen and the reply that
I was given was that Mr. Jull was
aware of the policy of the Government
in regard to the matter. It is a surprise
to me, for this Act was passed as a
proteotion to the civil servants. We
are now told by the Premier that Mr.
Jull carries out the policy of the Govern-
ment and not the terms of the Act.
The answer I got means, "We convey
to the Public Service Commissioner
what our policy is and never what the
terms of the Act are-- And this in-
flex-ible gentleman is willing to carry out
that policy. This is the answer the
Premier gave me in regard to the
question.

The Premier; I did not make any
such anerver.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I will read
the answer of the Premier.

The Premier : I never made any
reference to the Act. If I had I 'would
have said that it was in accordance
with the provisions of the Act-

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I will
read the Premier's answer.

The Premier:- Yon cannot retire
them unless in accordance with the
provisions of the Act.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY:; At any
rate that was the effect of the answer.

The Premier: The Government in-
timnated their desire to retire magistrates
who reached the age of 60) for a definite
purpose and in accordance with the
Public Service Act. Any public servant

can leave the service and still get all
the privileges without incurring any
risk.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is
not correct.

The Premier: It is quite correct.
Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY.- As a

member in another place when the
Act of 1904 was passed, I remember
the reasons for the passing of this Act.
It was as far as possible to remove the
civil servants from political influence,
and 5*0w them certain rights under
Section 66 of this Act which the Premier
has referred to. The section reads-

Every officer having attained the
age of sixty years shall be entitled
to retire from the Public Service
if he desires so to do;

Mark the word " ho," That and the
two succeeding sections were put in
especially for the protection of the
civil servants, and in order that they
should have tenure of office. When
they attained the age of 60, if they felt
unfit to cary out their office, they were
given the option of retirement. A
public servant could remain there until
he obtained the age of 60, -when he
must net retire unless the Public Service
Commissioner says otherwise.

The Premier: Read the other section.
Mr. Bolton: The compulsory section.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY:- Section 66

continus--
If any such officer continues in
the public service after he has attained
the age of 60 years, he may at any
time before he attains the age of
05 years be called upon by the Gover-
nor, on the recommendation of the
Commissioner, to retire from the
public service.

It must be for good and sufficient
reasons that he can retire before he is
60. It is put in for the protection of
officers and they can retire then bat
at their own request.

The Premier : I advise the hon.
member to reed the Act and not come
here to make speeches.

Hon. J. 1). CONNOLLY: I know
the scetion very well. Sections 66,
67, and 68 were put in for the protection
of the civil servants. Mir. Juil did not
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discover this for 10) years. f~e now
discovers that he can retire civil servants.
Apparently he worked free from political
influence for all these years.

The Premier : So as to fill the tem-
porary offices with your friends.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Whom
you did not give the arbitration awvard
but gave 10s. instead of 12s. Gd.

The Premier: What did you do7
Hion. 3. D. CONNOLLY: We pur-

sued the course laid down in the AcVt.
The Premier: So did we.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Public

Service Commissioner recommended the
appointment of Dr. Cuinpston as Comn-
missioner of Public Health. I protected
an officer in the service-Dr. Hope,
the senior medical man ; and the Govern-
ment of the day refused to give effect
to the Public Service Commissioner's
recommendation. The Act provides that
if Cabinet does not accept the Public
Service Commissioner's recommendation,
be is to review it. The Commissioner
may then send forward another re-
commendation, and this may go on
interminably.

The Minister for Works: Did it I
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No; it

did not. Parliament was sitting at the
time, and a discussion took place hers
on the subject, and both Ministerial
and Opposition members upheld the
action of Cabinet.

The Minister for Works: Did they ?
Hon. J. D2. CONNOLLY:- Mr. Jull

then wrote me a minute to the effect
that he was satisfied it was the desire
of Parliament that the senior officer
should be appointed ; and he there and
then, of his own initiative, submitted
a recommendation for the appointment
of Dr. Hope.

The Minister for Mlines: What about
political influence instructing the Public
Service Commissioner then 7

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Minister
mistakes the position entirely. I had not
finished. The Act provides that if the
Government does not accept the Public
Service Commissioner's recommendati Lon,
then the Commissioner shall report the
matter to Parliament, which thereupon
shall decide the question. However,

before the Commissioner had an oppor-
tunity to adopt that course, Parliament
discussedthe subject. Thus he had not
time to submit his original recom-
mendation to Parliament ; and, of
his own initiative, he then sent to
the Government a recommendation for
the appointment of Dr. Hope. I regret
having to say, however, that the Act
is not being administered as it was
intended to be, for the protection of the
public service, for the purpose of keeping
the public service free from political
influence. Political control is being in-
troduced at every possible opportunity.

The Premier : We have - retired
hundreds of public servants during the
last three years, while you were a member
of another place ; but they were not
members of the Weld Club, and so you
never raised your voice in their behalf.

Hon. J. 12. CONNOLLY: They
might have been-

The Premier:; With you, it all depends
on who the public servant is.

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: The public
servants retired might have been over
the age of 66 years. I certainly did
*raise my voice against the retirement,
the wrongful retirement, of the late
Commissioner of Police. In that gentle-
man the Government retired a good officer
who was well -worth his money, with
the result that he is now drawing his
pension in enforced idleness. I desire
again to express to the House my
regret that the Premier has not seen
fit to adopt a different course in regard
to this debate. Had he done so, my
task would have been much easier,
since I should have had an opportunity
of going through the matter I intended
to use and compressing it into a few
concise remarks. As it is, not having
had the requisite notice, I have been
obliged to enlarge on my subjects to a
greater extent and explain them in
fuller detail than I should, with proper
notice, have found necessary.

The Premier!- I am sorry, too ; be.
cause you might have come forward
with some arguments.

Mr. SIWETH (North Perth) (11-45]:
In view of the lateness of the hour, I
do not intend to detain the House long.
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I shall take the cue given by the Gover-
nor's Speech, and>b very brief in my
remarks. In fact, hsdj it not been
for certain observations made by the
Premier this evening,r I should not have
addressed the Housi4, until to-morrow.
In view, however, of the attitude which
the Premier has adopted to-night, in
making certain accusations -against a
company with which I am connected,
I feel that I cannot allow the
debate to close without my making
a. certain explanation. At the opening
I wish to express my surprise at learn-
ing, from remarks made by the mover
of the Address-in-reply, the degree of
concern that the Sunday Times oc-
casions to members of this House.
Almost the very, first' observations
of the mover were directed to the
Sunday Times. Indeed, T am highly
pleased to learn that the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Heitmann) is such a
consistent reader of that newspaper;
and I hope he may long continue so.

Mr. Heitmann : I have not read a
copy for years.

Mr. SMITH:_ I trust the hon. member
may long continue a reader of the
paper- On the very next sitting day
the Sunday Times was again the subject
of reference here. This evening we had
the Premier hurling charges across the
Table at myself in regard to some
imaginary grievance he, as Treasurer,
has against the company owning the
Sunday Times. As I have said, but
for those charges of the Premier I1 should
not have addressed the House to-night ;
and I ask for the indulgence of lion.
members in consideration of the fact
that I am taken somewhat at a dis-
advantage by the Premier. Prom the
hon. gentleman's remarks it would be
inferred that the Sunday Times pro-
prietary has bean guilty of failure to
shoulder its lawful share of taxation, of
evading the payment of taxes legitimately
due to the State. Now, I wish to tell
the Premier emphatically that what
he has alleged is absolutely untrue.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
will say "incorrect."

The Premier; Oh, it doesn't matter.

Mr. SMIETH: Absolutely incorrect,
Sir.

The P'remnier: That's all right.
IMr. Milen: A distinction without

a difference,
Mr. SMITH: The etatementi made

by the Premier in this connection were
absolutely incorrect. The little bird
that gave him the information he did
possess, failed to give him full inform-
ation. I had hoped that after hearing
the Premier's charges I might have
an opportunity of going to my office
to find out exactly what the Sunday
Tim"s proprietary did pay under the
Dividend Duties Act; but when X
learned that the debate was to be forced
to a close to-night I realised that such
an opportunity would not be afforded
Me.

The Premier:- I can tell you, exactly.
Mr. SMITH- The Premier is again

wrong. Although I have not the exact
figures at hand, I will say this: the
Sunday Times paid under the Dividend
Duties Act more than was paid by all
the members on the opposite side of
the Chamber put together.

The Premier:- Well, we have not
received any dividends. A roan does
not pay dividend duty unless he gets
dividends.

Mr. SMITH: I repeat that under the
Dividend Duties Act the Sunday Times
proprietary has paid more money than
all the moneys paid under that Act
by the whole of the members on the
opposite side of the House.-

Mr. Allen : That is a definite state-
ment.
- The Premier: Entirely incorrect,
all the same.

Mr. SMITH: The Premier can ask
the Commissioner of Taxation whether
that is not so.

The Premier: Will you allow me
to give the figures to the House?

Mr. SMI1TH: Let the Premier ask
the Commissioner, and then he can
tell the House.

The Premier: For last year ?
Mr. SMITH: This year's figures for

last year.
The Premier: I am talking about

last year's.
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Mr. SMITH:- This year's payment in
respect of last year's duty. As the
Treasurer knows, last year's duty is not
payable until this year.

The. Premier: That is right. What
did you pay in dividend duty in 1913 ?

Mr. SMITH : I. cannot state the
amount offhand, but we paid what we
were entitled to pay.

The Premier: When does your com-
pany distribute its dividend ?

Afr. SMITH:- If we did not pay
what we should have paid, why did
not the Treasurer prosecute the Sunday
Times ? It would have been his duty,
as Treasurer of this country, to prosecute
the Sunday Times if that newspaper did
not pay what it ought to have paid.

The Premier : I have never asserted
that. I assert that you have not paid
because the law does not make you
Pay.

Mr. SMITH: There are many things
that the law does not compel the Premier
to do that he has not done. Why
therefore should he ask the Sunday
Times or the 'West Australian to do those
things ?

The Premier:- I did not ask them.
Mr. SMITH: The Premier has been

slinging off at them.
The Premier: They sling off at me

sometimes.
Mr. SMITH: I expect there is good

reason for it.
The Premier: I am prepared to

admit that sometimes.
Mr. SMITH: The Premier wound

up his castigation of the Sunday Times
with a threatening gesture and said
that he was going to introduce an
amendment to the Dividend Duties
Act that would make them sweat. I
would like to tell the Premier that next
year, on. account of certain circumstances,
chiefly the mismanagement of the finances
of the country, not only the profits
of the Sunday Times, but of many other
companies operating in this State, will
be so reduced that the increased duties
will. not in any way return to the Premier
the sum be expects to get.

The Premier: Don't you worry about
that.

Mr. SMITH: I think I have made
it quite clear that the Sunday Times has
done all that -was expected of it and
has done its share.

The Premier:- I will admit that;
I never said anything else.

Mr. Mitchell: You inferred it,
The Premier : I never inferred it

either.
Mr. SMIlTH: The member for Gerald-

ton (Mr. Heitnaann) ref erred to the
Electoral Act, and I can agree with what
he said that the a~dministration of it
is capable of a great deal of improve-
ment. I am not going to labour the
question, I am just going to mention
briefly my own experience when con-
testing the North Pe~rth seat. I had
occasion to send circulars to 8,000 odd
electors whose names were on the roll,
and to my surprise over 2,000 of them
were returned by the postal authorities
marked " Left the district." What
better proof can there be of the deplorable
state of the electoral rolls of North
Perth ? If that is a fair sample of the
condition of the other rolls, then all
I can say is that it is time we amended
the Electoral Act and introduced a
system which will. have the effect of
preventing a recurrence of such a state
of things. Unless we have clean rolls
we cannot possibly have clean Govern-
ment, and I suggest to the Premier that
he should lose no time in appointing
a commission to investigate the admnin-
istration of the Electoral Act. I am
certain that the outcome would be pure
rolls and there would no longer be
theVreferences to the stuffing of the
rolls we hear at every election.,,,,

Mr. Heitmann: Was your roll stuffed?
Hon. J. Mitchell: Yours was.
Mr. Heitman: I would like to say

-what I think of you, and don't you
make any mistake about it ......

Mr.[SPEAXER:tl Order!1
Mr.- SMITH: Itreems to~me that

the most importantrmatter before this
House is the growing deficit. The war
has really affected us very little ; the
deficit has been present for the past
three years and has been growing at
an extraordinary rate. I would like
to draw the attention of the House
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to the fact that the Government have
made no suggestion as to the manner
inAwhich it is proposed it should be
reduced. There is no reference in the
Governor's Speech to the method it
is intended to adopt to stop this drift.
The Premier has asked for suggestions
from this side,of the House. I am
going to give him a little advice and I
hope he will accept it. I would suggest
that while the country is labouring
under this dreadful deficit he should
reduce the salaries of Ministers. He
might even go further and reduce the
salaries of every hon. member in the
House. (Opposition Members: Hear,
hear.) I for one would be quite pre-
pared to agree to any reduction the
Premier might agree to make.

Mr. Heitmann: I would forego my
person salary if you agreed to forego
your income.

,Mr. SMITH: It might be news to
the hon. member to learn that the only
man who was reduced in the Sunday
Times office on account of the war
was myself. We have heard a lot of
compliments bandied across the Chamber
this evening, and I was sorry to hear
what could scarcely be called a com-
pliment, but which perhaps was intended
as such-the reference by the Premier
to the Leader of the Opposition as a
German. I do not know what reason
the Premier had for making that accusea-
tion. Whoever knows Mir. Wilson is
aware that he is British, as he said
himself, from the top of his head to
the soles of his feet. Let us contrast
Mr. Wilson'~s actions with those of the
Premier. Why did the Premier go
to that German firm, the Continental
Tyre Company, and buy up all their
German tyres ? The Premier laughs.
Perhaps he will say he did not know it

was a German firm.

The Premier: Did you know it was?

Mr. SrnITH: I admit freely I did
not know they,_were Germans. But
supposing they_ wcre not a German
company at all why should he corner
all the rubber tyres, while at the same
time we find him prosecuting people for
buying up wheat and flour with the

same object that the Premier had in
view.
,-,The Premier.: 1 You cannot eat tyres.
. H on. Frank Wilson : You could

sat anything.
L.The Premier) What[a digestion
I must have.

Mr. SMITH: There are many other
things I should like to refer to, and
one or two flashed across my mind
after having listened to the debate
on the Address-in-reply& yesterday and
to-day. The member for Kalgoorlie
referred to the action of the miners on
the goldfields in subscribing to the
Patriotic Fund and he pointed out that
they had done this because the Govern-
ment had not been able to carry through
their proposed war tax. The miners on
the goldfields are to be complimented
for the way they are subscribing to these
funds, and I should like to rewind the
member for Kalgoorlie that 'when he
made those remarks he had evidently
forgotten that in subscribing to the
funds the miners knew exactly -where
the money is going to.' If compelled
to pay the emergency tax they would
not have known where it was going,
and could only have surmised that it
was to bolster up the deficit caused by
experiments undertaken by the Govern-
rment. Remarks have been made in
regard to unionism. I am strongly in
favour of unionism. I employ unionists
in all departments of my business, and
will always continue to do so ; but
when it comes to the question of State
employment I think the State should
not insist on a man being a unionist.
All men contribute to the taxes of the
country, and the Government have no
right to say that State employment
must be given to unionists alone. In
our private businesses we do as we like,
and although I always employ unionists,
I am not prepared to say that the
State should force unionism down the
throat, of any man. Reference has
been made to the learned professions
as being safeguarded by certain rules
and restrictions. But the matter is
entirely different. Before one can enter
the legal profession, for instance, the
Attorney General-knows very well that
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one has to pass certain examinations
practically guaranteeing a desirable stand-
ard of efficiency. The Attorney General
is himself a shining example of what it
is possible for a man of his age to accom.-
plish in this State. He deserves all
credit for what he has done, but it shows
also that the legal profession is not the
close corporation that hon. members on
that side would have us to believe. If the
partisans of unionism on that side
will undertake that before any person
can enter a, union he must give some
guarantee of efficiency. I am with them
heart and soul, and will support pre-
ference to unionists ;but I think we
should have some guarantee that every
unionist is proficient in his trade. We
have heard of foreign labour on the
wines, but it must be remembered that
it would not be possible for such labour
to be so employed if the miners' unions
did not admit foreigners. As for the
tyranny of unions, here is a letter
addressed from the Secretary of the
Perth Plumbers' Industrial Union of
Workers, a Mr. D. Cameron.

Mr. Heitmann: We agree with you
on the subject of that letter.

2&. SMITH : This letter is addressed
to a man who has seen better days and
who is now on his uppers. I will read
the letter and leave it to the House to
say whether it constitutes an act of
tyranny.

W. Heitmann: As proprietor of
the Sunday Times, you should not
criticise, any act of tyranny.

T&. SMI1TH: Are you speaking on
behalf of the Geraldion Express ? Here
is the letter-

Dear Sir, I notice by the employ-
ment register at the Drill Hall, Perth,
that you have represented yourself
as a plumber and a unionist. As
you are not a member of either the
Perth or the Fremantle plumbers'
unions, I will be glad if you will let
me know to what union you belong.
otherwise I must communicate with
the authorities.

That is brotherly love. The letter
contnues-

You are doubtless aware that pre-
ference to unionists is a condition of

labour with the Commonwealth 0ev-
nmtt bso if you explain this matter

mybtoyour advantage. (Signed)
.Cmayron Secretary.

t r. Allen: Is this man a qualified
plumnber?7,,

Mr. SMITH: Yes.I
Mr. Allen: I will givehim some work

if he is.
Mr. Munsie : The secretarylof the

unemployed is making a boast that he
is being paid for writing up the humorous
side of the question.

Mr. Allen: Then he ought to write
you up.

1&. SAUTH: The Premier referred
to the railways as not paying, and he
said something about the land not being
utilised. I would remind the Premier
that th responsibility for the decrease
in land settlement lies at the door of
the ex-Minister for Lands. I will not
labour the fact because it is known
throughout the length and breadth of
Western Australia and no one knows
it better than the Premier. Before con-
cluding I would like to refer to the
question of finding work for the great
number of unemployed in Perth. I
have sonc a considerable amount of
money in land. I am of opinion that
agriculture is the backbone of this
country and that it will be to the advan-
tage of the State to settle its agricul-
tural districts and get the land cleared
and put wider crop. Still, I say give
me a good old mining boom to drag the
country out of a hole. I do not ask for
a boom in which wild oats are rampant,
but one in which there is legitimate
mining. If the Government provided
more money for prospecting and opening
up our mineral resources, they would
be doing a great deal to relieve the
unemployed and bring prosperity to the
State. Those who were on the gold-
fields in the early days-andl I pride
myself that I was there 20 years ago
together with some other members of
this House-should cast their memories
back to that time when leases were being
taken up and development and pros.
specting were being done and they
will remember bow leases were aband-
oned when companies found they could
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not get five ounces to the ton. To-day
a, return of 15 dwts. would pay well
and many leases which have produced
a considerable amount of gold in small
parcels, if reopened to-day would pay
handsomely. The Mines Department
have all that information in their pigeon
holes and I suggest the Minister should
make it available to those who would
be inclined to put money into the
industry.

Mr. Heitmann: We have heard
details of old abandoned shows for 15
years.

Mr. SMITH:- And if the hon. member
had read the Sunday T imes as carefully
as he leads us to believe he has he
would know that many of the once
abandoned shows are now producing
handsome returns and employing a large
number of men.

Mr. Heitrnann:- Wheire are they ?
Mr. SMITH:- There are several.

The Light of Asia. is one.
The Minister for Mines: It was never

abandoned ; it changed hands.
,Mr. SMITH : The Minister will agree

that there are many leases which if
re-opened would pay handsomely. I
hope the Estimates -will provide a
considerable increase in the maining vote.
Every effort should be made to publish
particulars of these abandoned leases
and of the erushings obtained in the
early days. The Minister should not
forget that there has arisen a new
generation unacquainted with the
work done en many of these leases
and if the information were made
public any number of parties would
take up these leases and I am satisfied
a big percentage of them would pay
well. I would go further and allow such
parties to take up leases without any
payment, say, for 12 months.

" Mr- Foley: They can do it now.
" Mr. SMITH: Yes, but they do not

know which lesses.
, Mr. Foley : Any lease in the Stats

can be taken up now.
, Mr. SMITH: The hon. member

may know it, but those who are willing
to go out are not aware of it.
'%Mr. Foley: All the miners who are
any good know it.

Mr. SMITE: I would favour the
granting to such men of free railway
fares to the fields. It would not cost
the country anything to carry them
to the goldfields because the usual trains
would be sufficient.

The Premier: I cannot stand all
this.

Mr. SMITH: A little enterpriso
and energy thrown into the develop-
ment of the mining industry would
result in the absorption of many of
the unemployed. I said in my opening
remarks that T intended to be brief and
in order to keep faith with hon. members
I will reserve any further remarks
until the Estimates are under dis-
cussion.

Question put and passed ; the Address
adopted.

House adjourned
(Thursday).

at 12-18 a.m.

Icoislative CZouncil,
Thursday, 10th Deember, 1914.

Papers presented .

Question:* Railway regrading, Narrogla-wickepln
Bill: Lunacy Act Amendinent1 XR......
Address-in-reply, fourth day, conclusion .
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: The bal-
ance slieet and profit and loss account
of the State Steamship service for the
year ending 30th June, 1913-14.
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